
Sverdrup Lutheran Church 
Sunday, January 29, 2023      4th Sunday after Epiphany 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new, whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy One, source of our renewal, we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves. We 

have not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have turned away from you. For the sake of the world 

you so love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another for the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new things I now declare.” God’s mercy makes us 

new. We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

Gathering Song         “O God of Mercy, God of Light”  ELW #714, vs. 1, 2, 3, 4 

 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the pure in heart. 

Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and 

deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Installation of Officers and Council Members 
 

First Lesson: Micah 6:1-8 
  1Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your 

voice.2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, and you enduring foundations of the earth; for 

the LORD has a controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel. 
3“O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 4For I brought you up 

from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and 

Miriam. 5O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered 

him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 

 
6“With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him 

with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands 



of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 

  8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to 

love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

Psalm: Psalm 15 
 1LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your holy hill? 

 2Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the truth from their heart;  

 3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. 

 4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the LORD. They have sworn upon 

their health and do not take back their word. 
5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the innocent. Those who do 

these things shall never be overthrown.  

Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 

power of God. 19For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish 

the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God 

decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and 

Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 

Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 

God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were 

powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God 

chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, things 

that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that no one might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the 

source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification 

and redemption, 31in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 

Children’s Message                 Pastor Tammy Jacobson 

Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12 
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2Then 

he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on 

my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 

prophets who were before you.” 



Message         Pastor Tammy Jacobson 

 

Song of the Day  “Blest Are They”     ELW #728, vs. 1, 2, 4 

 

The Creed 
We believe in God, the creator and giver of life, who brought all creation to birth, who mothers us and 

fathers us, protecting, nurturing, and cherishing us. 

We believe in Jesus Christ, God born among us as a fragile baby, embodying both love and the need for 

love, and calling us to rest in God as trustingly as a tiny child. We believe in the Holy Spirit, breathed into 

us at our birth, always drawing us on to be born again, encouraging, exhorting, comforting, nourishing our 

growth and inspiring our living.  
We believe in the reconciliation of the world to God through Christ. Hunted at birth and humiliated at 

death, Christ entered our fearful darkness so that we might enter his glorious light and share the life of his 

resurrection. And we believe that each new child is a glimpse of the face of God, a sign of the life to come, 

and a call to live in peace and celebrate living together. Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s 

people on earth. Amen.  

 The Prayers  

Reader: “Let us pray…….” 

Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, Send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.  

 

The Lord’s Prayer – Sung by Phil Bauck    Plum/HWC #426 

 

Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 

 

Offering 

 

Offering Song  “This Little Light of Mine”   ELW #677, vs. 1 

Offering Prayer 

Blessing 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod ☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 

today and always. Amen. 
 

Sending Song  “Jesus, the Very Thought of You”  ELW #754, All 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.   Thanks be to God. 



 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR Clarice Peterson, Brandy Link (daughter-in-law of Gary and Tereasa 

Link), and Chris Pederson.  

Coming up at Sverdrup Lutheran Church 

Sun. 1/29 

9 am/10 am 

10:15 am 

10:15/11 am 

Worship Service/Fellowship 

Sunday School 

Tingvold Fellowship/Worship Service/ANNUAL MEETING 

Wed. 2/1 

8:45 am 

1 pm 

5:30 pm/6 pm 

Morning Watch with Pastor Tammy on KBRF 1250AM 

Yoga in Fellowship Hall 

Confirmation Meal/Class 

Thurs. 2/2 7 pm AA Meeting 

Fri. 2/3 10 am Yoga in Fellowship Hall 

Sun. 2/5 

9 am/10 am 

10:15 am 

10:15/11 am 

Worship Service – Holy Communion/Fellowship 

Sunday School 

Tingvold Fellowship/Worship Service 

 

Offering and Attendance 

Date Offering 
Auto  

Giving 
Total 

Service  

Group 

Noisy 

Offering 
Memorials 

Friends  

in Need 

In-Person 

Attendance 

1/22 $1461 $520 $1981 $60 $96.15 $25 $30 64 

 

 

 

    Sverdrup Lutheran Church 

    209 Southern Avenue East/P.O. Box 70 

    Underwood, Minnesota 56586 

    Church Office: 218-826-6919/undlp@prtel.com 

    Pastor Tammy Jacobson: 701-680-8125/pastor.sverdrup@prtel.com 

    Church’s Website: sverdruplutheran.org 

Thank you to the following people for helping with our worship service 
today: 
Accompanist Valerie Sohl 

Acolyte Max Grove 

Reader and Prayers of the People Stacy Hammes 

Ushers Michelle and Norah Link 

Projection & Audio Karen Thompson and Dale Jacobson 

Fellowship Coffee and Treats Betsy Miller and Stacy Hammes 

Visitors, please fill out the orange card in the pews and place it in the offering plate. We thank you for joining us today and 

please join us for coffee and treats in the Fellowship Hall following worship. 
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