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FROM THE PASTOR—JUNE 2020  

Dear people of Sverdrup Lutheran Church,  
 

BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING 
 

    What a crazy time to have been with you.  Our first video worship was March 22, with a 
Baptism.  This will be our tenth week worship through “social media”. I have learned more 
about making YouTube videos than I had ever wanted to.   We are working on getting back 
into doing worship somehow, maybe in the parking lot. I have had June 21st circled on my 
calendar for that but unlike other parts of the nation we seem to still be on the upswing in this 
fight against Covid 19.  Each day brings new developments and guidelines from every  
direction.  
    The biggest development here is the continuing process of calling a new pastor. The call 
committee will have more information on this process, but they have put forward the name of 
a great candidate.  I am presently interviewing in other congregations and will continue to 
work as an Interim Pastor.  It has been great to be here as your interim and learn about your 
ministry in this community.  You serve a vital purpose in the Underwood community as a 
congregation with open doors to all people.   
     Due to our situation I may not get to see all of you before my last Sunday on the 28th of 
June.  My short time with the Conformation class was a blast. The group of men who clean 
every Monday morning have been fun to get to know.  To all of you, thanks for allowing me 
into your lives, telling me your stories and being a key support to the ministry here.  As I 
journey in faith, I try to stay focused on God’s words to Abraham, “we are blessed to be a 
blessing”.   You are blessed in many ways as a congregation and you spread that blessing in 
many ways, some easily seen, others are hidden, keep up this great work.  
 

In Christ, Interim Pastor Doug Stave  

Sverdrup Lutheran Church Mission Statement 

 

The mission of Sverdrup Lutheran Church is to be a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in  

America (ELCA) in which believers minister to the Spiritual, emotional, and physical needs of the congregation,  

community, and world. 
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Sverdrup Lutheran Church Council Meeting 
Tuesday, April 28, 2020     7pm – Zoom Meeting 

 
President Steve Schultz called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm. Council Present: Steve Schultz, Pastor Doug 
Stave, Kathy Kaercher, Laurie Bauck, Karla Green, Dianne Beckman, Alan Thompson, Al Pedersen, Brooke 
Jacobsen, Bert Kinzler, Gary Link, Kasey Lindstrom, Donna Wold, Zinta Sundby and Karen Thompson.  
Absent: Betsy Miller, Desiree Frie, and Krista Fix.  
Call Committee Present: Patsi Kugler, Thea Rothman, Breck Grove, Tereasa Link, Paul Beckman and Matt 
Hoekstra.  
 
Call Committee Report: Pastor Doug left the meeting during this portion. Patsi Kugler reported on the  
progress of the Call Committee: We have been working on this task with prayer and perseverance. At the end 
of January we began to receive rostered ministry profiles from the synod to review. In mid-February we 
reached out to let potential candidates know about our timeline and scheduled interviews in early March for 
later in the month. By that time social distancing measures were in effect, so some of our planning meetings 
and all the interviews were conducted on Zoom. We did have the opportunity to meet some of the candidates in 
person, and the candidates were given an opportunity to visit both the Tingvold and Sverdrup churches and a 
tour of the parsonage was offered, but none were interested in having housing provided for them. After much 
prayer and consideration, we have reached a point in our process where we are ready to discuss compensation 
with the candidate. We spoke with Pastor Doug about the point of the process we are currently at and we 
opened up a discussion with him regarding a possible timeline for the transition of a new pastor and his role as 
the interim to be completed. We are now waiting for the background check to be completed and once that is 
returned we can conduct the congregational meeting. The transition to a new pastor could take until mid-July 
even if things fall into place quickly. We are still waiting on the background check to come back and a  
subcommittee has met to draft a compensation package and will meet with the candidate. The candidate’s  
identity will remain confidential until the background check clears. Patsi then walked the council through the 
remaining steps which entailed the process of setting up a congregational meeting. She then took questions. 
President Steve stated that those final steps regarding the congregational meeting would be the responsibility of 
the council.  
 
Pick a date for the vote: With the background check pending, a final agreement with the candidate, and the 
call committee completing its work, it is not possible to set a date for a congregational meeting at this time. 
Pastor Doug returned to the meeting. 
Approval of format for Congregational Meeting: President Steve presented the following proposal for a  
congregational meeting: 

Announce we will have a special congregational meeting for the purpose of calling a new pastor, both  
during the video church services and by letter/e-mail. In the announcement we would tell them how we 
are doing this special meeting, and to expect “formal voting forms “, plus a bio of the proposed new 
pastor. 

After two video announcements we would mail the “formal voting forms”. In the packet is a letter from the 
President again explaining the meeting format, the proposed terms of the call, and explaining the return 
of forms procedure. Also, there would be a form to sign as a voter, and a form to vote yes/no on calling 
the pastor. Again, a bio of the Pastor should be included. 

A few days after the letter is mailed and before the vote day, We should make available by phone, the call 
committee and maybe President to answer any questions members may have. (This could be for an hour 
or two one evening.) 

We could then set a Sunday morning, between 9-10am, to drop off your signed forms at the church. Some 
members of the Exec. Committee could meet them curbside to receive the forms. We could make a log 
to enter the names of the people dropping off forms and then sign off to make it a formal record of the 
process. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES —APRIL 28,  2020  
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SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH WELCA —JUNE 2020  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 May you be finding peace and comfort in God’s beautiful creation as summer comes to us once 

again.    

 The evening circle met via a Zoom meeting on the first Tuesday of May.  We hope to meet again 

on June 2.  We spent time doing a little catch up with each other, then dove into our normal study with 

our Gather magazine.  It was enjoyed by all, an exciting way to be together “virtually” again.  If you 

were not in attendance in May and miss having your monthly Bible Study (or just seeing some of your 

church family), please feel free to join us in June.  Please contact Tereasa at the church office or my-

self if you would like the Zoom link to the meeting.  All we need we need is an email address to connect 

to the meeting,  LOVE TO HAVE YOU. 

 At our May meeting, it was decided to cancel the June salad supper, too many  

unknowns at this time.  Hopefully you saw the recent email from Virginia Larsen and they received 

enough boxes.  LRW donations will be made in June.   

 We were not able to present quilts to our graduating seniors.  The quilts have been lovingly 

made by our dedicated quilters, but no gathering was allowed.  Pastor Doug did the “next best” thing.  

He blessed the 8 quilts (if you missed the service, please view the You Tube video for Sunday May 17) 

and once we can meet again, the quilts will be presented to those seniors.  CONGRATULATIONS AND 

BEST WISHES FOR THE FUTURE from the Women of Sverdrup Lutheran Church. 

 It looks like things are slowly returning to “some sort of normalcy”.  But so much is changing.  

And so many things that we look forward to are being cancelled.  I hope in these changing times, we 

are looking for new opportunities or transformed ways to serve our Lord and fellow man. 

 

Blessings and good health. 

Kathy Kaercher    WELCA president  

A short discussion followed regarding how the votes would be delivered and that each person would have to 
present their own vote. 
 
Adjournment: President Steve adjourned the meeting at 7:33pm. 
The next meeting will be May 12, 2020 at 7:00pm. 
 
Alan Thompson, 
Secretary 

SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES —APRIL 28,  2020 CONT.  



WELCA Circles meet the 1st Tuesday of each month.  
The Afternoon Circle meets  

at 1 pm at Tamarack Manor and the Evening Circle meets at  
7 pm at the church (unless otherwise indicated) 

When mailing letters or packages to Sverdrup Lutheran Church, our Post Office is asking 
that everyone please be sure to use our PO Box number in the address as that is where 

our mail is delivered. 
 

Sverdrup Lutheran Church 
209 Southern Ave. E. 

PO Box 70 
Underwood, MN 56586 
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SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH REOPENING TASK FORCE:  
RETURNING TO IN -CHURCH WORSHIP SUMMER 2020  

 Governor Walz is allowing churches in Minnesota to open if they can meet the guidelines for 

safe worship. The 12 pages of guidelines focuses on safely gathering in groups larger than 10.  

Meeting these guidelines will take work; Bishop Bill Tesch has asked each congregation to create a 

task force that can establish guidelines specific to each congregation. Colt Edin, Aaron Lindstrom 

and Gary Link have each offered to be a part of this group. Their task will be to use the State 

guidelines as a baseline for what we need to do at Sverdrup.  The four key areas will be (The last 

one might be the most important, communication to you what is expected.):  

 

1. staff  

2. the building 

3. the procedures of worship 

4. communication    

        

 The 25% capacity and physical distance rule can serve as an example of their task. They 

will need to know the capacity of the sanctuary and plan how to best physically distance everyone.  

Once they have established those numbers and design, the State requires a written plan that is 

easy to understand.  This plan will be sent to everyone to communicate safe practices.  This will 

take time to put in place. Presently we will continue to worship online from home and may plan 

parking lot worship services if we can get a system to broadcast the service. I hope this helps you 

understand that the process is more than just opening the doors, we want everyone to be safe.   

 

 Please call me if you have questions or concerns.    

 

Interim Pastor Doug Stave  https://mn.gov/covid19/media/ 

https://mn.gov/covid19/media/share-message/brand-guide/index.jsp
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Congratulations to our graduating Seniors! We are honoring these 
students at a later date (tbd) at Sverdrup Lutheran Church. 
Each senior is presented with a lovingly made quilt by our Quilting 
Ladies. Quilts were blessed during our May 17th Worship Services. 
  

CLASS OF 2020 

Dustin Duenow   Ally Johnson   

Logan Frigaard  Kayla Rocholl 

Winston Heifort Shelby Roehl 

Logan Johansen Kindra Peterson 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  
(1st of 2 required) 

Purpose: The Call Committee has completed their search for a new 
Pastor and will be presenting their candidate to the congregation.  
SLC Council President Steve Schultz has called for a Congregational 

Meeting to hear the Call Committee’s resolution for offering a letter of 
call to Pastor Tammy Jacobson and to preside over the  

congregational voting on that resolution. 

Meeting Date: Sunday June 14th, 2020 @ 9:00 a.m. 

 
Further announcements regarding the introduction of  

Pastor Tammy Jacobson to our congregation and how the actual  
voting will be handled (plans are for a “parking lot” meeting) are  

forthcoming in the next few days.  
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AUTHORIZATION FOR DIRECT PAYMENT FORM—SVERDRUP GIV ING 



O N - L I N E  W O R S H I P  S E RV I C E S  
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New Member Sunday will be held at a later date; in the 
meantime, please extend a warm welcome to Dennis & 

Cherryl Pederson from Battle Lake!  
 

Romans 15:7 
7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 

Each week, our Sunday Worship Service video is 

uploaded to YouTube prior to Sunday morning and 

is emailed to our congregation. Please be sure to 

“virtually” join us for Worship on Sunday so that 

we may be together in God’s spirit. These Worship 

Services and Pastor Doug’s Daily Devotionals are also available on our website 

https://www.sverdruplutheran.org/slc-worship-services and on our Facebook page  https://

www.facebook.com/SverdrupLutheranChurch/. We will continue to offer these on-line 

Worship Services while our Re-opening Task Force works on procedures to resume 

gathering in person. 

FINANCIAL UPDATES
Week of 

5/3/2020
Week of 

5/10/2020
Week of 

5/17/2020
Week of 

5/24/2020

Offering $2445 $1055 $210 $1450

Auto Giving $1410 $860 $1315 $260

TOTAL $3855 $1915 $1525 $1710

Food Shelf $55 $17.50

Cemetery Fund

Furnace Fund $25 $20

Building Fund

https://www.sverdruplutheran.org/slc-worship-services
https://www.facebook.com/SverdrupLutheranChurch/
https://www.facebook.com/SverdrupLutheranChurch/
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Amy Jo Lukken 6/6 

Marlys Beckman 6/7 

Lexie Samuelson 6/9 

Austin Link 6/10 

Greg Frigaard 6/11 

Luke Samuelson 6/11 

Stacey Edin 6/12 

Gracyn Kugler 6/15 

Zaden LeRoy 6/22 

Gavin Knutson 6/23 

Samantha Dold 6/24 

Carson Roehl 6/24 

Ben Torgusson 6/24 

Maitland Torgusson 6/24 

Thea Rothmann 6/25 

Collin Lukken 6/26 

Steve Beckman 6/28 

Haylee Hammer 6/28 

Carter Peterson 6/29 

Guy Griebe 6/30 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS  

DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN TUNE IN?  

“SING FOR JOY” 

KBRF 1250 am Radio 

Sundays @ 7:00 am 

For excellent ELCA music,  

scripture and weekly lessons. 

“MORNING WATCH” 

KBRF 1250 am Radio 

Daily @ 8:45 a.m. 

Church Office Hours:  

8:00 am - 12:00 noon      

Tuesday - Friday 

YOUR DONATIONS 
CAN BE PLACED IN 
THE LARGE GREEN 

TUB IN THE 
NARTHEX OR 

DOLLARS 
DESIGNATED FOR 

FOOD SHELF

2 Corinthians 9:11
11You will be enriched in every way for your 
great generosity, which will produce 
thanksgiving to God through us

YOUTH GATHERING—2021  

I T ’ S NOT TO EARLY TO START 

PLANNING! !  

Logan Johansen 6/1 

Cole Peterson 6/1 

Bonnie Randklev 6/1 

Maci Samuelson 6/2 

PRAYER CHAIN 

If you have prayer request, we will add them to our  “Prayer Chain”. 

Please email:   sverdrupprayers@gmail.com   or call Laurie Bauck at  218-405-0557.  

We are seeking more volunteers for our Prayer Chain. If you are able to help, please contact  Laurie 

Bauck. 

 

Philippians 4:6  Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with  

thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

mailto:sverdrupprayers@gmail.com

