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SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH  

APRIL 2021 NEWSLETTER 

209 Southern Ave. E, PO Box 70 

Underwood, MN  56586 

Pastor Tammy Cell: 701-680-8125  
Pastor’s Email: pastor.sverdrup@prtel.com  

Church Office Phone: 218-826-6919 

Church Email: undlp@prtel.com 

Office Hours: Tues-Fri 8 am—noon  

 
OUR MUTUAL MINISTRY:  

FIRST COMMUNION CLASS APRIL 2021 

Sunday Worship: 9:00 am (Live Stream begins at 8:55 am) 

Sunday School: 10:00 am (music instruction resuming 4/11/2021) 

Office Hours: 8 am — noon 

Tuesday—Friday        218-826-6919 

L to R: Stella Griebe, Jack Heeter, 
Casen LeRoy, Braxten Drechsel,  

Ricky Kugler 
Sophie Englestad 

 

FIRST COMMUNION 

Holy Communion is a valued sacrament and a Lutheran child's First Communion is an important occasion. At SLC, 5th 

grade students receive instruction in the Holy sacraments and observe their first communion at a mutually agreed upon  

worship service. This year, students will receive the Eucharist at Maundy Thursday services April 1, 2021 at 6:30 pm. 
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 Lent has been a time to reflect on how we live and understand Jesus abiding in us and 
in our lives.  This year we have also been looking at everyday objects and how they help us 
to see our life of faith and Jesus.  On Easter Day, the stone will be rolled away and we will 
see an empty tomb.  Though we have had centuries to get used to this idea, if we think 
about it at all, it is still to mysterious and marvelous for us to totally comprehend. 
 On the first evening Jesus’ followers found what they thought would be a safe place 
and hid there.  When Jesus appeared among them, he began the process of drawing them 
away from fear and the tomb and into the land of the living, a land full of hope.  The season 
of Easter does the same for us.  We need not linger at the graveyard.  Christ is Risen!  
Christ is risen indeed! We must now discern how we shall live in the light of this wonderful 
and ever new event. 
 As the psalmist proclaims-You have turned my mourning into dancing; you have taken 
off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy. (Psalm 30:11) As we see Lent as a time of  
reflecting and waiting, Easter is the dawn of hope, and this year we have a lot to be hopeful 
for. 
 As we move into the season of Easter, we are called beyond our fears and confusion 
into the brightness of what God has done in our world.  God offers us a vision of God’s 
abundant, steadfast, and unexplainable love.  God calls us to live in love and unity with each 
other in a radically new world made possible by Christs’ resurrection.  God has defeated 
death.  Our lives have new possibilities.  We can begin to glimpse and work for a world of 
peace, justice, and hope, and cherish each other as we work together in God’s world. 
 
Christ has risen!  Christ has risen indeed! 
Tammy 

Transformed groups are forming.   
 Please join in this six-week study from  
April 12-May 17 where we will explore Biblical 
narratives of generosity, inclusion,  
compassion, justice, and forgiveness as we  
discern our relationship with immigrants,  
refugees, and asylum seekers. Two small groups 
will be offered: one on Monday’s at 1:00 pm and 
another group depending on availability of those 
interested.   
 There is a sample of Bible study and a 
sign up in the fellowship hall. See Pastor Tammy 
with questions.   
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SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES —  
FEBRUARY 8,  2021  

President Else Anderson called the meeting to order at 7:04pm.  Those present were Else Anderson, Karen Thompson, Kathy 
Kaercher, Diane Beckman, Steve Beckman, Steph Olson, Betsy Miller, Kasey Lindstrom, Laurie Bauck, Karla Green, Thea 
Rothman, Gary Link, Pastor Tammy, Al Pedersen, Stacy Hammes, Nita Schultz.   Absent: Brooke Jacobson and Desiree Frie.  
Approval of Agenda:  Some additions were added.  Motion by Kasey Lindstrom/Laurie Bauck to accept agenda. 
Devotions: Laurie Bauck gave devotions on Valentines Day-God’s love from II Corinthians. 
Secretary’s Report:  Minutes from December 8 were approved in Jan.  Kathy Kaercher/Kasey Lindstrom 
Minutes from Annual Meeting-January 24, 2021:  These needed to be approved so that the bank could put the new slate of 
officers on the account.  Diane Beckman/Karen Thompson 
Financial Secretary:  Kathy pointed out that we need $3600 weekly to meet our budget.  So far, we are behind.  Someone  
inquired if the Food Shelf checks were matched, and they were not. 
Treasurer Report:  Diane reported that Kindra Peterson had received funds from the Hammer scholarship fund.  The Dylan 
Geihsler donations were $1285, of which $800 has already been given to the family.  She also stated that Phil Bauck had  
received a check for filling in for Pastor Tammy when she was gone.  He has ripped the check up.  The Noisy offering went to 
the Food Shelf.  Betsy Miller/Gary Link motion to approve. 
Committee reports: 
 Executive Committee- A change in the order of the agenda was made with Pastor Tammy’s report coming after the  

Committee reports.   Else Anderson and Karen Thompson had met with Pastor Tammy to go over expectations from  
Pastor Tammy for the council committees and concerns that she might have. 

 Property- There are 6 men that meet at 9AM on Mondays to address any items that need to be done.  They would be  
happy to have more people.  Snow removal has been slow, since there hasn’t been much snow.  Laurie Bauck asked about 
the smell that was very noticeable in the church.  It had a “sewer” smell to it.  The committee had been putting water 
down the drains, but noted that they maybe needed to check the vents for ice.  It’s not easy getting up that high, but they 
noted they may have to figure some way to do it. 

 Worship- Worship is trying to become a better committee.  They recommended no ashes to be used for Ash Wed.  Lenten 
services will be live streamed at 6:30. There will be no food before services as in previous years. They will be discussing 
Resolution 2, which was last updated in 2019.   

 Education: Kasey reported that Sunday School has resumed.  So far, there have not been very many kids.  There will be 
no singing for the rest of this Sunday School year, with hopes that Cole Peterson could resume this in the fall.  Kasey was 
thanked for her time and effort that went into the Sunday School Christmas program.  It was appreciated very much and 
enjoyed by all. 

 Life and Fellowship:  A thank you was given to Karen Thompson for her time on this committee and a welcome was 
given to Steph Olson, who will replace her.  Bible camp and scholarship announcements were made.  These are available 
on-line. July is the deadline for camp and the scholarship deadline is April 1.  Since no cake was served for Confirmation 
Sunday, the confirmands were each given a small gift selected by Betsy and Karen.  Thea Rothman said that they had a 
great experience at Metagoshie camp last summer.  It was also noted that WELCA pays 100% of the camper’s first time at 
Luther Crest.   

Pastor Tammy’s report:  She noted that Confirmation had gone very well.  This year there are 9-8th graders that meet at 12:45 
on Wednesdays.  This will continue until Easter.   She is excited for Lent.  She is going to be using a book during Lent, and 
then will have Bible Studies following the Lenten service to dig further into the books content.  The Confirmation students will 
be doing some of the readings for the Lenten services.   
 It was discussed that a Mutual Ministry Team needs to be set up to offer help and advise Pastor Tammy.  There should 
be 4-6 people on this committee with 2 from the Council and 2 from the congregation.  Zinta Sundby has already expressed 
consent to serve from congregation.  Laurie Bauck and Betsy Miller volunteered from the Council. 
Old Business:   

 New Sound Equipment-Else pointed out that Steve Schultz had given a good explanation at the annual meeting.  What 
we have is an analog system that will be replaced by a newer digital system for better sound in the church and on-line.  
Cost will be about $24,000, to be paid with pledges.  $1500 has already been received.  There will be a TV in the  
fellowship hall to allow any overflow to watch what is going on in the church.  Thea hoped that the TV would be Blue 
Tooth usable for Zoom meetings, etc. A 2nd TV has been offered to the church and could possibly be used in the kitchen 
for the kitchen crew to be able to know what is happening.  Else will be contacting Steve Schultz to see if possibly  
Dakota Sound could make a video of the features of the new system.  According to Continuing Resolution #2, the  
Worship Committee is in charge of the sound system.   They hope to work with the Property and Management committee 
on the system.  It was also questioned whether we have a need for a Tech Committee.  

 Parsonage Update:  Several updates have been done to the parsonage. New carpet was installed, and painting has been 
done inside.  Diane Beckman pointed out that we can not charge rent for the parsonage, or we lose our tax status.  They 
have been paying the utilities.  The furnace just recently went out, so they have paid for that, with the church paying for 
the electrical cost.  It was decided to revisit the current arrangement in August to see what their intentions are.  When 
they leave, the parsonage will be sold. 

New Business:  Else explained her expectations for the Council.  Council attendance will be 1-2 times every 3 months.  Each 
committee should update their Resolutions.  Each committee should write a report for the Annual meeting. (continued…) 
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In the April Gather magazine Pastor Lisa 
A. Smith tells us “In Scripture  
angels often bring good news of God’s 
love and God’s nearness.  In fact, you are 
such a messenger.  You are the physical, 
tangible presence of Christ in the world.  
You nourish, comfort, wipe away 
tears……And some else serves as God’s  
messenger for you.  We do it  
together” 
 
I think this is how Sverdrup WELCA 
works.  We do things together, be it  
assembling health care kits, baby care 
kits, school kits or quilts.  Thanks to all 
who provide items for these projects. 
 
Together we decorate our sanctuary with 
beautiful flowers to celebrate our risen 
Lord on Easter.  Thanks to all who helped. 
 
Together we will celebrate as the grip of 
a pandemic lessens its’ hold on our lives 
and we can return to activities put on 
hold for the past year.  Sewing days are 
set to resume in April.  There is hope at 
this point that a June “salad supper” of 
sorts will happen.  Stay tuned for WELCA 
updates. 
 
Dianne Beckman 
WELCA President 

SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CH URCH—NOTES FROM WELCA PRESIDENT  

Each council member will receive an agenda and minutes from the previous meeting about a week ahead of the council 
meeting.    
Ash Wednesday: After checking with the Covid Team, it was decided to not have ashes on Ash Wed.  Service will be at 
6:30. 
AA meeting request:  The church has had a request to be used as a meeting space for a new AA group.  They would meet 
weekly on Thursday night.  There would be certain expectations that would need to be met.  It was mentioned that this 
would be a good “outreach” for our church. More contact with the facilitator was going to be made by Pastor Tammy.  It 
was offered to give it a 3-month trial to see how it went. 
Kitchen clean up:  Betsy Miller said that she had picked up several dirty dishes in the fellowship hall in the past weeks.  
We need to be responsible for putting our dirty dishes in the kitchen when finished. 
Next Meeting :  March 9, 2021                                     
Devotions for March:   Karla Green 
Adjournment:  Karen Thompson/Steve Beckman motion. Adjourned at 8:33pm                   
Close with Lord’s Prayer  
 
Respectfully submitted: Nita Schultz, Council Secretary 
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Ministry Reflections & Opportunities 2021     
Executive Committee—Continuing Resolution #14  (clearly communicate our responsibilities and duties). 

 
We (our ministry) shine the light of Christ best when…. 

 Faith shines in our church and community with our relationships with God and each other 

 When we focus on the needs of the community 

 Ongoing Bible Studies 
The areas of our ministry (or committee) that are going well…. 

 Nuts & Bolts basics: Men’s Cleaning Crew, Confirmation & Bible Studies  

 WELCA – Lutheran World Relief kits 

 Healthy financial balance 

 SLC is a welcoming church that reflects and embraces diversity in our church & community.  Example:  GWOH – while  
working with Tingvold Lutheran, Underwood Unitarian Church and Underwood School.  

 Livestream services reaches out to people who haven’t attend church for quite sometime or are trying to find a church.  Virtually 
offering our members the ability to watch from their homes. 
 

The biggest challenges we face is…. 

 How we need to adjust to post pandemic needs in our worship services and Sunday School – getting people back 

 Keeping our youth involved after confirmation. 

 Continue stewardship and financial vitality in these challenging times in economy and “busy family lives.”  

 Not overloading Pastor Tammy as she is very willing, especially with Lenten season.  Lenten services, Sunday services, Bible 
studies etc. 

 Livestreaming service may have some preferring to worship at home versus in-person – How to get people back in church 

 Proactive ideas in follow up and reaching out to missing members 

 Summer Rally Sunday 

 Restarting Fellowship coffee/treats safely 
One, two or three new ways to hope to grow our ministry in 2021…. 

 Increase mission support to NW MN Synod 

 Back our youth activities 

 Update SLC Website – Have a Tech Group 

 Make Livestreams the best quality we can produce! 

 Each SLC member invite a neighbor or friend to join us 

 Resume an outdoor worship service at Tingvold Cemetery grounds with the picnic to follow 

 A visible church committee to working ecumenically with other people of faith for justice, peace and reconciliation in SLC,  
Underwood and our world.  (etc. Food Shelf, LWR, helping People In Need like Dylan, quilts for fire victims and collections).   

 Address discrimination and oppression – Educate our children and youth on stop bullying in school and their relationships, but 
stand up and speak up.  Educate adults on non-discrimination based on race, gender, disabilities, sexual orientation and social 
status.  

A dream or hope we have for this congregation is…. 

 Continue Bible Studies opportunities 

 A thriving church – spreading the Gospel and deepening faith for all ages at SLC. 

 A church that encourages and equips people to live out their baptismal promises daily in school, work, and daily walks of lives. 

 Become more outward focused moving from a “time centered to mission centered” council 

 Faith formation and practices with our children, youth and adults and across their lifespan. 

 Leadership in governance and church structure – Review and revise Continuing Resolutions to make them working documents 
specially to SLC. 

 Improve Communication – monthly newsletter articles from SLC Council Members 

 Consider new forms of evangelism – consider calling on ill persons, shut-ins, unchurched, inviting people to SLC 

 Leadership Initiative – Not only Pastor Tammy’s job, but all of us!  

 President’s Expectation of Council Members – Else presented at first SLC meeting 2/9/21. 

 SLC has strong presence in Underwood Community - GWOH’s, donations to Underwood Prom, Advertising on school sports 
pages. 

 Strive for peace and justice. 

 Make SLC Livestreams the best quality we can produce! 

PRAYER CHAIN 

If you have prayer request, we will add them to our  “Prayer Chain”. 

Please email:   sverdrupprayers@gmail.com   or call Laurie Bauck at  218-405-0557.  

We are seeking more volunteers for our Prayer Chain. If you are able to help, please contact  Laurie Bauck. 

 

Philippians 4:6  Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,  
present your requests to God. 

FROM CHURCH COUNCIL PRESIDENT ELSE ANDER SEN —APRIL 2021  

mailto:sverdrupprayers@gmail.com
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Sverdrup Lutheran Church Mission  

Statement  

 
The mission of Sverdrup Lutheran Church is to be a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America (ELCA) in which believers minister to the Spiritual, emotional, and physical needs 

of the congregation, community, and world. 

CONFIRMATION CLASS: SCHEDULE FOR APRIL 2021  

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    1 
6:30 pm 

Maundy Thursday 
Services 

2 
6:30 pm  

Good  
Friday Services 

3 

4 
9 am Easter  

Sunday Services  
No SS 

5 6 7 
12:45 pm  

Confirmation Class 

8 9 10 

11 
9 am Worship  

10 am SS 
Music Instruction 

Resumes 

12 13 14 
12:45 pm  

Confirmation Class 

15 16 17 

18 
9 am Worship 

10 am SS 

19 20 21 
12:45 pm  

Confirmation Class 

22 23 24 

25 
9 am Worship 

10 am SS 

26 27 28 
12:45 pm  

Confirmation Class 

29 
 

30 
 

 

April 2021- Confirmation & Sunday School 
Calendar 

Date Acolyte 

4/1/2021 Maundy Thursday Gracyn Kugler 

4/2/2021 Good Friday Collin Lukken 

4/4/2021 Easter Sunday  

4/11/2021 Conner Thompson 

4/18/2021 Hudson Risbrudt 

4/25/2021 Collin Lukken 
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NEWS FOR YOU 

SVERDRUP QUILTING 

Planning on attending bible camp this summer? 

Sverdrup Lutheran Church scholarships are 

available and applications due by April 1st.  

SUMMER CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS 
 Carl K. and Marie Pederson Endowment Fund: Bible 

camp scholarship for SLC and area youth who are  
attending Luther Crest Bible Camp. 

 Carl O. Hammer and Betty Woldy Memorial Fund:  
Bible camp scholarship for SLC and area youth who 

are attending other Christian retreats. 
 

     COLLEGE BOUND? 
Continuing education scholarship applications are available at Sverdrup: 

• Ole and Kari Wick Memorial Scholarship is awarded to a full-time student from 

SLC who is attending an accredited Lutheran college or seminary ($300 

scholarship 

• John and Shirley Ennen Memorial Scholarship is awarded to a full-time student 

from SLC who is attending an accredited college. ($500 scholarship) 

All scholarship applications are available at the church or on our website. 

Application deadlines are April 1st and will be reviewed by the Life and 

Fellowship Scholarship Committee. Awards will be announced late spring, 

early summer. Please note bible camp registrations for Luther Crest are 

completed through their website (click on link below): 

Luther Crest - Passionate, Authentic, Accommodating  

https://www.luthercrest.org/
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Betty Mattfeld 4/2 

Jenna Lovgren 4/4 

Elaine Janssen 4/8 

Michele Peterson 4/10 

Curt Olson 4/13 

Donna Wold 4/14 

Lew Obright 4/15 

Ruby Henderson 4/17 

Gabriela Rogers 4/18 

Lori Roehl 4/18 

Betsy Miller 4/19 

Stacy Hammes 4/23 

Delores Peterson 4/29 

Aleisha Johnson 4/30 

Alton Edin 4/30 

Dale Jacobson 4/30 

Kathy Kaercher 4/30 

Stella Griebe 4/30 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS  

 

QUILTING 

When mailing letters or packages to Sverdrup Lutheran Church, our Post Office asks that everyone please be sure to use 
our PO Box number in the address. 

 
Sverdrup Lutheran Church 

209 Southern Ave. E.  PO Box 70  
Underwood, MN 56586 

Attention quilters and sewers!  
SLC quilters will resume their normal  

monthly sewing days at Sverdrup beginning 
April 20 and 21 from around 8:30 am till noon. 

 
While many have continued to work on  

projects from home, we are excited to see this 
activity resume at the church. Feel free to  

attend any of the quilting days, which are on 
the 3rd Tuesday and Wednesday of each month 
for the fun, fellowship and of course the sewing 

and quilting!  


