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SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH  

FEBRUARY 2023 NEWSLETTER 

209 Southern Ave. E, PO Box 70 

Underwood, MN  56586 

Pastor Tammy Cell: 701-680-8125  
Pastor’s Email: pastor.sverdrup@prtel.com  

Church Office Phone: 218-826-6919 

Church Email: undlp@prtel.com 

Office Hours: Tues-Fri 8 am—noon  

Sunday Worship: 9:00 am (Live Stream begins at 8:55 am) 

Sunday School: 10:15 am  

Office Hours: 8 am — noon   Tuesday—Friday         

218-826-6919 

 

 

 

Ash Wednesday  

Worship Service  

February 22  

5:30 pm 

Lenten Soup & 

Group 
 

Begins March 1 at 

5:30pm 

“Unfinished” 

 

Worship  

Sundays at 9am 
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“Honor the space between no longer and not yet,” writes author and life coach, Nancy Levin. 

 

You can probably think of experiences from our own life in which you occupy the space between no 

longer and not yet. The space between before and after- a medical diagnosis, living with a loss,  

navigating a relationship change, a job change, a move. The space between childhood and adulthood, 

adulthood and midlife, midlife and the autumn years. The space between yesterday and tomorrow, your 

comfort zone and uncharted territory, between Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday. 

 

As people of faith, we live our lives in the space between no longer and not yet. We dwell in the space 

between the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus and the final fulfillment of God’s hope-filled  

promises. In this space between, we dwell in the unfinished as unfinished people. As John reminds us, 

“we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed.” 

 

But we are not left alone in this space between no longer and not yet. As Rev. Dr. Charlene Rachuy 

Cox puts it “We are not left alone to navigate this unfinished life by ourselves. God is here -  

present-tense, each and every day - calling to us, accompanying us, renewing and recreating us - over 

and over again.” 

 

One way that we can lean into and honor this space between no longer and not yet is to engage in  

spiritual practices that both invite us to be attentive to God’s present-tense call and nourish God’s  

relationship with us.  

 

This Lent, you are invited into the spiritual practice of vocare, a practice designed to help you discover 

and embrace various ways that God calls you in everyday life so that even amid the not yet, you can 

more intentionally live life on purpose for the common good. 

 

Beginning on Ash Wednesday with a reminder of our shared and called baptismal life and culminating 

on Easter Sunday with the call to practice resurrection, each week will explore a new guiding practice 

and practical ways to engage vocare in your personal life, your circle of relationships, and in our 

Sverdrup community. You won’t want to miss the opportunity to dig into ways God calls us into the  

not yet. 

 

 

 

Unfinished: Discovering God's call in the not yet 
 

Ash Wednesday, Feb. 22:  Called to Renewal 

Lent 1, Feb. 26: Called to Values                                                                   

Lent 2, March 5: Called to Openness 

Lent 3, March 12: Called by God 

Lent 4, March 19: Called to Attentiveness 

Lent 5, March 26: Called to Regret 

Palm/Passion Sunday, April 2: Called to Experience God’s Presence 

Easter Sunday, April 9: Called to Resurrection 
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SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES —  
DECEMBER 13,  2022  

7:01 PM: Call to Order  by Else Anderson, President 
(The meeting was held virtually due to the weather conditions.) 
 
☒Else Anderson ☒Laurie Bauck ☒Dianne Beckman ☒Steve Beckman  

☒Tina Frigaard ☒Stacy Hammes ☒Matt Hoekstra ☐Brooke Jacobson 

☒Kathy Kaercher ☐Lindsey Kugler ☒Kasey Lindstrom ☐Michelle Link  

☒Betsy Miller  ☒Stephanie Olson ☒Pastor Tammy ☐Al Pedersen 

☐Thea Rothmann ☒Karen Thompson 
 
Items added to the agenda: 

Zoom Meetings – resolutions?  OK, to schedule them for 2023? 
Sunday School Program Follow Up 
Yoga 
Nominating Committee Update 

 
A motion to approve the agenda was made by Stacy Hammes and seconded by Karen Thompson.                                     
Motion carried . 
 
Devotions by: Tina Frigaard 
Appeal to God’s Justice – Psalm 5 / Session 6 
 
Secretary’s Report (Minutes):        Tina Frigaard 
Minutes from the November 8, 2022, council meeting were addressed and Kathy Kaercher  
submitted edits to the financial report, which were completed. 
 
A motion was made by Karen Thompson to approve the minutes and was seconded by Stephanie 
Olson. Motion carried  
 
Financial Secretary Report:       Kathy Kaercher 
Kathy Kaercher reported that we are in a very favorable position for year-end.  She accepted  
questions regarding the financial reports that were sent out via e-mail.  None were asked. 
 
Treasurer Report:        Dianne Beckman 
Diane Beckman reported the checking account balance at the end of November was $122,131.82 
and the cleared balance was $118,958.87. 
Dianne Beckman reported that the financials are going well and asked for questions regarding 
budget performance.  None were asked. 
 
A motion was made by Steve Beckman and seconded by Stacy Hammes to accept the financial 
reports. Motion carried  
 
 
Committee Reports:  
Executive: 

The issue of allowing committee members to attend meetings via Zoom was addressed and yes it 
was decided that we would allow it. Else Anderson, the Council President, will look to see if a 
change to the resolution needs to be made.   
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SLC quilters and sewers will resume activities in September 2021.  
Enjoy the summer! 

 

Property & Management:  

Steve Beckman stated that he has not gotten a quote back for the parking lot for doing the  
resurfacing.  The furnaces were serviced, and snow removal has been lined up. 
 

Worship & Stewardship:   

Laurie Bauck reported that Valerie has the music all lined up and things are going well.  The grand 
piano has been tuned and the fellowship hall piano will be tuned at a later time. 
Betsy Miller asked if it would be possible to have three songs for the congregation to sing during 
communion.  Laurie indicated that she would talk with Valerie Sohl regarding the request. 
 
Education: 
Kasey Lindstrom reported that we had another successful Christmas program.  Sunday School will 
start again on January 8

th
.  There will be three classes; P-1

st
 Grade, 2-4th Grade, and 5-7

th
 Grade.  

The children will be singing at service on Feb. 12, March 12, and April 16
th
. 

 
Life & Fellowship:  
Betsy Miller indicated that they prepared 36 treat bags for the Sunday School children as a gift after 
the Christmas program.  The extras were delivered to Tamarack Manor. The church scholarship  
recipient needs to submit verification of spring enrollment and the scholarships will be paid to the 
college.   
 
Pastor Tammy’s Report: 
The speaker in the fellowship hall has been fixed and is working well. The church youth group will 
start meetings again in January.  Pastor Tammy made a request from the group to ask if anyone is 
interested in leading a small group bible study and to let her know if you are.  She asked about 
RightNow Media and for feedback on the streaming service.  It was added to the budget proposal 
for 2023. 
 
Old Business: 
Covid Level - MEDIUM 
We will have communion at the altar. 
 
Split Screen Livestream with First Lutheran in Battle Lake 
Tabled until January 
 
Continued discussion of Budget 2023  
Tina Frigaard brought forth a couple of clarifying questions regarding the annual increases for Karen 
Terry and Valerie Sohl.  The council discussed and the reviews were finalized. 
 
Nominating Committee Update 
Kathy Kaercher and Tina Frigaard provided the nominees to date and indicated that the committee 
is still looking for a Financial Secretary and the three nominating committee members for 2023. 
 
 
 

SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES —  
DECEMBER 13,  2022 (CONT.)  
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DATE TIME ACTIVITY 

2/1 5:30 pm 
6-7 pm 

Supper—Risbrudt 
“Make Peace” 

2/8 5:30 pm 
6-7 pm 

Supper—Grove 
TBD 

2/15 5:30 pm 
6-7 pm 

Supper—Pedersen 
“Baptize” — Holy Week 

2/22  ASH WEDNESDAY 

3/1 5:30 pm 
6-7 pm 

Supper—Hoekstra 
“Have Sabbath” — Lent 

CONFIRMATION CLASS SCHEDULE 

DATE NAME 

2/5 Daxton Risbrudt 

2/12 John Gronner 

2/19 Hannah Hexum 

2/22 
(Ash Wed.) 

John Gronner 

2/26 Aubrey Hexum 

3/5 Lauren Hexum 

ACOLYTE  SCHEDULE 

SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES —  
DECEMBER 13,  2022 (CONT.)  AND SVERDRUP YOUTH  

 
New Business: 
Dianne Beckman presented the budget and highlighted that there was an increase to the Luther 
Crest membership fee, we increased our World Mission donations by $1,000, and electricity  
expenses have increased. We no longer have parsonage upkeep expenses and that is a benefit to 
the budget. 
Steve Beckman made a motion for the council to approve the budget recommendations for the  
congregation to review at the annual meeting and Laurie Bauck seconded the motion.  Motion  
Carried 
 
The next council meeting is scheduled for January 10, 2023, at 7pm. 
Laurie Bauck volunteered for the January 10th meeting devotions. 
 
There being no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Stacy Hammes and seconded 
by Stephanie Olson to adjourn the meeting at 8:42pm.  Motion carried 
 
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
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February 2023 WELCA News 
 

 

Mother Nature caused our December Christmas 

WELCA Meeting to be cancelled until January 11, 

2023.  It was an educational event.  Stan Carignan, 

Executive Director, Fergus Falls Habitat for  

Humanity was our speaker and informed us his 

vision for HFH.  Their mission is to put God’s love 

into action by bringing people together to build 

affordable homes and give hope to families in our 

local communities. He said they would love to 

build a home in Underwood. We enjoyed Laurie 

Bauck playing piano and leading us in some  

favorite Christmas carols.  Our proposed 2023 

Budget of $7,750 was reviewed and passed with 

20 plus local, regional, national, and international 

benefactors to receive our donations.   

 

Election of 2023 Officers occurred and are as  

follows: 

President:  Else Andersen 

President Elect: Open position 

Secretary:  Tereasa Link 

Treasurer:   Myrna Martinson 

Mission Growth: Delores Peterson 

Mission Action:  Darlene Trainor 

Library:   Linda Martinson 

   Betsy Miller 

  

Our WELCA will be sending LOVE Boxes to our 

college students and those in military service.  

Snacks, cookies, candy, hot cocoa, notepads, pens, 

pencils, highlighters, stamps are examples of items 

to be collected. Contributions should be in by 

2/01/2023 for arrival by 2/14/2023. 

 

Mission Action Update for 2022: 

106 quilts created  

68 school kits 

103 personal care kits 

771 baby care kits 

 

Thank you to the dedicated women and men who support and participate 

in the many projects and programs we undertake throughout the year. 

You make it HAPPEN!   

 

Blessings!  Else Andersen, WELCA President 
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If you have had a recent change to your address, phone number or email address,  
please be sure to let Karen in the church office know! 

SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH —  NEWS AND NOTES  

Interested in yoga? Consider joining a breathing, 

stretching, and balance group led by certified  

instructor Lynelle Hartman. 

 

The groups meet Wednesdays at 1pm or Friday at 

10am in the Sverdrup fellowship hall — you can  

attend either one or both. The cost is $10 a session. 

This is hosted by the Woman’s Study Club of  

Underwood but all men and women are invited to  

participate.   

 

 

JOIN THE CHOIR! 

 

Choir practice will be held on 

the following Wednesdays  

at 7pm: 

 

February 8 

February 15 

February 22 

March 1 

 

All are welcome to sing!  

Contact Phil Bauck for more  

information. 
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FEBRUARY  
BIRTHDAYS  

Beck Jacobson 2/15 

Duane Swenson 2/16 

Bob Thormodson 2/17 

Ione Johanson 2/17 

Jacob Mattfeld 2/17 

Jeremy Jacobson 2/19 

Madison Hoekstra 2/19 

Lindsey Kugler 2/20 

Dave Kline 2/25 

Doris Loe 2/27 

Jayce Drechsel 2/1 

Nicole Woodman 2/3 

Layton Shebeck 2/3 

Jenna Thompson 2/4 

Jakoby Shebeck 2/5 

Ricky Kugler 2/11 

Kyle Jensen 2/12 

Loreli Westby 2/12 

Anne Stenoien 2/12 

Sue Jensen 2/14 

Sverdrup Lutheran Church Mission Statement  

The mission of Sverdrup Lutheran Church is to be a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America (ELCA) in which believers minister to the Spiritual, emotional, and physical needs of the  

congregation, community, and world. 

SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH —  NEWS AND FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS  

SVERDRUP QUILTING 

Lenten Soup & Group 

 

Lent begins February 22 with Ash Wednesday. Please join us for  

worship this evening at 5:30pm (NO meal). Starting March 1 (until March 29) please join us 

Wednesday evenings for Soup & Group. This will be a light soup supper followed by lessons 

and group time. You can find the sign-up 

sheet for soup (make enough for 24) in the 

Sverdrup entry. Confirmation families will 

provide the bread and goodies and set up, 

feel free to help them clean up. 

 

Remember Sverdrup is an allergy free  

environment — please no peanuts, nuts, or 

peanut butter for bars/cookies or  

sandwiches. 

 

Please join us Wednesday evenings at 5:30, 

in the fellowship hall, as often as you can 

(required for Confirmands). 
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 President Report: 
Sverdrup Lutheran Church Annual Meeting was January 22, 2023.  It was well attended and good  
participance and discussion.  All written reports and acknowledgements very completed.  Dianne  
Beckman presented and answered questions regarding the Profit and Loss 2022.  2023 Proposed Budget 
of $180,432.81 was passed.  A good healthy discussion of the parsonage sales and possible action on 
the sale proceeds.  The SLC Council is recommending that we form a committee of congregation  
members and a couple council members to research and present options for our church to tithe 10% of 
the profits of the sale of the parsonage.  Doing so is inline of our mission statement: To be a  
congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) in which believers minister to the 
spiritual, emotional, and physical needs of the congregation, community, and world.  Our check of 
$205,010.72 was deposited into FSB in August and is in varying sizes and time staggering CD’s.  So, 
tithing 10% would be $20,500.  We know we need to repave our parking lot.  We’ll get bids in the 
spring but hope to complete this project when the Underwood School repaves their parking lot in June 
or later.  We also have $9,000 in escrow at the Title Company which we will receive a portion of when 
the title and lawyer’s office have completed their final work.  The council wants our congregation to 
have input and decision making in this tithing concept and final decisions.  Volunteers were asked for 
from the congregation at large: John Wold, Phil Bauck and Michelle Jevne volunteered to work with 
two council members which Dianne Beckman has volunteered to help with and another council  
member will be pending. Just a reminder that any disbursement of $5,000 or more will require a  
congregation approval prior to making it.  So, this task force will be coming back to the congregation 
with the plan for the tithing of the $20,500 amount and the congregation final approval.  Brainstorming 
and suggestions were offered about the additional $200,000.  John Wold asked us to prayerfully  
consider the use of that money.  It was an excellent discussion by many involved.  2023 Election of 
council officers, committee and board members were completed. 
President   Else Andersen   1 year term 
Vice President   Tereasa Link   1 year term 
Secretary   Tina Frigaard   1 year term 
Treasurer   Dianne Beckman  1 year term 
Education   Brooke Jacobson  3 year term 
Property & Mgmt  Sharon Kline   3 year term 
Life & Fellowship  Nicole Woodman  3 year term 
Worship & Stewardship  Dale Jacobson   3 year term 
Cemetery Board  Steve Beckman   2 year term 
Cemetery Board  Alan Thompson  2 year term 
 
2023 Nominating Committee Michelle Jevne  
    Myrna Martinson 
    Alan Sundby 
Two additional Nominating Committee will be filled by Council Members 
 

Synod Assembly Representatives: Tina and Greg Frigaard 
(Planned NWMN Synod Assembly date is June 3, 2023 either by Zoom Meeting or in four different 
locations). 
 

Installation of newly elected officers, committee and board members is Sunday January 29, 2023, at the 
9 am service.  Our initial Council will be Tuesday February 21, 2023 - 6pm Executive Council and 7pm 
full Council. 
 
Finally, I’m honored, I’m humbled, I’m blessed to be your President at Sverdrup Lutheran.  We are 
constantly reassured by the countless ways that God has been faithful to us personally and to Sverdrup, 
even while we trust that God will continue to show us in the challenges we face in the future.  
God’s Peace & Grace, Else M. Andersen SLC President  


