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SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH  

DECEMBER 2022 NEWSLETTER 

209 Southern Ave. E, PO Box 70 

Underwood, MN  56586 

Pastor Tammy Cell: 701-680-8125  
Pastor’s Email: pastor.sverdrup@prtel.com  

Church Office Phone: 218-826-6919 

Church Email: undlp@prtel.com 

Office Hours: Tues-Fri 8 am—noon  

Sunday Worship: 9:00 am (Live Stream begins at 8:55 am) 

Sunday School: 10:15 am  

Office Hours: 8 am — noon   Tuesday—Friday         

218-826-6919 

Our quilting group has worked 

hard and enjoyed warm  

fellowship (and delicious treats!) 

while making these beautiful 

quilts — more than 50! These 

quilts will warm the  

bodies and hearts of all the  

deserving recipients. 

 

Would you like to help make 

quilts? Talk to one of the lovely 

ladies pictured here to learn how 

you can help. 
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The time of Advent is upon us; the season of darkness before light, a time of waiting in hope for the  
unexpected.  It is a time of anticipation celebrating a truth about God, the revelation of God in Christ where 
all creation is reconciled with God.   
 
During this season we reflect on the witness of John the Baptist, crying in the wilderness, pointing to the 
one who is coming.  This is a time to pause in wonder and awe, to welcome the coming of God in the birth 
of a child.  And we prepare for this hope, this babe, the perfect example of newness, potential, and  
possibility. 
 
Advent is about Christ’s coming- not only 2000 years ago- but also coming today.  And Jesus continues to 
come into the lives of hurting and lost people through his body, the church.  This is why we exist- to be the 
body of Christ- Christ’s hands, heart, mind and body.  God’s care and compassion poured out in order to 
restore broken hearts and lives.  This is why our community exists. 
 
I hope that during Advent and Christmas season you will let Jesus come to you anew.  Let God’s healing 
and reassuring presence bless, encourage, and bring healing to you.  That the eyes of your heart will be 
open to see God and others in a new way.  
 
God with us! 
 

Tammy 

We celebrated the baptism of 
Teresa A. Fladhammer on 

November 13, 2022. 

Youth group! 
All high school youth are invited to join in the fun.  

Fun, games, and devotion led by Donna Wold. 
Wednesday November 30, December 14  

from 5:30-7:00pm.  
Christmas party December 22 or 27.  

From the Confirmation students: 
Thank you to Delores Peterson for 

the delicious caramel apples!  
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SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES —  
OCTOBER 11,  2022  

7:04 PM: Call to Order  by Else Anderson, President 

 
☒Else Anderson ☒Laurie Bauck ☒Dianne Beckman ☒Steve Beckman  

☒Tina Frigaard            ☒Stacy Hammes ☒Matt Hoekstra ☐Brooke Jacobson 

☒Kathy Kaercher ☐Lindsey Kugler ☐Kasey Lindstrom ☐Michelle Link  

☒Betsy Miller  ☐Stephanie Olson ☒Pastor Tammy ☒Al Pedersen 

☐Thea Rothmann ☒Karen Thompson 
 
 
Also present was:  Pastor Dominique, Campus Ministry MSUM 
 
Items added to the agenda: 

Review 2023 Executive Council and Council Members – whose position is up for re-election and who 
wishes to continue serving or step away? 

Pastor Dominique from MSUM Campus Ministry was present via Zoom to provide information on their 
mission and need for funding. 

 

A motion to approve the agenda was made by Steve Beckman and seconded by Dianne Beckman;  Motion 
carried  
 
Devotions by: Dianne Beckman, Romans 12: 6-8 
 
Pastor Dominque from MSUM Campus Ministry, Crossroads, presented to the council their need for annual 
benevolence.  The ministry has existed for 70 years providing faith and a place to worship for the campus 
students and faculty.  20-30 kids attend service each week and they also come together each Thursday for a 
meal.  The ministry survives with the funding of individuals and area churches.  Pastor Tammy asked the 
council to keep the ministry in our thoughts and prayers as we move forward in considering a tithe with the 
parsonage sale. 
 
Secretary’s Report (Minutes):        Tina Frigaard 
Minutes from the September 13, 2022, council meeting were approved (or required corrections):                     
A motion was made by Stacy Hammes and seconded by Betsy Miller to approve the minutes. 
Motion carried  
 
Financial Secretary Report:        Kathy Kaercher 
Kathy Kaercher, Financial Secretary, reviewed the September Financial Reports and reported that we are  
doing well.  Follingstad’s have paid their final utility bill.  She also indicated that Rally Sunday brought in 
extra offerings for the month.  There were not any questions for Kathy. 
 
Treasurer Report:         Dianne Beckman 
Diane Beckman reported the checking account balance at the end of September was $110,213.35 and the 
cleared balance was $115,359.19.  Dianne reported that we received the Thrivent Fund Oct. 1, 2022,  
quarterly statement and both funds indicate a loss, in line with the current market. 
A motion was made by Laurie Bauck and seconded by Kasey Lindstrom to approve the financial reports. 
Motion carried  
 
Committee Reports:  
Executive: 

Presented under New and Old Business 
 
Property & Management:  

Steve Beckman reported the LED lights in the Fellowship Hall have been completed with the exception of 
one. 
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SLC quilters and sewers will resume activities in September 2021.  
Enjoy the summer! 

 
Worship & Stewardship:   

Laurie Bauck reported that their planning is complete through December.  Christmas Eve services will be 4:30 
pm outside worship and 5:30 pm inside worship.  There will not be worship on Christmas Day, like  
previous years.   
Laurie Bauck made a motion to accept the Christmas services as presented and Betsy Miller seconded.   
Motion carried  
Phil Bauck will begin choir practice.  Laurie indicated that there is a need for a directional microphone.  They 
will plan for it in their 2023 budget requests.  It was agreed that we will resume using the offering plates and 
noisy offering at the 10/23/2022 service. 
Education: 
Kasey Lindstrom reported that Sunday School is up and running and going well.  The Christmas Program  
practice will start in three weeks.  Kasey will talk with Thea Rothmann and Jessica Hammer about the  
opportunity for the children to use the bells for the holiday season. 
Life & Fellowship:  
Betsy Miller indicated that they are ready to serve the congregation and guests for the confirmation  
celebration this coming Sunday.  
Pastor Tammy’s Report: 
The seven confirmation students have been approved by the executive council and their banquette will be this 
Wednesday, October 12th, 2022.  Donna Wold will be leading a youth group on Wednesday evenings at 5:30 
pm with the goal to keep the confirmed youth involved in the church.  Pastor Tammy will be working on her 
continuing education requirements online.  She reported that they have done continued work on her  
microphone issues during Sunday service and have found that they need to move the receiver out of the  
cabinet.  She is hopeful that this will solve the glitching in and out during service.  Progress has also been 
made on the sound system in the fellowship hall, we are just waiting on an additional part that has been  
ordered. 
 
Old Business: 
Parsonage sale/ revenue update 
The revenue from the sale has been placed in interest-bearing CDs with Farmer’s State Bank. 
 
Bazaar October 1, 2022 9am – 1pm “Praise & Thanksgiving” f/u 
Not all the expenses are in and paid, but we are anticipating $4000-$5000 in earnings on the event.  This is a 
wonderful community service, and it was well attended.  
 
“Right Now Media” f/u 
Pastor Tammy indicated that we are using the streaming service for the Marriage & Relationship small group 
as well as the Bible Study of the Philippians small group.  She indicated that we have a fair number of  
congregation members that have signed on to the service. 
 
Covid level update: Covid cases in our county continue to be low. 
 
Community Picnic – October 14, 2022 – SLC donating 400 assorted chips 
The event will be this Friday.  Else and Jim Anderson will deliver our donation of chips to the football field. 
 
Confirmation – 11 students (7 SLC & 4 TLC) October 16, 2022 
Kalyn Grove, Kaleb Hammes, Gracyn Kugler, Esme Larsen, Collin Lukken, Hudson Risbrudt, and Conner 
Thompson were approved to be confirmed by the Sverdrup Lutheran Church Executive Council. 
 
Dancing Sky AAA presentation – “The File” – October 16, 2022, in the fellowship hall 
It was decided to keep the presentation in the fellowship hall as the library would not be large enough and the 
sanctuary would be used by Sunday School. 

SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES —  
OCTOBER 11,  2022 (CONT.)  
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DATE TIME ACTIVITY 

11/30 5:30 pm 
6-7 pm 

Supper—Lindstrom 
“Practice Generosity” 

12/7 5:30 pm 
6-7 pm 

Supper—Hoekstra 
“Joy” 

12/14 5:30 pm 
6-7 pm 

Supper—Gronner 
“Joy” 

12/21 
12/28 

 No Confirmation 

1/4 5:30 pm 
6-7 pm 

Supper—TBD 
“Joy” 

CONFIRMATION CLASS SCHEDULE 

DATE NAME 

12/4 Daxton Risbrudt 

12/11 Lauren Hexum 

12/18 Max Grove 

12/24 Maggie Hoekstra 

1/1 Treyson Pedersen 

1/8 Max Grove 

ACOLYTE  SCHEDULE 

SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES —  
OCTOBER 11,  2022 (CONT.)  AND SVERDRUP YOUTH  

Continue discussion of split screen for Livestream  f/u  
It was determined that the group would like to learn more about the split screen capabilities for the live stream 
service.  Pastor Tammy will connect with Battle Lake to set up a meeting as they are willing to teach us the 
software capabilities and potential costs. 
 
Nomination Committee (two members from the council and three from the congregation)  
Breck Grove, Lance Peterson & Sharon Kline - Congregation; Tina Frigaard and Kathy Kaercher - Council 
 
New Business: 
Park Region managed service  
A review of the Park Region managed services was completed and it was determined by the committee that 
they were not able to provide the sound system assistance that we were originally looking for.  The group  
decided to continue looking for other options for our needs.  (Affordable Solutions, Hart Pro Audio, etc.)   
 
Start preparing for Budget 2023 
Budget proposals from each committee will be due in November.  Budgets will be finalized in December. 
 
Review 2023 Executive Council and Council Members – whose position is up for re-election and who wishes 
to continue serving or step away? 
The open positions were discussed, and it was determined that we have the following openings for 2023; Vice 
President, Financial Secretary, Life & Fellowship, Property & Management, Cemetery Board, and Education. 
 
The next council meeting is scheduled for November 8, 2022, at 7 pm. 
Tina Frigaard volunteered to do the November meeting devotions. 
 
There being no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Kasey Lindstrom and seconded by Al  
Pederson to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 pm.  Motion carried. 
 
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  
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DECEMBER 2022 WELCA News 
 
Just when the dreary, gray landscape was really getting to me, fresh, white snow came on the scene and 
brightened up our surroundings. Its survival depends on continued below freezing temperatures and that 
complicates many other things. Yes, winter is here to stay for a long while and Minnesota author  
Sinclair Lewis said it best: “Winter is not a season, it's an occupation.”    
 
The annual Thankoffering service, led by Pastor Tammy and women of the church, music provided by 
the Praise Band members, pews decorated with beautiful quilts made by the quilting ladies and the altar 
dressed with colorful abundance, was delightful! Thank you so very much to everyone who participated 
and contributed in all ways to praise and give thanks to God for the many blessings we experience and 
enjoy each day. Amen!  
 
The annual Christmas meeting of the WELCA group will be on Wednesday, December 14 at 2:00 pm in 
the Fellowship hall. We will invite a guest speaker, sing our favorite Christmas hymns and enjoy some  
Christmas goodies together, followed by a short business meeting. We invite all our women and  
encourage you to bring a friend for our last event of the year.  
 
One last project we voted to do was brought up by Donna Wold - to help the Underwood School with  
holiday gift items for Dads that students age Pre-K through 3-4th grades can shop for at school. They are 
looking for gifts such as caps, ice/snow scrapers, gloves, coffee mugs, deck of cards, etc. or cash  
donations for school staff to shop for items for the “school store.” They could also use gift bags/tags. 
There will be a basket set up for this purpose in the narthex and items will be needed by about  
December 5th.  
 
This Japanese proverb is one to use often: "One kind word can warm three winter months." 
 
It has been a very special year serving as WELCA president and especially for us as to get back together 
with doing the Salad Supper, Festival Dinner, Lefse Bazaar and to attend other conference and synod  
meetings. Thank you all for making it happen again! 
 
Else Andersen will serve as WELCA President in 2023 and I ask that you would please support her  
efforts as you have assisted me throughout 2022. 
 
Parting wisdom from me: “You can never have enough winter coats.”  
 
Christmas Blessings on everyone, Karen Thompson, WELCA President    
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The Sunday School 
Christmas program will 
be on December 11. The 
theme is “Country Kind  

of Christmas.” Be sure to 
attend to see the children 

perform! 

Gifts for Dads 

 

A basket will be set up in the  

narthex to collect gifts for  

Underwood students (pre-K—4th 

grade) to give their 

dads. Please bring your 

i t e m s  b y  

December 5th. Cash  

donations may be left at 

the office. 

As we prepare to celebrate the Advent season,  

please help us to remember those in need.  

Our “Mitten Tree” will be up in the fellowship hall after Thanksgiving.  
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DECEMBER  
B IRTHDAYS  

Craig Bruns 12/12 

Gaiden Hoeper 12/13 

Alan Ladwig 12/19 

Landen Peters 12/19 

CHRISTMAS DAY—
The Birth of 
 Jesus Christ 

12/25 

Stephanie Olson 12/26 

Buck Torgusson 12/30 

Oliver Fix 12/31 

Maggie Hoekstra 12/4 

Treysen Pedersen 12/4 

Jon Frie 12/6 

Gabe Lindstrom 12/8 

Stephan Stroh 12/8 

Gaige Jevne 12/9 

Deb Swenson 12/10 

Jan Johnsen 12/11 

Max Grove 12/11 

Steve Jensen 12/11 

Sverdrup Lutheran Church Mission Statement  

The mission of Sverdrup Lutheran Church is to be a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America (ELCA) in which believers minister to the Spiritual, emotional, and physical needs of the  

congregation, community, and world. 

SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH —  NEWS AND DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

SVERDRUP QUILTING 

SVERDRUP CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 

 

Outdoor Services @ 4:30 pm 
Dress warmly and gather by our 

“warming fires” in the  
East parking lot 

Service will be approximately  
30 minutes 

 
 

Indoor candle-light services  
@ 5:30 pm 

“Traditional” Christmas Eve  
candle-light services 


