
 

 

Sally Tolifson 

January 8, 2023 ~~ 9am 

“Epiphany of Our Lord” 

Sverdrup Lutheran Church 

209 Southern Ave. East PO Box 70, Underwood, MN  56586 

Church Office: (218)-826-6919 

Pastor’s Cell: (847) 431-4655 

Pastor’s Email: pastor.sverdrup@prtel.com 

Church’s Email: undlp@prtel.com 

Church’s Website: www.sverdruplutheran.org 

Accompanist Valerie Sohl 
Acolyte Max Grove 
Reader and Prayers of the People The Lindstrom Family 
Ushers The Lindstrom Family 
Projection & Audio Jim and  Else Andersen 
Fellowship Coffee and Treats Laurie and Phil Bauck 

Offering and Attendance 

Date Offering Auto  TOTAL Youth Organ Fund In-Person  

1/1 $2540  $2540 $50.75 $50 51 

Coming Up at Sverdrup Lutheran Church 

Sun. 1/8 

9 am/10 am 

10:15 am 

10:15/11 am 

Worship Service/Fellowship 

Sunday School 

Tingvold Fellowship/Worship Service 

Mon. 1/9 
1:30 pm 

5:30 pm 

Communion at Tamarack Manor 

1st Monday Marriage Care 

Tues. 1/10 
6 pm 

7 pm 

Exec. Council Meeting 

Full Council Meeting 

Wed. 1/11 

2 pm 

5:30 pm 

6 pm 

WELCA Christmas Meeting 

Confirmation Meal 

Confirmation Class 

Thurs. 1/12 7 pm AA Meeting 

Fri. 1/13 10 am Yoga in Fellowship Hall 

Sun. 1/15 

9 am/10 am 

 

10:15/11 am 

Worship Service — Communion/Fellowship 

No Sunday School 

Tingvold Fellowship/Worship Service 

PLEASE PRAY FOR Clarice Peterson and Tereasa Link at the passing of her sister. 

Visitors, please fill out the orange card in the pews and place it in the offering plate. We thank you for joining us today and 

please join us for coffee and treats in the Fellowship Hall following worship. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #31902. New Revised Standard 

Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 



 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
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GATHERING MUSIC   

Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news.  

Thanks be to God. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

God bless you and keep you, ☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the Spirit send 

peace upon your hearts, now and forever. Amen. 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the  

presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Word made flesh, our life and our  

salvation. Amen. 

Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us confess our sin.  

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of life, you promise good news of great joy for all people, and call us to be 

messengers of your peace. 

We confess that too often we hoard our joy, our resources, and our security. 

We nurture conflict and build barriers. We neglect the needs of our neighbors 

and ignore the groaning of creation. Have mercy on us. 

Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. Where we are reluctant, give us 

courage. Where we are cynical, restore our trust. Renew us with your grace and 

give us again the hope of eternal life in you. Amen. 

Hear the good news: We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises through 

the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. In ☩ Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. Sing 

with joy, for all the ends of the earth shall know the salvation of God. Amen. 

 WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

GATHERING SONG “The First Noel”  ELW #300, vs. 1, 3, 5 

SENDING BLESSING   

SENDING SONG “Arise, Your Light Has Come!”           ELW #314, All 

DISMISSAL   

SENDING MUSIC   

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who  
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and  
ever. Amen. 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER  

JESUS’ WORDS  LBW pg. 70  
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God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts 

with the song of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration. 

Strengthen us to share with all the world the abundance of your grace upon 

grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. Amen. 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading 
of a star. Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us 
at last to the full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
1
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen  

upon you. 
2
For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the 

Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 
3
Nations shall come to 

your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
4
Lift up your eyes and look 

around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far 

away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
5
Then you shall see 

and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea 

shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6
A multitude of 

camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba 

shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of 

the Lord. 

 SHARING OF THE PEACE 

OFFERING   

OFFERING SONG “This Little Light of Mine” ELW #677, vs. 1 

OFFERING PRAYER   

 PRAYER OF THE DAY  

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 60:1-6   

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was  
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended 
into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is  
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the  
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen. 

 THE APOSTLE’S CREED  
GREETING 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

THE PRAYERS 

 Reader: “Let us pray…….” 

 Congregation Response : (ELW #752): 

 Lord, listen to your children praying,  
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

 Lord, listen to your children praying,  
Send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace. 
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1
This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you  

Gentiles—
2
for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was  

given me for you, 
3
and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I 

wrote above in a few words, 
4
a reading of which will enable you to perceive my  

understanding of the mystery of Christ. 
5
In former generations this mystery was not 

made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and  

prophets by the Spirit: 
6
that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the 

same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
7
Of this  

gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me 

by the working of his power. 
8
Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace 

was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 
9
and 

to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who  

 

1
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 

from the East came to Jerusalem, 
2
asking, “Where is the child who has been born 

king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 

homage.” 
3
When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 

him; 
4
and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 

of them where the Messiah was to be born. 
5
They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; 

for so it has been written by the prophet: 
6
‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler 

who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
7
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men 

and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 
8
Then he sent 

them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you 

have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 
9
When 

they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that 

they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 
10

When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 
11

On 

entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down 

and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of 

gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
12

And having been warned in a dream not to return to 

Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

SECOND LESSON  Ephesians 3:1-12  

GOSPEL  Matthew 2:1-12  

MESSAGE  Sally Tolifson 

SONG OF THE DAY “Bright and Glorious  

Is the Sky” 

ELW #301,  

vs. 1, 2, 4, 6 

1
Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son; 

2that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice;  
3
that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,  

and the hills, in righteousness. 
4Let him defend the needy among the people,  

rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.  
5
May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another. 

6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,  

like showers that water the earth. 
7
In his time may the righteous flourish;  

and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
10May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute,  

and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.  
11

May all kings bow down before him, and all the nations do him service. 
12For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress,  

the oppressed, and those who have no helper. 
13

He has compassion on the lowly and poor, and preserves the lives of the needy. 
14From oppression and violence he redeems their lives,  

and precious is their blood in his sight.  

PSALM 72  Verses 1-7, 10-14  

PUPPET SHOW   

created all things; 
10

so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety 

might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 
11

This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ 

Jesus our Lord, 
12

in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence 

through faith in him. 


