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OUR MUTUAL MINISTRY:

209 Southern Ave. E, PO Box 70
Underwood, MN 56586
Pastor Tammy Cell: 701-680-8125
Pastor’s Email: pastor.sverdrup@prtel.com
Church Office Phone: 218-826-6919
Church Email: undlp@prtel.com
Office Hours: Tues-Fri 8 am—noon

Vacation Bible School—”Mission Deep Sea”
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It is evening when Jesus invites the disciples to go over to the other side. A short time later,
a furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped.
Unbothered by the chaos around him, Jesus is asleep at the rear of the boat with his head resting
upon a pillow. In a frustrated outburst, the disciples cry out, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?”.
The storm subsides the moment Jesus commands it Be silent! Be still!. (Mark 4:35-41)
Jesus then turns to his disciples and asks them- why are you so afraid? Do you still have no
faith?. His questions expose the contrast between the disciples, who respond to the storm with fear
and despair, and Jesus who is so unconcerned by the turbulence around him that he falls asleep.
Throughout Mark’s gospel we encounter disciples who are confused and dumbfounded. So it
doesn’t surprise us when they ask, Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him? We
can give them credit for one thing- they get the question right, even if they do not quite know yet how
to answer it. As so often happens, the disciples fail to see this is not only about their lack of faith,
but it is also about the faithful One in their midst.
The storm reveals something about God, the world, and faith as the disciples take
another small step in their journey to recognizing Jesus’ identity and invitation to “go to the other
side”.
I love this narrative as it helps us see how adversity can function as a “thin space”- where we
not only encounter our own vulnerability but also come face-to-face with the living God. The world we
inhabit is full of things both beautiful and terrible. Thankfully, we do not sail these dangerous waters
alone- the One who stills the waters with a word also joins us in the boat.

As individuals and as a congregation we are called to “cross to the other side” as we live our
lives in trust instead of fear. Each Sunday this month, we will read from Mark’s gospel as Jesus and
his disciples travel on the Sea of Galilee. Join us as we encounter the living God as we too journey
from shore to shore.
Tammy
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The meeting was called to order by President Else Anderson at 7:04 pm. Present were: Karla Green, Pastor Tammy, Thea R., Else A,
Steve B, Karen T, Dianne B, Kathy K, Stacy Hammes, Gary L, Brooke J, Alvin P, Kasey L, Betsy M, Steph O.
Absent were: Nita Schultz and Desiree Frie.
Devotions were given by Karla Green, “Develop a Heart of Generosity.”
Secretary’s report of April 13, 2021 was reviewed; Kathy Kaercher noted she was in attendance at the meeting but was not listed as
present. The correction was noted and M/S/P by Dianne, seconded by Steph to approve the corrected minutes.
Financial Secretary: Kathy Kaercher referred to her printed report noting good offerings and financial support for the sound system. We
remain ahead of budget with no problems at this time.
Treasurer’s Report given by Dianne Beckman: The check written to the vendor for the $10,000.00 down payment of our sound system
has cleared our bank; $400.00 was paid from the Hammer Fund for postage on the gift package of shoes and toys sent to Haiti. M/S/P
Stacy H/Brooke J. to accept the Financial and Treasurer’s reports.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Executive: discussed making adjustments to seating and service arrangements with regard to relaxed COVID rules; outdoor
worship plans; office coverage when Tereasa is on vacation; AA donation to Sverdrup for meeting space use; benevolence
policy guidelines; prayers for Nita.
Property and Management: Gary reported the newly donated coffeemaker had been installed; the kitchen lights had been changed to
the new, brighter LED lighting and the hazardous waste had been disposed of properly; Ditch cleaning had been done and the
committee is looking into options for a ramp for the East Entry, to be ADA compliant.
Worship & Stewardship: They have discussed special music, outdoor worship & fellowship, a communion volunteer list for sign-up,
the sanctuary piano will be tuned this week and Gary L. “waters” the piano (humidifier) weekly!
Education: Luther Crest will not be offering a VBS program this summer so Thea and Kasey have developed a program that will be
held June 21-24, 5:30-7:30 pm, Free of charge to kids who have completed Pre-K through 7th grade this year and is open to
children outside of our membership as well. Registration process will be created and they will request helpers and snacks that
our members can provide when they decide what they need. Sunday school teachers will be recognized at the May 16 th worship
service.
Life and Fellowship: Karla reported there will be coffee fellowship after church May 16 th. Bible camp scholarships have been
awarded to students: 1 @ $150 and 3 @ $300 for a total of $1050.
Pastor Tammy: She thanked everyone on council for all they do! Confirmation is ending and she will miss the kids – it was a good
year with them. Baccalaureate will be held at Sverdrup Sunday, May 16 at 7:00 pm and she explained the guest attendance
limits. Synod Assembly weekend Pastor Tammy will not be preaching – we will watch and livestream a virtual sermon by the
Synod Bishop Tesch. A monetary donation from the AA group for weekly meeting use of our facility had been received. The
executive committee had discussed and recommend to place the funds in our Families in Need fund for future use. M/S/P
Dianne and Steve to do this with the current receipt and retroactively with previous donations received from AA group.
Regarding worship practices in light of changing COVID guidelines, as of May 28 we can lift social distancing spacing on
pews, mask mandate can lift when 70% are vaccinated (immunity) or July 1, children ages 12-15 are now vaccine-eligible.
Children’s messages will be done at outdoor services only. Do we still need song leaders for worship services? Maybe try 2 per
service? Regarding livestreaming children’s singing during services, ELCA recommendation is this is not a good/safe practice.
Council agreed office can be closed on the vacation days requested by the office manager and rely on voice mail use by callers.
Pastor Tammy is enjoying seeing resident members at nursing home visits and she will be on vacation June 2-5.
OLD BUSINESS:
Sound System agreement has been signed and the $10,000.00 down payment had been sent. $11,750.00 has been received in
donations for the project as of the end of April.
Outdoor worship plans: it was agreed to hold services outdoors the 4 th Sundays in June, July and August.
Poverty 101 Update: virtual event will be held June 24, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. Pre-registration will be required to obtain a Zoom
link. The Unitarians received a grant to be used for scholarships for those who wish to attend. The meeting will be led by
Donna Beegle and is a 90-minute session to learn more about and understand poverty.
NEW BUSINESS:
May 16th will be the last Sunday school day and also HS Senior recognition and quilt presentation for Braden Guy and Brooke
Hovland. There will be fellowship coffee after the service outdoors.
Ministry Reflections and Opportunities report review was tabled.
We still need 2 more Council members to serve on the Staff Review committee. These reviews need to be done in October.
Please pray about your ability to perform this task.
Kathy Kaercher and Steve Beckman volunteered to service as the council members to work on the nominating committee with
Stacy Edin, Bert Kinzler and Tina Frigaard.
Kathy Kaercher volunteered for devotions in May.
The next meeting will be held June 8th, 2021. Tentative plans are for no meeting in July.
M/S/P Karen T., Stacy H. to adjourn the meeting at 7:57 pm.
Karen Thompson, Acting Secretary

Reminder to all council members, there is no July council meeting.
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Sverdrup WELCA is beginning to be up and running again after a 15 month break
due to the Corona Virus Pandemic. The first action is a big thank you to Nita
Schultz for the beautiful quilt she has provided for the Luther Crest Quilt Auction
that will be an online event during August 18-20. The quilt will be on display at
church in early July.

Thank you, Nita, from Sverdrup and from Luther Crest!

At the June Council meeting it was decided that we can tentatively plan to host the
Harvest Festival noon meal at Sverdrup.
We are looking for a
couple of individuals to co-chair this event. Please contact me as soon as possible
if you would be willing to serve in this way.
Which also makes us think about our bazaar in October. We need some individuals to co-chair this also. Please
prayerfully consider these two opportunities.
Our Lutheran World Relief shipment for the first half of 2021
included the following:
•
32 quilts and blankets
•
427 baby care kits
•
91 personal care kits
Thank you to everyone that helped in any way to achieve these numbers. It is amazing. We especially thank Cec and
Virginia for coordinating this great effort.
It is my prayer that you are having a summer that is filled with blessings.
Dianne Beckman, Sverdrup Women of the ELCA President.
218 826-6143
218 205-2648

OUR MUTUAL MINISTRY: Vacation Bible School—”Mission Deep Sea”
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Ministry Reflections & Opportunities 2021
Property & Management Committee
We (our ministry) shine the light of Christ best when….
 Presenting our church in an inviting presence to all that wish to attend
The areas of our ministry (or committee) that are going well….
 Volunteers that put in time and effort
The biggest challenges we face is….
 During Covid—finding ways to manage cleanliness and keep all safe
One, two or three new ways to hope to grow our ministry in 2021….
 Get our church and lives back to as close to normal as possible
 Keep getting the message of God out to people in as many ways as we
can: voice, media, prayer
A dream or hope we have for this congregation is….
 To grow

Ministry Reflections & Opportunities 2021
Worship & Stewardship Committee
We (our ministry) shine the light of Christ best when….
 We are planning and getting our congregation involved in our worship services
The areas of our ministry (or committee) that are going well….
 Meetings, communication and resolution with conflicts
The biggest challenges we face is….
 Finding a meeting time that fits into everyone’s schedule
One, two or three new ways to hope to grow our ministry in 2021….
 Being more organized
 Getting ALL ages involved with worship
 Finding hidden talent in our congregation
A dream or hope we have for this congregation is….
 To spread the Gospel through music and worship and to grow with others in our faith

If you have had a recent change to your address, phone number or email address, please be sure to
let the church office know!

SUMMER OUT DO OR WORSH IP & FELL O WSH IP
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SUMMER OUTDOOR SERVICES AND FELLOWSHIP SCHEDULE AT SLC
June 27, 2021: Parking Lot Services @ 9 am followed by Fellowship
July 25, 2021: Parking Lot Services @ 9 am followed by Fellowship
August 22, 2021: Parking Lot Services @ 9 am followed by Fellowship
Bring your lawn chairs, bring your family, bring your neighbors and friends!
Come and share God’s love and His Word. Come and share fellowship and a refreshment after services.

Sverdrup Lutheran Church Mission Statement
The mission of Sverdrup Lutheran Church is to be a congregation of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) in which believers minister to the Spiritual,
emotional, and physical needs of the congregation, community, and world.

In June, Sverdrup Lutheran’s
group of dedicated drivers and
delivery men, loaded up and
delivered 91 Personal Care Kits,
427 Baby Care Kits, and 32 Quilts &
Blankets to the distribution center in
Wadena. This world mission effort is
lead by WELCA and supported by the
generous donations of our congregation. This year, our Confirmation
Class got involved with putting the
kits together and boxing them for delivery. Thank you to everyone for
your support in donations, time and
work to help continue this long
supported mission work for Lutheran
World Relief.
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PLANNED
SOUND
SYSTEM COST

CURRENT
FUND
BALANCE

OUTSTANDING
PLEDGES

VARIANCE (+/-)

$27,025.00

$14820.00

$6855.00

(-$5350.00)

SVERDRUP QUILTING
Sunday Worship: 9:00 am
(Live Stream begins at 8:55 am)
Sunday School: 10:00 am
(on summer break during June, July, August)
Office Hours: 8 am — noon
Tuesday—Friday
218-826-6919

When mailing letters or packages to Sverdrup
Lutheran Church, our Post Office asks that
everyone please be sure to use our PO Box
number in the address.

SVERDRUP CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
FRIDAY JULY 2, 2021.
(Tereasa holiday.)

Sverdrup Lutheran Church
209 Southern Ave. E. PO Box 70
Underwood, MN 56586

PRAYER CHAIN
If you have prayer request, we will add them to our “Prayer Chain”.
Please email: sverdrupprayers@gmail.com or call Laurie Bauck at 218-405-0557.
We are seeking more volunteers for our Prayer Chain. If you are able to help, please contact Laurie Bauck.

Philippians 4:6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God.

First Lutheran Church
Battle Lake, MN
Vacation Bible School
August 2-5
6 pm-7:30 pm
Pre-K-6th grade

FREE

VBS will look a little different this year but it still will be tons of fun!!!! It will be totally outside (if weather allows). There will be games, service
projects, and fun while learning about the love of Jesus! Hopefully you can join us for all the fun, fellowship, and more. You don’t need to be a
member of First Lutheran to join us.
Please sign up in the church office or e-mail Jenny at jennyj@blfirstlutheran.org to get signed up and we will send you a registration form.
Questions please let Jenny know at 1-218-770-5754 (you can text) or jennyj@blfirstlutheran.org

JULY BIRTHDAYS
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Adam Fix

7/2

Iver Edin

7/18

Chad Peterson

7/6

Dick Mattfeld

7/20

Verlyn Dornburg

7/6

Linda Martinson

7/22

Bruce Leitch

7/8

Evie Link

7/25

Else Andersen

7/9

David Schiele

7/26

Kasey Lindstrom

7/13

Deb Darchuk

7/28

Lance Peterson

7/14

Krista Fix

7/28

Tom Drechsel

7/14

Kris Hovland

7/28

Shilo Jacobson

7/15

Jamie Roehl

7/29

Jodi Pedersen

7/16

Janice Norrgard

7/31

About the NWMN Synod of the ELCA
The Northwestern Minnesota Synod (NWMN) is Region 3D synod
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (ELCA). It is large
geographically, diverse in its culture and educational background,
economically challenged but rich in resources and people.
What is a Synod?
The word
(together)
together”
important
Church.
•
•

“synod” comes from two Greek words “syn”
and “hodos” (a way). So synod is “a way
or “walking together”. “Together” is an
idea for understanding Christianity and the

Christians are joined to the Church through baptism into Christ
The Christian Church is understood as “the Body of Christ” with
individual parts that all contribute to the whole

Broadly speaking, our synod helps congregations do together
what they can’t do alone. Much of this work falls under two vital
areas:
•

Support and development of pastors and lay leaders for their
congregational ministry.
• Extending and coordinating ministry beyond the local setting.

