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SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH  

JUNE 2021 NEWSLETTER 

209 Southern Ave. E, PO Box 70 

Underwood, MN  56586 

Pastor Tammy Cell: 701-680-8125  
Pastor’s Email: pastor.sverdrup@prtel.com  

Church Office Phone: 218-826-6919 

Church Email: undlp@prtel.com 

Office Hours: Tues-Fri 8 am—noon  

OUR MUTUAL MINISTRY:  
Photos from Haiti Sandal Distribution 

Sunday Worship: 9:00 am (Live Stream begins at 8:55 am) 

Sunday School: 10:00 am (on summer break during June, July, August) 

Office Hours: 8 am — noon   Tuesday—Friday         

218-826-6919 

 

OUR MUTUAL MINISTRY:  
Sverdrup Senior Recognition & Quilt Presentations from SLC Quilting Group 

 

Braden Guy and Brooke  Hovland 

Back (L-R): Betsy Miller, Sandy Gamber, Donna Toso,  
Linda Martinson, Kay Wold, Cec Kinzler, Verna Leitch,  

Jackie Klinnert 
Front (L-R): Darlene Trainor, Dianne Beckman,  

Delores Peterson, Myrna Martinson, Virginia Larsen,  
Pastor Tammy 
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Last week was an exciting week at Sverdrup!  We took down the tape that has permeated our worship 
space and drawn borders for the last 8 months.  It feels good- not only as it signals the end of 
‘social distancing’ but hopefully the pandemic. 

The pandemic has changed not only our personal lives but the life of the church.  People have learned 
to worship and experience God outside of the church walls in ways they never have before.  We can sit 
in our own chair, with a cup of coffee and worship in faraway places. We can attend worship at any 
time of day. We can even attend a worship service as we drive the car. 

If we can worship God in any place or time, why gather to worship on Sunday morning?  It is a  
question people have raised for years but has really come to the forefront this past year.   

Worship means different things to different people.  I like the explanation Robert Schnase gives 
“worship is our way of seeking God- our reaching upward to God’s reaching downward.” (Five Practices 
of Fruitful Living). Worship is simply orientating ourselves toward God.  As we have learned in the last 
year, this can happen in or outside of an actual worship service.  

So why attend a worship service? As I reflect on this question, I came up with this list.  Worship: 

∞  Reminds us we belong to God and one another. 

∞  Gives us space to confess our brokenness and receive pardon. 

∞  Provides space to thank and praise God for life’s blessings. 

∞  Is a tangible expression of God’s priority in our lives. 

∞  Opens our hearts for the Holy Spirit to speak to us. 

∞  Strengthens us to go out in the world serving God. 

∞  Through word and sacrament, new light is cast on our lives. 

∞  Centers us by helping us reconfigure our lives and align us with the life of Christ. 

∞  Gives us the opportunity to hear about the needs of our community and reminds us to pray 
for those beyond ourselves. 

∞  Helps connect us with others.  Our paths may cross with someone who needs a listening ear 
or our words of encouragement or blessing. Or we may need theirs. 

∞  Helps us set aside a specific time each week to orientate our lives toward God. 

I invite you to worship with us this summer.  You will experience many of our traditional elements, but 
we will try some new things too. The fourth Sunday of each month we will worship outside in the  
parking lot (weather permitting, in car or bring a chair, fellowship to follow).  Please let me know if you 
would like to be part of the worship service in any way- read a poem, sing, play an instrument … 

I invite you to thoughtfully reflect on what makes a worship service meaningful to you and I would love 
to hear your thoughts. 

Praise the Lord with all your heart. Psalm 9:1-2 

Tammy  
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SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES —  
APRIL 13,  2021  

PRAYER CHAIN 

If you have prayer request, we will add them to our  “Prayer Chain”. 

Please email:   sverdrupprayers@gmail.com   or call Laurie Bauck at  218-405-0557.  

We are seeking more volunteers for our Prayer Chain. If you are able to help, please contact  Laurie Bauck. 

 

Philippians 4:6  Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,  
present your requests to God. 

The meeting was called to order by President Else Anderson at 7:02    Present were: Karla Green, Pastor Tammy, Thea R., 
Else A, Nita, Steve B, Karen T, Diane B, Stacey B-Hammes, Gary L, Brooke J, Kasey L, Betsy M, Steph O., Kathy K.   
Absent were:  Al Pederson and Desiree Frie. 
Devotions were given by Laurie Bauck.  “Life is Full of Surprises”.  
Secretary’s report was corrected to read “AA” instead of “AAA”.   Motion made to accept: Betsy M/Steph O. 
Financial Secretary:  Accepted 
Treasurer’s Report:  First quarter synod payment has been made.  There was also $2810 made to the Food Shelf.  Diane B 
suggested that Thrivent monies be designated for the Sound System until the system is paid off.   Motion made by Karen T/
Brooke J.   Motion passed. Stacey H/Steph O motioned to accept the Financial and Treasurer’s reports. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 Executive:  Else voiced Pastor Tammy’s  concern over Maundy Thursday with people being seated too close to the front, 
and having too many people at the altar at one time.  Hopefully this will not need to be a concern next year. Steve 
Beckman brought up that the sound in the Fellowship Hall was not a good experience on Easter Sunday.  It was  
discussed that maybe it needs to be a direct feed. 

Property and Management:  There was discussion about changing the kitchen lights to LED lighting.  This would involve 
6 lights.  The coffee maker is here but not hooked up yet.  There was discussion about a plaque “in memory of Virgil 
Martinson” to be placed on it.  It was noted that ditch cleaning is coming up.  There was also discussion about  
constructing a ramp for the East Entry, to be ADA compliant.  That door has easier access for wheelchair bound and 
those with special needs, which would be made even easier with the addition of a ramp.  P & M has been approached 
by the parsonage renter about putting in a fence for his dogs.  He would pay all costs.  It was noted that he would 
need to check with the City to find what he needs to be compliant with City ordinances.  Motion made by Diane B/ 
Laurie B to proceed  

Worship-They are busy making plans for summer worship at this time. 
Education:  Singing with the Sunday School has resumed with Cole Peterson and Becca Johnson leading it.  The kids will 

be singing at Services on May 2 and May 16.  May 16 will be the last day of Sunday School.  The new computer that 
was purchased for Sunday School singing is now being used for the Sound System.  There may be a need to purchase 
one in the future.  Luther Crest is not doing on site VBS this year.  They may do a one day camp.   

Life and Fellowship:  New Member Sunday is April 25.  Bible camp and College Scholarships applications have been 
accepted.  They have also completed their Ministry Reflection questionnaire. 

Pastor Tammy:  The ditch clean up has been completed by Tingvold.  After Easter Sunday services at Tingvold it was 
announced that 2 people had been diagnosed with Covid.  There were 31 people in attendance.  She will preside at 
the Dennis Leitch funeral on Saturday, April 17.   There were  6 children that have completed their First Communion 
training.  5 received their First Communion on Maundy Thursday and the 6th will receive his at a later date.  She felt 
that the Confirmation students had done well helping out with the Lenten services and helping as acolytes.   She also 
thanked Betsy Miller and Linda Martinson for cleaning up the library.  She is also starting a new free 6 week Bible 
Study in the near future. 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 

Karen Thompson said a special thank you to those who helped set things up for the Lenten and Easter season. 
It was noted that monies designated for the Sound System so far have met $10,000.  
It was noted that the Ministry Reflection and Opportunities questionnaire needs to be completed and turned in from each 

committee. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

Nita has requested a hiatus starting May 1 and running through the Summer from playing the organ.   
Outdoor Worship plans:  It was noted that we can not livestream the service if we go outside.  It was discussed about hav-

ing worship inside and fellowship outside once a month.  After more discussion it was suggested that we have one 
Sunday a month where we have worship with fellowship outside.  There would be no live stream on that Sunday. 

mailto:sverdrupprayers@gmail.com
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SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CH URCH—NOTES FROM WELCA PRESIDENT  

 

QUILTING—ATTENTION QUILTERS AND SEWERS! 

SLC quilters and sewers will resume activities in September 2021.  
Enjoy the summer! 

 
 In the May issue of Gather magazine Amy White in her  
article titled “En Route” says “I want to embrace the wisdom and 
guidance of people who see the world from a perspective different 
from my own.”  She tells about a friendship with a co-worker much 
older than herself and how she values it. It is my challenge to all 
Women of the ELCA to do something this summer to widen your  
perspective.  Amy White goes on to say, “I will need to see that God 
and my friends of all generations are walking ahead of me, beside me, behind me.  When I feel 
our paths are connecting I will gain active, living hope.” 
  

GO WIDEN YOUR PERSPECTIVE, THEN SHARE WITH ONE ANOTHER!! 
 
 Circles continue to meet on the first Tuesday of each month.   
 
 WELCA has not yet resumed its’ activities. 
 
Dianne Beckman, WELCA president. 

Reminder to all council members, there is no July council meeting. 

Sverdrup has been approached by the Unitarian church to help sponsor “Poverty 101” which is a 90 minute zoom  
meeting with a chat room to help learn more about poverty and understand it.  The meeting will be led by Donna 
Beegle.  It was motioned that we donate $500 to this, which will come from the Hammer fund.  Diane B/Karla G 

We still need 2 more Council members to serve on the Staff Review committee. These reviews need to be done in  
October. 

We also still need 2 Council members to work on the nominating committee with Stacy Edin, Bert Kinzler and Tina  
Frigaard. 

It was noted that it cost $700 to mail the shoes to Haiti.  Motion was made to offset that cost with $400 from the Hammer 
fund.   Kathy K/Kasey L 

It was noted that May 16 is the last day of Sunday School and is also Senior Recognition day.  Coffee, lemonade and  
donuts will be served outside after services. 

 
Karla Green will lead devotions in May.  Motion to adjourn was made: Stacy H/Betsy M.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:18 
Respectfully submitted:  Nita Schultz, Council Secretary    
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If you have had a recent change to your address, phone number or email address, please be sure to 
let the church office know! 

FROM CHURCH COUNCIL: CHURCH LIBRARY —MAY 2021  

Are you looking for something                              to do this summer…..some way to 

entertain the kids…. Why not: 

...Relax with a good book! In SLC’s newly organized libraries you will find many  

interesting topics, ranging from fiction to music  and from inspirational to 

travel. A list of categories is hanging g from the east book case for your  

convenience and the number of your chosen category can be found on the spine 

of each book. 

...Adventure abounds as you read Lorraine Snelling’s historical novels on how the 

Red River area was settled by our Scandinavian ancestors or learn how to fish the 

beautiful lokes of Minnesota. (There is something for everyone). 

...Excitement awaits as you explore the various topics your library has to offer. 

Solve a mystery, discuss a teenage problem, or learn a new skill. 

...Discover our children’s section where we have fictional and Bible stories for 

younger readers. We also have numerous ‘Veggietale’ DVDs and Videos that will  

provide hours of entertainment for those summertime “quiet hours”. NOTE: Our  

children’s books & DVDs do NOT have sign-out cards. Please just select, enjoy and 

return. 

Please return all books and DVDs in a timely manner to the designated “Return Shelf”. The Library 

Committee will retrieve your “sign-out card” and re-shelve all returned items in their proper place. 

We hope this new process will make your library more “user friendly” and easier for you to enjoy. 

Come in, browse, and select a “good read”. We wish all of you a great summer and HAPPY READING!  

 

Your Library Committee: Linda Martinson and Betsy Miller 
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Sverdrup Lutheran Church Mission Statement  

 

The mission of Sverdrup Lutheran Church is to be a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America (ELCA) in which believers minister to the Spiritual, emotional, and physical needs of the  

congregation, community, and world. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL IS COMING! 

June 21, 22, 23, 24 from 5:30—7:30 pm each evening at church. 

FREE to all kids who have completed PK—7th Grade.  

Need not be a member of Sverdrup Lutheran Church to attend. 

Registration forms are available in the church office or click HERE for easy on-line  

registration.  

Our theme this year will be MISSION: DEEP SEA and we will be learning to grasp how WIDE 
and LONG and HIGH and DEEP is the Love of Christ through lessons, games, crafts, and music. 

 

 There will NOT be a program of any sort on the last day (Thursday), but we hope that as many kids 
as possible can join us on Sunday June 27th for church to share something from VBS with the  

congregation. 

https://forms.gle/6ATjQbbVnXsPosCe6
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SVERDRUP QUILTING 

UPDATED SLC SOUND SYSTEM PLEDGE DRIVE —UPDATED MAY 16,  2021  

When mailing letters or packages to Sverdrup Lutheran Church, our Post Office asks that everyone please be sure to use 
our PO Box number in the address. 

 
Sverdrup Lutheran Church 

209 Southern Ave. E.  PO Box 70  
Underwood, MN 56586 

 

PLANNED 
SOUND  

SYSTEM COST 

CURRENT 
FUND  

BALANCE 

OUTSTANDING 
PLEDGES 

VARIANCE (+/-) 

$27,025.00 $13,740.00 $7305.00 (-$5980.00) 

 The Social Justice Interest Group of the Unitarian Church of Underwood, and Sverdrup Lutheran Church of 

Underwood, MN have come together to bring Dr. Donna Beegle to present her training: Breaking the Iron Chains 

of Poverty.  

 This training is designed to provide the foundation for improving outcomes for children and families living 

in the crisis of poverty. Dr. Beegle will engage you—through her lived experiences and 30+ years of research—

with practical knowledge allowing a deeper dive into understanding poverty. She will discuss the many different 

life experiences of poverty and how they impact communication, relationships, and outcomes. This training will 

also help you explore the structural causes of poverty, and allow you to be conscious of stereotypes, myths, and 

judgments that are often programmed into our subconscious minds. Through story and engaging activities, this 

training will help define poverty, examine its impacts, provide the foundational tools for meeting people where 

they are, and explore examples for creating responsive, inclusive environments. 

Please join us, via Zoom on Thursday, June 24, 2021 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Through the generosity of the Unitarian Church of Underwood, Sverdrup Lutheran Church, and Dr. Donna Beegle 

we are happy to provide this training to you at no cost.  

Poverty Training Opportunity- 

Please join us! 

Click this link to register:  

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?
oeidk=a07ei0m84dr3e1d2595&llr=tph55x6ab  

For more information please email: ucusjig@gmail.com 

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ei0m84dr3e1d2595&llr=tph55x6ab
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ei0m84dr3e1d2595&llr=tph55x6ab
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Gracyn Kugler 6/15 

Kari Sundby 6/15 

Gavin Knutson 6/23 

Carson Roehl 6/24 

Collin Lukken 6/25 

Thea Rothmann 6/25 

Steve Beckman 6/28 

Carter Peterson 6/29 

Guy Griebe 6/30 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS  

Cole Peterson 6/1 

Bonnie Randklev 6/1 

Logan Johansen 6/1 

Maci Samuelson 6/2 

Amy Lukken 6/6 

Marlys Beckman 6/7 

Lexie Samuelson 6/9 

Greg Frigaard 6/11 

Luke Samuelson 6/11 

Stacey Edin 6/12 

FOLLOW THE PATH: Jesus is always looking for new 
followers. In today’s Gospel story, Philip found Nathanael 
and brought him to Jesus. Help Philip find Nathanael by 
finding the right path with your pencil. Then find the fight 
path for both of them to find Jesus.  


