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From Pastor Tammy
How will you remember the year 2020?
As you reflect, your mind may journey down the road of major events: the acquittal of President Donald
Trump in an impeachment trial, the death of NBA legend Kobe Bryant, the rapid spread of the coronavirus
pandemic, the death of Georg Floyd are just a few. Or maybe your mind recalls those words or phrases which
have become etched in our vocabulary- social distancing, stay at home order, quarantine, essential workers,
virtual, Zoom or Wuhan, China. Or maybe it leads you to the everyday items that have new meaning and
urgency such as hand sanitizer, ventilators, masks, toilet paper. And maybe your thoughts go to the leaders
who have walked with us through the year. This list includes not only doctors, nurses, teachers, and elected
officials but all those who have shared their creativity, expertise or talent.
Possibly you will remember 2020 for person reasons. For me it would be leaving Lisbon and receiving
welcome here, getting our kitten named Lydia, or my mom’s progressing Alzheimer’s.
Some of us will remember it as the year “we couldn’t go to church”. This has been hard for many of us.
We often think of “church” as the many ways we gather together. Not just Sunday worship but for fellowship
and service, coffee and quilting, Sunday School and Confirmation, festivals and dinners, to see friends and
family.
I am thankful we have been able to ‘gather’ via internet and now outside as it has allowed us to hold
some familiarity and hear the word proclaimed and preached. Thanks to the portable Communion kits
(individual wrapped wafer and grape juice) we will also be able to partake in Holy Communion on the first and
third Sundays. (If you can’t attend parking lot worship, feel free to pick up kits for your family in the entry area
of Sverdrup)
I invite you to also consider the year 2020 as the year you got to know Jesus in a new way. If you don’t
do so already, try reading the Bible every day. I recommend starting in Matthew or John. Some people find
devotional readings meaningful (there are devotions in the Sverdrup entry) or memorize Scripture so it is in
their ‘pocket’ when they need to hear a word from God. You may also want to consider working through a
Bible Study.
Or maybe you start a new prayer practice routine. You may want to consider exploring different forms
of prayer. One day you might want to simply sit in silence and listen to God, the next time try it for a bit
longer. You may want to pray using the ACTS model of prayer where you walk through these areas:
Adoration, Confession, Thanks, and Supplication. Some people start by praying for those closest to them then
move out to those in other parts of the world. I have a friend who prays for the people in the homes as she
walks by them. Other people find it meaningful to write their prayers in a journal.
As you explore different practices, know I am here to help you explore and then would love to hear
about your experiences. In 2020 may you come to know Jesus’ peace, presence and power in a deeper way.
Pastor Tammy
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S VER DR UP LUTHER AN C HUR CH WELC A —AUGUS T 2020

Can you believe it, the summer is winding down! As one person said to me recently,
how can this be, we haven’t done anything yet!
The evening circle was lucky to meet in July. Six of us gathered in Tereasa Link’s
backyard and a couple more joined us via Zoom. After a discussion of probable scenarios, it
was decided that: Underwood Harvest Festival or not (we were unclear if a decision had been
made), Sverdrup WELCA WOULD NOT be serving a noon meal at the church. The October
Bazaar was left on the table for further discussion, although it looks like its future is grim also.
We are looking for fund raising ideas since our major events look unlikely to happen.
We did some brainstorming at our meeting. If you have ideas for money raising events that
are no contact, no large groups, please let me know.
This article is going to be short and sweet! All fall events for Synodical Women have
been cancelled by the NW MN WELCA board.
Stay well. Stay safe. Stay prayerful. Mask up.
Kathy Kaercher , WELCA President
Sverdrup Lutheran Church Mission Statement
The mission of Sverdrup Lutheran Church is to be a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA) in which believers minister to the Spiritual, emotional, and physical needs of the
congregation, community, and world.

REOPENING SVERDRUP LUTHERAN & COVID-19
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These guidelines have been established in coordination with the State of Minnesota Guidelines, Northwest Minnesota Synod of the ELCA guidelines and the work of our local Task Force: Gary Link, Colt Edin and Aaron Lindstrom.
One of our goals for joining together for worship is to provide an authentic worship service online. The Synod
continues to emphasize that social distancing and staying home are two of the best ways to stop the spread of
Covid-19 and stay healthy.
First what are we doing to help protect everyone?
Prior to conducting worship in the sanctuary Sverdrup Lutheran will:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Sanitize as many surfaces as possible.
Increase airflow in the sanctuary.
Develop a worship service using safe guidelines.
Have hand sanitizer in place.
Have extra masks available for everyone.
If communion is provided, we will use a method of delivery that meets safe guidelines.
We will forgo Sharing of the Peace and ask that people not shake hands, hug, or come in contact with people outside their

family unit.

8. Pastor will not shake hands after the services.
9. Offering will be collected in the entryway before and after the service.
10. Signs will be posted on all doors which are off limits.
11. Worship leaders and vocal musicians will remain at least 12 ft away.
12. There will be no fellowship time after worship.
What we are asking you to do? First, Take time for worship whether at home or at church. If you come to
Sverdrup please follow these rules.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Please use sanitizer as you enter the sanctuary.
Please wear a mask.
If you have any symptoms of Covid-19 please continue to worship online.
If you are in a high-risk group with medical conditions, continue to worship online.
If there is a possibility you have been exposed recently, continue to worship online.
If someone in your household has Covid-19 please join us online.
Social distancing will be key. Ushers will assist in helping us spread out.
Singing emits the most particles into the air. Please do not sing along with recorded music or soloists.
We are asking everyone to use only designated rooms, for the most part this will be the entry ways and sanctuary. Stay out

of the kitchen, classrooms, and janitors’ closets.

10. Only one person is allowed in the sound room at a time.
11. Leave doors to rooms being used open whenever possible.
12. Please do not gather in groups without being at least 6 feet away.
13. Please wait for ushers to excuse you at the end of the service.
14. There are 4 entrance/exits to the building, try to avoid any that are busy.

We are a social group at Sverdrup with the longest Sharing of the Peace in Minnesota. Some of our (good) habits
will be hard to break. We have done a great job so far in the community with no known infection among us. Help
us keep it that way by abiding by the above rules so that we can continue to worship together and provide a worshipful experience for those who are joining us from home. This is also the only way we can move toward fall
scheduling for Sunday School and Confirmation.
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CLASS OF 2020
Quilts prepared by WELCA will be
presented during our outdoor services on
Sunday August 9th. Emails will be sent to
families with this same notice.

➢Dustin Duenow
➢Logan Frigaard
➢Winston Heifort
➢Logan Johansen
➢Ally Johnson
➢Kayla Rocholl
➢Shelby Roehl
➢Kindra Peterson

Congratulations Kindra Peterson!

Congratulations
Ally Johnson!

Happy summer! After so much time apart, I hope to see you at my graduation/send-off
celebration on August 15th at 23974 Canterbury Lane, Fergus Falls, MN!
Drive by from 4-5 p.m. or join in a traditional celebration from 5-7 p.m.
I can’t wait to start the next chapter at the U of M!
Kindra

You are invited to
attend Ally’s
Open House
August 15th
from 4 – 7 pm
at her home.

When mailing letters or
packages to Sverdrup
Lutheran Church, our Post
Office asks that everyone
please be sure to use our PO
Box number in the address.
Sverdrup Lutheran Church
209 Southern Ave. E.
PO Box 70
Underwood, MN 56586

TUNE IN

“MORNING WATCH”
KBRF 1250 am Radio
Daily @ 8:45 a.m.
Pastor Tammy 1st Wed. of each month

Calling volunteers!
The Community Food Shelf in
Fergus Falls is seeking
volunteers to work
Mon-Wed-Fri from
1:30 pm to 4:30 pm each
week. The work includes
bagging and curb-side pick up
only – the public does not
enter the building. Please
consider this need as this
Food Shelf serves 30-40
families each day it is open.
Contact Carolyn Glesne at
218-205-5429 if you are
comfortable as a volunteer or
can donate to this mission
work.

“SING FOR JOY”
KBRF 1250 am Radio
Sundays @ 7:00 am
For excellent ELCA music,
scripture and weekly lessons.

ANN OUN CEMENT S
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S VE R DR UP L UT H E R A N CH U RC H R E O P E NI NG TAS K FO R CE :
R E T U RNI NG TO I N - C H U R CH W O RS H I P S U MM E R 2 0 2 0
Governor Walz is allowing churches in Minnesota to open if they can meet the
guidelines for safe worship. The 12 pages of guidelines focuses on safely gathering in groups larger than
10. Meeting these guidelines will take work; Bishop Bill Tesch has asked each congregation to create a task
force that can establish guidelines specific to each congregation. Colt Edin, Aaron Lindstrom and Gary Link
have all met and reviewed these state guidelines. The four key areas are:

1. staff
2. the building
3. the procedures of worship
4. communication
The 25% capacity and physical distance rule can serve as an example of their task. They will need to
know the capacity of the sanctuary and plan how to best physically distance everyone. This plan has been
included in this newsletter to help communicate safe practices. This will take time to put in place. Presently
we will continue to worship online from home and provide parking lot worship services when weather permits. This process is more than just opening the doors, we want everyone to be safe.
Please call the church office if you have questions or concerns.
https://mn.gov/covid19/media/

Each week, our Sunday Worship Service video is uploaded to YouTube prior to Sunday morning and
is emailed to our congregation. Please be sure to “virtually” join us for Worship on Sunday so that we
may be together in God’s spirit. These Worship Services and Pastor Doug’s Daily Devotionals are also
available on our website https://www.sverdruplutheran.org/slc-worship-services and on our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/SverdrupLutheranChurch/. We will continue to offer these on-line Worship Services

while our Re-opening Task Force works on procedures to resume gathering in person.

PRAYER CHAIN
If you have prayer request, we will add them to our “Prayer Chain”.
Please email: sverdrupprayers@gmail.com or call Laurie Bauck at 218-405-0557.
We are seeking more volunteers for our Prayer Chain. If you are able to help, please contact
Laurie Bauck.

Philippians 4:6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God.

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
Taylor Jevne
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8/1

Brent Mattfeld

8/10

Ardy Johansen

8/1

Al Pedersen

8/10

Jax Gronner

8/2

Kaleb Hammes

8/11

Barry Johnson

8/2

Ericka Stoltenberg

8/12

Brodey Rocholl

8/2

Daxton Olson

8/14

Elizabeth Johanson

8/3

Karen Thompson

8/15

Phil Bauck

8/6

Vernon Johansen

8/18

Jennifer Glesne

8/6

Greta Larsen

8/18

Winston Heifort

8/7

Livvy Ness

8/22

Bentley Samuelson

8/8

Bryan Severson

8/22

Kay Wold

8/8

Aaron Lindstrom

8/25

Arabella Allison

8/26

Irene Lundby

8/9

Adam Thormodson

8/27

Gwen Bruns

8/10

Dean Woodman

8/29

Chloe Fix

8/10

Anthony Onstad

8/30

YOUTH GATHERING—2021
IT’S NOT TO EARLY TO START
PLANNING!!

If you have had
a recent
change to your
email address
(or physical
address),
please be sure
to let Tereasa
know!

Sunday Worship:
9:00 am in the East Parking Lot
And Worship Video

Church Office Hours:
8:00 am - 12:00 noon
Tuesday - Friday

