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SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH  

DECEMBER 2020 NEWSLETTER 

209 Southern Ave. E, PO Box 70 

Underwood, MN  56586 

Pastor Tammy Cell: 701-680-8125  
Pastor’s Email: pastor.sverdrup@prtel.com  

Church Office Phone: 218-826-6919 

Church Email: undlp@prtel.com 

Office Hours: Tues-Fri 8 am—noon  

OUR MUTUAL MINISTRY—ADVENT 
FROM PASTOR TAMMY 

Psalm 126 opens: “When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
we were like those who dream.”  

 
 What does it look like to live as those who dream? Mary, the mother of Jesus, was a dreamer. She  
received and responded to God’s dream for the world. When she heard Angel Gabriel’s announcement that she 
would be the one to give birth to the Messiah, “for nothing will be impossible with God,” she responds, “here  
am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” (Luke 1:37-38)  
 
 Mary dared to dream in her world, at a time filled with hardships and uncertainties. How might we dream 
in our world with its hardships, losses and worries? Advent is a perfect time to anticipate, reflect and respond as 
Jesus’ disciples, stewards of all our Lord has entrusted to us.  A time to say here I am Lord, let it be with me  
according to your word.  
 
 Pastor Eugene Peterson described Psalm 126 as a “song for the road.” Here are the stanzas for singing 
this road song during Advent: Week one – Lord, stir us to lament; Week two – Lord, stir us to repent; Week 
three – Lord, stir us to dream; Week four - Lord, stir us to celebrate.  
 
 Along with other congregations in the Northwestern Minnesota Synod, this Advent we will dream  
together. Each week of Advent we will ponder these themes in worship, small group discussion, and personal 
devotions.   
 
 Advent 1: Lord, Stir Us to Lament (Week of November 29) 
The first part of our journey is naming and lamenting where we are and way we struggle.  We acknowledge the 
darkness we sit in by naming those things that weigh us down and we struggle to feel God’s presence. 
 
 Advent 2: Lord, Stir Us to Repent (Week of December 6) 
We will read Isaiah 40 as a call to prepare the way of the Lord. This is a call to repentance of our own  
sinfulness.  We will acknowledge our own shortcomings as we prepare to have an open heart for our Lord. 
 
 Advent 3: Lord, Stir us to Dream (Week of December 13) 
We read Isaiah 61 as we dream and commit to the future God has envisioned for us. Ask God to show you (and 
our congregation) ways you can be generous and minister to the world. It is out of these dreams new hope for 
the future springs. 
 
 Advent 4: Lord, Stir Us to Celebrate (Week of December 20) 
We celebrate with Mary as she sings her song of praise in Luke 1:46-55.  This is a time we can recognize and 
affirm that everyone, no matter their station in life, is a precious child of god; a time to celebrate and 
acknowledge, like Mary, everyone matters and has something to offer. 

Sverdrup Lutheran 
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 Please join us for weekly group study, worship service, and/or with devotion ‘Those Who Dream’ (See  
Pastor Tammy’s article for more details) 
 
 As we enter the darkest time of the year, we yearn for the bright images of hope and life.  We wait in  
anticipation for the unexpected Jesus who brings light into the world.  The word Advent means arrival or coming.  It 
is a time for anticipation, preparation, and reflection. 

 Advent is a time of anticipation.  In a world torn by conflict, unrest, and violence, we are in search of the light 
of a new day.  Just like Mary, we pause in wonder and dream of the coming of Immanuel- Christ with us. 

 Advent is a time of preparation.  We read the prophet Isaiah’s expectation of the Messiah.  We think about 
what the connection is between the prophet’s message, the recognition of Jesus as the Messiah, and our lives  
today.  We prepare ourselves spiritually for the coming of the Savior. 

 Advent is a time of reflection.  Just as Mary prepared for the birth of Jesus, how do we prepare ourselves?  
How do readjust our priorities for time, energy, and money so the light of Jesus can shine through? 

 Advent comes with the promise that God is coming into our world to renew and restore everything. 

 Along with others from the Northwestern Minnesota Synod, I invite you to join us this Advent for ‘Lord, Stir 
Us to Dream’.  During the four weeks of Advent we will anticipate and prepare for the coming of the Christ child as 
we reflect on the ways we can open our heart and mind to his light. 

 Please consider joining in one or more of the following ways: 

 ꙳ Join us via Facebook or our Website for the weekly worship service 

 ꙳ Join a Zoom discussion groups. There is also a group discussion that accompanies each weekly theme.  I 
will be hosting four Zoom options: Sunday @ 10:00 am, Monday @ 2:00 pm, Tuesday @ 7:00 pm, Thursday @ 
11:00 am.  If you prefer meeting in person (in a small group with proper COVID-19 19 protocols) please contact me. 

 ꙳ Mediate on the personal devotion book “Those who Dream” It is $5.00, contact the church office for a 
copy. 

 May the light of Christ guide your path this Advent and throughout the year. 

 Tammy 

Please keep Dylan Geihsler and his family 

in your prayers. The end of October  

Dylan, one of our 8th grade Confirmation 

students, was diagnosed with Acute  

Leukemia.  We are collecting a ‘loose 

change offering’ to help defray his  

medical costs.  If you would like to help, please drop off or mail your  

donation to Sverdrup with ‘Dylan’ on the memo line. 
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November 22nd was our WELCA Thankoffering 

Service. As in-person services had been  

cancelled this was a recorded event.  Thanks 

to the women who participated.   Our 

Thankofferings were given to support the life-

changing ministries of the Women of the ELCA.  

These offerings were in gratitude for all God 

has given to us, and with hope for all that is to 

come.    

  

We have opportunities this season to help those in need.  A cap, scarf and mitten/ glove basket 

in lieu of a “mitten tree” for Underwood students and Salvation Army persons in need is located 

on a table under the coat rack.  Also, Lutheran Social Service (LSS) has presented us with a  

couple of opportunities.  1)WELCA has gifted a family in need of snowsuits and boots.  2)There 

will be no Candy Cane tree this year.  LSS did not wish to send everyone shopping, but they did 

present us with an alternative.  We will be accepting cash contributions that LSS will use to  

purchase gift cards that will then be distributed to their families in need.  Please give as you 

would have if buying a particular gift.  Since we are not meeting in church, please label your 

gifts as “Candy Cane” either in the check memo (make check payable to WELCA) or place your 

cash in a marked envelop and mail or deliver to the church office .  This offering will be collected 

thru Sunday, December 13.  Thanks for your generosity in making Christmas brighter.  

 

With the uncertainty around gatherings, the December WELCA Bible Study meeting is cancelled.  

I will send out an email concerning election of officers for 2021 and any year end business.  

 

This may not be the Christmas we all want, but we must remember that Christmas is the cele-

bration of the Messiah’s birth.  We can all do that!  Blessed Christmas to all. 

Kathy Kaercher      WELCA president   

CRADLE ROLL ADVENT CALENDARS FROM 
SVERDRUP WELCA: 

 
The Advent Calendar is being mailed to ten Cradle Roll 

families, as well as their Christmas books. Evening  
Circle has taken this project on since 2013 in an effort to 

welcome little ones into Sverdrup Lutheran Church.  
Blessings to everyone.  
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SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CH URCH COUNCIL: OCTOBE R 13,  2020 7 :00 PM  
SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH  

President Steve Schultz called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm. Council Present: Steve Schultz, Pastor Tammy Jacobson, Gary Link, 
Betsy Miller, Kathy Kaercher, Dianne Beckman, Alan Thompson, Bert Kinzler, Kasey Lindstrom, Donna Wold, and Karen Thompson. 
Absent: Zinta Sundby, Brooke Jacobsen, Al Pedersen, Laurie Bauck, Desiree Frie, Karla Green, and Krista Fix. Attending:  Paul 
Beckman and John Wold.                                                                                                                                                                
Approval of Agenda: MSP: Alan Thompson/Kathy Kaercher to approve agenda with the addition of e) Bill from Underwood School 
in new business.                                                                                                                             
Opening Devotions: Betsy Miller:  “Choosing a Path” Psalm 1.                                                               
Pastor’s Report: Pastor met with the First Communion class (5th & 6th grade) for the first of two classes. The parents joined afterward. 
We have a good Confirmation class with 10 - 8th grade and 10 - 9th grade students participating. Pastor had communion with residents at  
Tamarack Manor on Tuesday.                                                                                                              
Secretary’s Report: MSP: Kasey Lindstrom/Dianne Beckman to approve minutes as written.                                  
Financial Secretary’s Report: Kathy presented the financial report noted that giving declined again in September, -$2,000 behind  
budget for the month. MSP: Gary Link/Kasey Lindstrom to approve the Financial Secretary’s report.  
Treasurer’s Report: Dianne presented the current P&L statement and P&L Previous Year Comparison reports for review. The check-
book balance at as of 10/19/20 was $114,387.29. Dianne asked for a motion to not suspend Social Security Withholding for the last  
quarter of 2020 as directed by President Trump. MSP: Karen Thompson/Kathy Kaercher to not suspend Social Security Withholding 
for the last quarter of 2020.  MSP: Gary Link/Kasey Lindstrom to approve the Treasurer’s report. 
Committee Reports: 
 Executive Committee: The committee met on 9/29 and discussed our first “in-house” worship service. Things we got right 
 and things that need improvement going forward.  
 Property and Management: We cleaned out the Parsonage garage, put the washer in storage. Steve fixed the two toilets. The  
 furnace at the church was out on Sunday and steps have been taken to get it repaired. Ditches were cleaned. Dianne stated that 
 the property insurance bids were very close and we decided to stay with the current insurer. Gary said that we have an  
 insurance  adjuster coming to look at hail damage to the steel siding and the roof.  
 Worship and Stewardship: The committee will be meeting 10/23. Pastor asked if there were any concerns to bring to the  
 meeting. Singing with masks and communion procedures were discussed. Pastor thanked the Life and Fellowship committee 
 for their  help with the Installation and New Member Sundays.  
 Education: We have a great group of teachers this year, but not too many kids. Kasey talked about putting together a video of 
 each of the classes for the Christmas program.  
 Life and Fellowship: Karen reported that Pastor’s Installation and New Member Sunday both went well.  
 
Old Business: 

 Nominating Committee: The Nominating committee needs to start the search for council members for 2021. 2 members of 
the current council need to also be on the committee. Steve Schultz volunteered and Karla Green was nominated 

                                                                                                                                                                       
New Business:  

 Haiti Fund:  Paul Beckman presented to the council a Memorandum of Understanding, a document regarding the dispersal of 
the Haiti Fund, which was established with a gift from the estate of Don Robertson, who during his life was involved with in-
stalling and maintaining wells in poverty stricken Haiti. Paul, Irene Lundby and Bert Kinzler were tasked with determining 
which organizations would best utilize these funds. They chose Soaring Unlimited Haiti, a faith-based nonprofit to oversee  
installation of the well at its medical campus in the rural village of Pistere and Living Water, who will fulfill the actual  
installation of the well.  Sverdrup has worked with both of these organizations in the past to place wells in Haiti. The fund  
currently has $24,149.08. MSP: Dianne Beckman/Kasey Lindstrom to transfer the monies in the Haiti Fund to Soaring  
Unlimited Haiti of Lansing, MI.      

Update on Shepherds Staff financial software:  Financial Secretary Kathy reported that our Shepherds Staff financial software 
on the current laptop could not be moved to the new laptop as it is obsolete. She has spoken with Shepherd’s Staff and they 
gave 2 options. 1) To install a new PC based version of Shepherds Staff software on the new laptop for a cost of $450 and a 
yearly support fee of $250. 2) Purchase a subscription to the web-based version for an annual subscription of $475 and a one-
time startup fee (uploading current records to the web) for $199.  MSP: Donna Wold/Kasey Lindstrom to go with option 2) the  
web-based Shepherds Staff financial software.  

John Wold – Synod Rep:  John Wold, a member of the NWMN Synod board of directors talked to the council about the all the 
help, training and support the synod provides to the 223 congregations in our synod. He thanked us for our financial support 
($4,000.00/yr.) and relayed the bishop’s request that each congregation consider a 1% increase in their giving at budget time.  
The support of the NWMN Synod is essential to our success as a congregation. 

Devotions for November: Kasey Lindstrom 
Bill from Underwood School:  Donna Wold asked why the church has not paid a bill from the school regarding sports advertising 

($100.00). Dianne said she had not received a bill from them, but as soon as she did, she would pay it.  
 
Adjournment: President Steve adjourned the meeting at 8:09pm. We concluded the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer. The next meeting 
will be November 10, 2020 at 7:00pm. 
 
Alan Thompson, 
Secretary 
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SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Covid-19 Regulations from Church Council 

 

 Masks are Mandatory for ages 5 and up to 150. 
 Please use the hand sanitizer provided. 
 Distancing – Church Pews will be roped off in areas where you are not to sit. 
 No passing the plate, sharing the peace, or shaking hands. (not to worry, there 

will be a basket in the back of the church so you can share your financial gifts.) 
 Only use the East &/or the West doors. 
 Pastor Tammy will be greeting you outside. 
 You will be ushered out after church. Please do not stay inside to visit.  As  

Minnesota Nice people we like to visit, so we need to move outside to do this. 

 

 
https://mn.gov/covid19/media/ 

PRAYER CHAIN 

If you have prayer request, we will add them to our  “Prayer Chain”. 

Please email:   sverdrupprayers@gmail.com   or call Laurie Bauck at  218-405-0557.  

We are seeking more volunteers for our Prayer Chain. If you are able to help, please contact  

Laurie Bauck. 

 

Philippians 4:6  Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/

Pictured: WELCA Christmas 2019 Potluck at 
the home of Delores Peterson, a tradition 

spanning 30+ years. 
 

Wishing all Circle members a blessed and safe 
Christmas—Delores 

https://mn.gov/covid19/media/share-message/brand-guide/index.jsp
mailto:sverdrupprayers@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfvNgR0bszWPyFbwX1Suh0bqJekbeFbp9oBYij8v5PE_1kC-w/viewform
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Sverdrup Lutheran Church Mission  

Statement  

 

The mission of Sverdrup Lutheran 

Church is to be a congregation of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in  

America (ELCA) in which believers minister 

to the Spiritual, emotional, and physical 

needs of the congregation, community, 

and world. 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES AT CHURCH IN DECEMBER  
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM VIDEO DECEMBER 20, 2020  

CONFIRMATION CLASS: SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER 2020  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 
Confirmation Class Activity TBD 

3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 
Confirmation Class Activity TBD 

10 11 12 

13  
 

14 15 16 
Confirmation Class Activity TBD 

 

17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 
NO CONFIRMATION CLASS 

24 25 26 

27 28  29 
NO CONFIRMATION CLASS 

30 31  

DECEMBER 2020 

When mailing letters or 
packages to Sverdrup Lutheran 

Church, our Post Office asks 
that everyone please be sure to 
use our PO Box number in the 

address. 
 
 

Sverdrup Lutheran Church 
209 Southern Ave. E. 

PO Box 70  
Underwood, MN 56586 
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NEWS FOR YOU 

SVERDRUP QUILTING 

Gifts that grow the Church, fight hunger and transform lives. ELCA GOOD 
GIFTS Catalog can be found by clicking on the above link and going 

through their easy on-line ordering.  
(Use Ctrl+click on the link above).  

Note the special Christmas cards available. 

ALL GIFTS | ELCA Good Gifts 

https://goodgifts.elca.org/all-gifts
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Maggie Hoekstra 12/4 

Treyson Pedersen 12/4 

Jon Frie 12/6 

Gabriel Lindstrom 12/8 

Gaige Jevne 12/9 

Deb Swenson 12/10 

Jan Johnsen 12/11 

Max Grove 12/11 

Steve Jensen 12/11 

Gaiden Hoeper 12/13 

Landon Peters 12/19 

Alan Ladwig 12/19 

CHRISTMAS—the 
birth of Jesus Christ 

12/25 

Stephanie Olson 12/26 

Jessie Wilson 12/29 

Buck Torgusson 12/30 

Oliver Fix 12/31 

Ethan Johansen 12/31 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

If you 
have had a recent change to 
your address, phone number 
or email address, please be 
sure to let Tereasa know! 

“MORNING WATCH” 

KBRF 1250 am Radio 

Daily @ 8:45 a.m. 

Pastor Tammy  

1st Wed. of each month 

 

SING FOR JOY” 

KBRF 1250 am Radio 

Sundays @ 7:00 am 

For excellent ELCA music,  

scripture and weekly lessons. 


