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SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH  

APRIL 2022 NEWSLETTER 

209 Southern Ave. E, PO Box 70 

Underwood, MN  56586 

Pastor Tammy Cell: 701-680-8125  
Pastor’s Email: pastor.sverdrup@prtel.com  

Church Office Phone: 218-826-6919 

Church Email: undlp@prtel.com 

Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 8 am-noon  

The 4th graders have been busy preparing for their First Communion which will be on  
Maundy Thursday. Pictured are Layton Shebeck, Callie Weber, Lauren Frei, Haylee  
Hammer, and Avery Torgusson with Pastor Tammy. 

Join us for Easter Breakfast!  
 

April 17, 7:45-8:45 am 
 

The youth will be serving muffins, rolls, 
eggs, milk, juice, and coffee.  All are 

welcome, free will donations accepted. 
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Duke University ethicist Stanley Hauerwas finds most Christians are too spiritual (I don’t 
believe we can be too spiritual; I would have used the word religious) in the practice of 
their faith.  Christianity “is not a set of beliefs or doctrines one believes in order to be a 
Christian,” he says, (and here is the part I love) “but rather Christianity is to have one’s 
body shaped, one’s habits determined, in such a way that the worship of God is  
unavoidable.” (Embodied Holiness page 22) 
 
During Lent, we have been talking about faith practices- ways we ‘practice’ our faith in our 
daily lives.  These are practices we need to be intentional about, like water and sun, they 
are essential for growth.  We have touched the surface as we have looked at fasting, prayer 
and listening to God and embracing simplicity. 
 
These practices make space for God and help us nurture our faith. Sometimes we get 
caught up in thinking the main place we experience God is in the church but as we become 
attune to it, we can start to see the sacred moments with God we experience in our  
everyday lives. 
 
In book group, we have been reading the book An Altar in the World by Barbara Brown 
Taylor.  In this beautifully written book, Brown Taylor encourages readers to look for all 
the places God is showing up in their everyday lives.  She shares a variety of  
spiritual- though not necessarily distinctly Christian stories to demonstrate the surprising 
ways our spiritual and physical worlds intersect. Through simple practices such as walking, 
working, and prayer or through something as ordinary as hanging clothes on a clothesline  
becomes an act of meditation if we pay close attention to what we are doing and take time 
to notice the sights, smells, and sounds around us. 
 
Brown Taylor learned to find God beyond the church walls by embracing the sacred as a 
natural part of life.  She discovered altars everywhere she went and in nearly everything 
she did as she learned to live with patience, pay attention, and revere the world.  Through 
this book, I am also seeing God and all the ways we live in sacred places with God.  
 
As we are reminded that just as Christ died for our sins and was resurrected, that God can 
make something new in our life too,  may you see God’s presence and love in new ways. 
 
Tammy 
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SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES —  
FEBRUARY 8,  2022  

Members present: 
Laurie Bauck, Steve Beckman, Tina Frigaard, Stacy Hammes, Matt Hoekstra, Lindsey Kugler, Kasey Lindstrom, Betsy 
Miller, Pastor Tammy Jacobson, Dianne Beckman, Kathy Kaercher, Karen Thompson. 
Absent: 
Else Anderson, Brooke Jacobson, Stephanie Olson, Michelle Link, Al Pedersen, and Thea Rothmann. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Karen Thompson (Acting President) at 7:05pm.  A motion was made to approve 
the agenda by Stacy Hammes and seconded by Kasey Lindstrom.  Motion carried. 
 

Devotions were given by Kacey Lindstrom from the daily online devotion, Undivided: We go Together  
“A Mature Community” by Pastor Dan Hickling based on Ephesians 4:11. 
 
The minutes of the December meeting were reviewed with the updated edits from the January meeting. Another edit 
was needed under Executive/Committee Reports, rather than, “She will work December 21 and December 31.” it 
should be, “Karen Terry will work December 21 and December 31.” A motion was made to approve the updated  
December minutes by Dianne Beckman and seconded by Stacy Hammes.  The minutes of the January meeting were 
reviewed, and a motion was made by Stacy Hammes to approve the minutes and was seconded by Kasey Lindstrom.  
Motion carried. 
 
Financial Secretary Report: 
Kathy Kaercher, Financial Secretary, reviewed the January Financial Reports.  Kathy indicated that we surpassed our 
monthly budget goal of $16573.10 for the month coming in at $17,354.34.  
Treasurer: 
Dianne Beckman reported that the January electrical bill was high again this year much the same as last January, due to 
the many cold days.  Dianne indicated that the sound system has been paid for, however, the check given to Dakota 
Sound has not been cashed by the company, so it has not cleared our account.  All bills are current to date.  Dianne will 
be gone for a couple week here in February.  Karen Thompson has the authority to write checks from the account and 
will do so if something should come up.   
A motion was made to accept the financial reports by Steve Beckman and was seconded by Stacy  
Hammes.  Motion carried. 
 
Committee Reports: 

Executive Report – The executive meetings will start at 6pm moving forward vs the previous 6:15pm.  Steve 
Beckman asked if there would be any updates in how we are addressing masks.  It was discussed and  
determined that we will continue with, masks are not required but encouraged.  We will leave our current mask 
signage as is.   
Property & Management – Steve Beckman indicated that the snow moving has been caught up and it looks 
good.  Food Shelf donations were taken in and we donated 64 lbs.  It was determined that donation receipts 
were not needed from the Food Shelf.  Carpet Cleaning was addressed, and it was determined that the  
committee would assess the carpets in the early fall and make the decision on whether cleaning was needed. 
Worship & Stewardship – Laurie Bauck indicated that they have not had a meeting for the year yet, but they 
would be having one soon.  Laurie presented on the request from the choir to practice and sing at the Lenten 
and Easter services without masks.  The issue was discussed.   Laurie Bauck made a motion that the choir 
would be allowed to sing without masks if they so choose.  The motion was seconded by Kasey Lindstrom.  
Motion carried.  

 Education – Kasey Lindstrom stated that this last Sunday, February 6th, 2022, was ‘large group’  Sunday 
 school.  Unfortunately, there were no children that attended.  Sunday school attendance  continues to be low.  

Life & Fellowship – Betsy Miller discussed the 2022 scholarship opportunities.  They are now accepting  
applications for college and bible camp scholarships.  The deadline to apply is April 1st.  They will be awarded 
on May 1st, 2022.  

 
Pastor Tammy Report: 
Pastor Tammy reported that Karen Terry, our new office manager, is doing very well and catching on quickly.  Pastor 
Tammy and the 7th graders had a great time at the game and lesson day on Friday.  Pastor Tammy is planning First 
Communion workshop for 4th graders.  The Youth Gathering has been cancelled; however, Pastor Tammy and the  
confirmands still plan on doing a mission trip, possibly to the Minneapolis area.  Pastor Tammy reminded the council  
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SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES —  
FEBRUARY 8,  2022  

of ‘Giving Hearts Day’ on Thursday, February 10, 2022, and to consider the Northwestern Minnesota Synod.  Pastor 
Tammy is on the nominating committee for the Executive Committee of the Fergus Falls Conference.  She will have 
two meetings in 2022 for this obligation.  She asked the council committees to have at least one member present at 
each council meeting if possible and to work among one another to determine who would attend.   
 
Old Business: 
The sound system is doing really well, and the group is very happy with it.  As was noted in the Treasurer Report, it 
has been bought and paid for. 
 
New Business: 

Revised CR#14 – Duties of the Council Officers – was tabled for the March 2022, council meeting due to it not 
being ready for review. 

Pastor Tammy did ask that once the members receive their books that they review their responsibilities.  
It is recommended that each committee plan a meeting to review the Ministry Area Reflections and 
Opportunities that they completed in 2021.  Taking the time to assess how last year went and any 
new plans that they have for 2022. 

Revised Job Description for Office Manager 
Karen Thompson explained that the updated job description removed the financial aspect responsibilities.  

In addition, the probationary period for the position has been changed from six months to three 
months.  Stacy Hammes made a motion to approve the presented Office Manager job description and 
it was seconded by Kasey Lindstrom.  Motion carried.  

Lenten Soup & Group 
Wednesday, March 2nd will be Ash Wednesday Service.  We are very excited that we will be able to have 

ashes again this year.  
Dinner will not be served on Ash Wednesday. 

Moving forward for the Wednesdays of Lent, we will have soup dinner starting at 5:30pm and the group 
programming will start at 6:00pm. 

The confirmands are required to attend, and they will be bringing a portion of the meal.  A sign-up sheet 
was sent around to the council asking for volunteers to bring soup for the events.  The sign-up sheet 
will continue to be located on the usher table in the Narthex for anyone willing to bring soup.   

Pastor Tammy encouraged members of the congregation to attend Soup & Group. 
Synod Assembly meeting will be held on March 12, 2022, from 9:30-3:30pm in Detroit Lakes.  Three churches 

will be hosting the event.  Pastors, treasurers and voting delegates are encouraged to attend.   
We are hoping to send two members to the assembly meeting.   
They do anticipate having break out sessions for council members. 
It is ideal that those attending the meeting will also be available for the May 21st virtual event as that is 

when the voting will take place.  However, this is not necessarily required.   
 

Other New Business: 
Pastor Tammy communicated that the executive committee agreed that we would start serving the full sandwich 

meal at funerals moving forward, as we had done prior to COVID-19.  We have a family that has asked if 
their prior pastor would be able to partner with Pastor Tammy for a funeral service.  Karen Thompson stated 
that she would review the Sverdrup Constitution for any regulations that indicate that this would not be  

 allowed.  Barring no restrictions from the constitution the council was asked if they had any concerns.  If they 
did, Pastor Tammy asked them to present them at the meeting or to her later in private.  No concerns were 
brought forward at the meeting. 

Karen Thompson communicated that a key to the church would be made available to council members.  A key 
can be signed out at the office with Karen Terry Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday from 8-12pm.  
Please let Karen Terry or Pastor Tammy know if those times do not work and they will set up another time 
with you.  Previous council members are asked to return their key. 

 
The next council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 8th, at 7pm.  Laurie Bauck volunteered for the March  
devotions. 
There being no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Stacy Hammes and seconded by Kasey Lindstrom 
to adjourn the meeting at 8:08pm.  Motion carried. 
 
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
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Quilters arrive at Sverdrup, excited to see what we 
can accomplish together. It is always fun to see the 
various fabrics which provide color and  
texture to each item that we put together.  
Receiving gifts such as this helps us make quilts for 
UHS Graduating Seniors. We use other  
donated fabrics for LWR quilts, about sixty  
annually. We spend about $5.00 for batting for each 
60”x80” quilt. Therefore your gift of fabric is so 
much appreciated. An amazing crew of  
volunteers arrives twice a month (seven months  
only) to match fabrics, iron, assemble, pin, sew and 
tie these gifts of love. A blessing of friendship as 
everyone shares their gift of time while visiting with 
each other, especially during coffee time.  
Homemade desserts usually provided by Verna 
Leitch. Mmmmmm …….  

AFTERNOON (1PM) CIRCLE 
CHANGE OF PLACE 

 
Original afternoon circle will be 
meeting at Broen Life and Light  

Auditorium with Ruby Henderson 
on April 5th at 1pm.  

Meet at Sverdrup Church at  
12:30 for ride sharing. 

Spring is in the air and we are so ready for it, right?!? Covid-19 seems to be winding down along with the health and 
safety concerns and protocols of the last two years and that is a very welcome relief too!   
The 2022 WELCA officers met and decided on activities and events for the rest of the year and dates for related  
conference and synod meetings have been received as well. Sverdrup WELCA Membership booklets are in the  
process of being prepared so please watch for it in your church mailbox in April.  
The Spring 2022 Gathering for the women in Conference 7 (that’s us!) has been planned for Saturday, April 30 at 
First Lutheran Church in Fergus Falls. Registration begins at 1:00 and the meeting time is 1:30-2:30 pm. It’s been two 
years since this event has been held and the focus will be for business matters, updates and elections with  
refreshments served afterward. Registration is just $5.00 per person and is due April 15; please contact Myrna  
Martinson, Else Anderson or myself if you’d like to attend as soon as possible.    
Collection of items for the Lutheran World Relief Personal Care Kits continues through the 40 days of Lent; review 
the monthly newsletter or weekly announcement slides for the specific things that are needed. A table and basket is 
set up in the narthex for donations – thank you!   
 
Blessings to all, 
Karen Thompson, WELCA President 
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If you have had a recent change to your address, phone number or 
email address, please be sure to let the church office know! 

4/3/2022 Bells Performance / Sunday School  G/S Week 5 Holy Week Can I Ask That? 

4/10/2022 
Large Group Sunday School (Palm Sunday)  

 

Group Activity / Lent Theme /? 
(If no volunteers—we will need to 

have regular class:  
Week 6 The Empty Tomb 

  

4/17/2022 No Sunday School (Easter)       

4/24/2022 Sunday School G/S Week 8 The Holy Spirit Can I Ask That? 

5/1/2022 Sunday School G/S Week 9 Early Believers Can I Ask That? 

5/8/2022 Possible Final Day of Sunday School G/S Week 10 Peter Heals Can I Ask That? 

5/15/2022 Final Day of Sunday School - possible addition? Group Activity?   

* If fellowship, coffee & snacks are on hold.  We will go from church directly to Sunday School (10-10:45).  If Fellowship resumes, we will run SS from 10:15-11) 

 

Gabe and 
Katrina 
Lindstrom  
performing a 
skit about 
“treasures” at 
the March 23 
Soup and 
Group.  
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SVERDRUP QUILTING 

NEWS AND NOTES  

Lenten Study Guide available 
 
Looking for another tool to supplement your Lenten  
journey? You will find the five-session study “Lent 2022: A Way 
in the Wilderness” available outside Pastor Tammy’s office. Each 

session draws on Scripture  readings for Lent and a story of hope 
from a ministry supported by ELCA World Hunger, challenging 
us and inspiring prayerful thought about what it means to be 
church for the sake of the world.  Let Pastor Tammy know if you 
would like to discuss this study with others. 

Our quilters, March 2022 
Seated (L to R): Cec 

Kinzler, Donna Toso,  
Delores Pederson, Camille 

Nelson, Kay Wold. 
Standing (L to R): Betsy 

Miller, Tereasa Link, Linda 
Martinson, Virginia Larsen, 

Darlene Trainor, Jackie 
Klinnert, Sandy Gamber, 

Myrna Martinson. 
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Sverdrup Lutheran Church Mission Statement  

 

The mission of Sverdrup Lutheran Church is to be a congregation of the Evangelical  Lutheran Church in 

America (ELCA) in which believers minister to the Spiritual,  emotional,  

and physical needs of the congregation, community, and world. 

Sunday Worship: 9:00 am   Sunday School: 10:15 am 

Office Hours: 8 am — noon   Tuesday—Friday        218-826-6919 

DATE TIME ACTIVITY 

4/6 
(Lent) 

5:30 pm 
6 pm 

Supper — Pedersen, Al and  
Jodi/Kugler 
with Soup and Group volunteers 

4/13 5:30 pm 
6-7 pm 

Supper — Risbrudt 

4/20 5:30 pm 
6-7 pm 

Supper — Kugler 

4/27 5:30 pm 
6-7 pm 

Supper — Thompson 

5/4 5:30 pm 
6-7 pm 

Supper — Larsen 

5/11 5:30 pm 
6-7 pm 

Supper — Kugler 

CONFIRMATION CLASS SCHEDULE 

DATE NAME 

4/3 Conner Thompson 

  

  

  

ACOLYTE  SCHEDULE 

Betty Mattfeld 4/2 

Elaine Janssen 4/8 

Michele Peterson 4/10 

Curt Olson 4/13 

Donna Wold 4/14 

Lew Obright 4/15 

Ruby Henderson 4/17 

Lori Roehl 4/18 

Jacey Ross 4/19 

Betsy Miller 4/19 

Stacy Hammes 4/23 

Delores Peterson 4/29 

Alton Edin 4/30 

Stella Griebe 4/30 

Aleisha Johnson 4/30 

Dale Jacobson 4/30 

Kathy Kaercher 4/30 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS  


