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SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH  

JUNE 2022 NEWSLETTER 

209 Southern Ave. E, PO Box 70 

Underwood, MN  56586 

Pastor Tammy Cell: 701-680-8125  
Pastor’s Email: pastor.sverdrup@prtel.com  

Church Office Phone: 218-826-6919 

Church Email: undlp@prtel.com 

Office Hours: Tues-Fri 8 am—noon  

Sunday Worship: 9:00 am (Live Stream begins at 8:55 am) 

Sunday School: 10:15 am (on summer break during June, July, August) 

Office Hours: 8 am — noon   Tuesday—Friday         

218-826-6919 

Sverdrup Senior, Amber  
Frigaard, Recognition & 
Quilt Presentation from 

SLC Quilting Group 

On May 15th, 120 members and 
guests came to celebrate our area 

seniors at the Baccalaureate  
Service at SLC. 

We celebrate 
the baptism of 

Sylvie Irene 
Schmid, with 

her parents Jake 
and Illana, and 
siblings Aivlee, 

and Vince. 
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 This past Saturday, I attended the virtual Northwest Minnesota Synod Assembly.  You may ask
- What is this?  I think it is helpful to explore what the word ‘Synod’ means. Synod is from the Greek 
word synodos meaning a meeting or assembly.  The two Greek words that make up synod are syn 
meaning together, and hodos meaning way or journey.  As a congregation, we journey together with 
other congregations of the ELCA in our area. 
  
 In many ways, the NWMN Synod Assembly is similar to our annual meeting.  We talk about 
the work of the ‘church’ in our part of the world- northwest Minnesota.  We talk about the budget, the 
happenings of different ministries (camps, campus ministries …) and plans/dreams for the future.  I 
appreciate these gatherings as they help me see the bigger picture of the ELCA and learn about  
different resources and ministries in our area.  We also learn more about the Synod staff and the  
bishop (Bill Tesch) shared what he is excited about.  
The other two components of an assembly (my favorite) are the worship service and the keynote 
speaker.  The speaker this year did not disappoint.  Kaitlin Curtice is a Native American Christian  
author and speaker who shared about her experiences at the intersection of Indigenous spirituality, 
faith in everyday life, and the church. I’d like to share some of what she said as it is good for all of us 
to ponder. 
  
 She began her presentation by asking the question- “The world needs you to do what you love, 
have you done that?” I love thinking of our vocation (calling) in this way.  Who doesn’t want to share 
what they love? She emphasized the importance of sharing our stories as they help create  
groundedness and connectedness.  That living a holistic life is important and that our journey must  
include all of us because the experiences of others is beautiful. 
 
 She went on to talk about the work of solidarity- how we should not only know our dream but 
help others make their dream/passion true for them and how we need to hold space for one another 
especially around grief and gratitude. 
  
 She closed by sharing we need to hold space for ‘curiosity’.  How instead of needing  
assurances, we need to create safe places where we feel free to share our true selves.  We need to lean 
into the mystery, ask questions to 
‘return to a new path’ and make 
room for change.  This is holy work. 
  
 What a blessing it was to hear 
her story and what a blessing to is to 
hear your stories.  Thankful to be 
walking alongside of you.   
Tammy  

Confirmation students finished 
off the year learning about Martin 

Luther, making LWR care kits, 
bowling, and playing Jeopardy 

Review. 
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SVERDRUP QUILTING 

When mailing letters or packages to Sverdrup Lutheran Church, our Post Office asks that everyone please be sure to use 
our PO Box number in the address. 

 
Sverdrup Lutheran Church 

209 Southern Ave. E.  PO Box 70  
Underwood, MN 56586 

Reminder to all council members, there is no July council meeting. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
OPEN TO KIDS GRADES K-6 

 

August 1-4, 9am-3pm @ First Lutheran Church in Battle Lake 

 

Facilitated by Luther Bible Camp Day Camp Program 

 

Flyers with more details are available in the narthex or call the church office at 218-826-6919. 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

WELCA SALAD 

SUPPER:  

“All Dolled Up” 
Wednesday, June 8, 6pm  @ SLC 

Read more about it on Page 7. 

Register at the church or call the office  

at 218-826-6919. 

AED Training 

Learn how to use a defibrillator 

to save a life! 

 

Sunday, June 12, 

during Fellowship Coffee 

 

Ringdahl Ambulance will provide this training. 

Everyone is welcome to attend. 
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SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES —  
APRIL 12,  2022  

 
Members present: 
Else Andersen, Brooke Jacobson, Stephanie Olson, Laurie Bauck, Steve Beckman, Tina Frigaard, Betsy  
Miller, Pastor Tammy Jacobson, Kathy Kaercher, Al Pederson, and Karen Thompson. 
 
Absent: 
Stacy Hammes, Kasey Lindstrom, Matt Hoekstra, Michelle Link, Thea Rothmann, Dianne Beckman, and 
Lindsey Kugler. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Else Andersen at 7:04 pm.  A motion was made to approve the agenda by 
Steve Beckman and seconded by Brooke Jacobson.  Motion carried. 
 
Devotions were given by Kathy Kaercher from Lent 2022 Study/40 Days of Lent, “Away in the Wilderness.” 
 
The minutes of the March meeting were reviewed, and a motion was made by Kathy Kaercher to approve the 
minutes and was seconded by Stephanie Olson.  Motion carried. 
 
Financial Secretary Report: 
Kathy Kaercher, Financial Secretary, reviewed the March Financial Reports.  Kathy reported that we are  
running well to budget. 
 
Treasurer: 
Dianne Beckman reported (via email) that with the Soup & Group donations, our budgeted amount, and  
designated gifts, a total of $3374 was sent to the Food Shelf this month.  $113 from the April 6th Soup & 
Group was sent to the Humane Society.  Both Thrivent accounts have decreased in value due to the market 
fluctuations, but we are well above the original amounts.  Insurance has been paid, and the synod payment 
for the first quarter was made as well as Luther Crest.  Electricity remains a big expense and is $250 more 
than last year to date.  The checking account balance at end of March $106,255.50 and cleared balance is 
$114,300.82. 
 
A motion was made to accept the financial reports by Laurie Bauck and was seconded by Betsy Miller.   
Motion carried. 
 
*Committee Reports: 

Executive Report – Feedback was requested for Karen Terry’s 90-day evaluation.  Her compensation 
and benefit eligibility was discussed with the council.  The budget has allocated for a $50 donation to 
the Underwood High School Post Prom.  It was agreed that we would purchase a $50 gift card from 
one of the local gas stations for the donation.  The council discussed outside worship for the summer 
of 2022 and it was determined that we would hold it for the months of June, July and August on the 
4th Sunday of the Month.  We had very good attendance last year.  The Praise Band will be starting 
again this summer.  Dates for the band to perform are still in discussion.  The AED (Automated  
External Defibrillator) machine was discussed it was determined that we would plan to have the fire 
department come in to do some additional training on the machine as it has been several years since 
members have been trained on it.  Else Anderson gave a brief overview of the machine.  Easter  
Sunday Communion will be done by having the congregation come up to the altar and having servers 
for the bread and wine.  The individual communion packets will be made available for those that 
would prefer them.  If all goes well, communion will continue in this manner for the foreseeable  
future. The financial secretary, Kathy Kaercher, plans to connect with area churches to receive insight 
into how they manage their Sunday offerings as far as the counting and bank deposits. 
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SLC quilters and sewers will resume activities in September 2021.  
Enjoy the summer! 

Property & Management – Steve Beckman indicated that two of the sinks in the kitchen needed minor 
drain repair. 
Worship & Stewardship – Laurie Bauck reported that the committee has a meeting planned for April 
2022.  Plans for Easter Sunday are well underway.  There was a discussion on the sound system and 
Else Anderson plans to connect with the company it was purchased from to ask for a virtual meeting 
with them to discuss ways to improve on what we are doing today.  Pastor Tammy’s microphone  
continues to glitch out, she plans to use the extra one for Easter Sunday. 
Education – May 8, 2022, last day of Sunday School before summer break. 
Life & Fellowship – The bible camp and college scholarships were discussed at Executive Council and 
will be announced in May 2022.  The committee will be serving root beer floats on May 8th to celebrate 
the Sunday School Year with the youth.  Sunday, May 15th, is Senior Sunday when our high school 
graduate, Amber Frigaard, will be celebrated.  Cake will be served at fellowship. 

 
Pastor Tammy Report: 
Baccalaureate will be celebrated in collaboration with Tordenskjold Lutheran Church.  A motion was made by 
Pastor Tammy to allow for an extra service on Sunday, May 15th, @ 7:00pm at Sverdrup and seconded by 
Brooke Jacobson.  Motion Carried. There will be a baptism in two weeks.  Pastor Tammy will be working on 
her continuing education with training topics of Anti-Racism and Suicide.  The Senior Tea is on April 13th, and 
First Communion is on April 14th.  Pastor Tammy will be on vacation from 4/17-4/23/2022.  Pastor Tammy 
shared that her mom has been placed in hospice care.  Lastly, the youth trip is tentatively planned for July 23-
28th and will be done in partnership with the Esther Lutheran Church of Parkers Prairie, MN.  They have 20 
youth signed up so far, but they will need a minimum of 40 to do the trip. 
 
Old Business: 

Sound System 
Payment check has cleared the bank.  $4190 remaining balance with $3000 in outstanding pledges.   

Lenten Soup 5:30pm & Group 6:00pm 
Has went very well, people have enjoyed attending. 

Eastern Europe Crisis Response Update 
Approximately $1875 in donations were collected. 

Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter Services April 10-April 17, 2022 
Maundy Thursday – we will have six 4th graders receive their First Communion during that  

service.   
Easter Service will be at 9:00am with the youth serving breakfast prior to service. 

 
New Business: 

Dancing Sky AAA 
Program that assists elderly people to age at home. 
The program, “Living well in your Home” will be provided at Sverdrup on May 1st @ 10:30am 

during fellowship.   
It was decided that we will make the program open to  the public. 

Nomination Committee (two members from Council) + Breck Grove, Lance Peterson, and Sharon 
Kline (three voted on during SLC Annual Meeting) 

Else Anderson presented the need to Council asking for two volunteers to be on the nominating 
committee for 2023.   

The request was tabled. 
 
The next council meeting is scheduled for May 10, at 7 pm.  Laurie Bauck volunteered for the May devotions. 
 
There being no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Stephanie Olson and seconded by Steve 
Beckman to adjourn the meeting at 8:12 pm.  Motion carried. We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Minutes Prepared By: Tina M. Frigaard (Secretary) 
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Are you looking for something                              to do this summer…..some way 

to entertain the kids…. Why not: 

...Relax with a good book! In SLC’s newly organized libraries you will find many 

interesting topics, ranging from fiction to music  and from inspirational to 

travel. A list of categories is hanging from the east book case for your  

convenience, and the number of your chosen category can be found on the 

spine of each book. 

...Adventure abounds as you read Lorraine Snelling’s historical novels on how the 

Red River area was settled by our Scandinavian ancestors or learn how to fish the 

beautiful lakes of Minnesota. (There is something for everyone.) 

...Excitement awaits as you explore the various topics your library has to offer. 

Solve a mystery, discuss a teenage problem, or learn a new skill. 

...Discover our children’s section where we have fictional and Bible stories for 

younger readers. We also have numerous ‘Veggietale’ DVDs and videos that will  

provide hours of entertainment for those summertime “quiet hours.” NOTE: Our  

children’s books & DVDs do NOT have sign-out cards. Please just select, enjoy, 

and return. 

Please return all books and DVDs in a timely manner to the designated “Return Shelf.” The Library 

Committee will retrieve your “sign-out card” and re-shelve all returned items in their proper place. 

We hope this new process will make your library more “user friendly” and easier for you to enjoy. 

Come in, browse, and select a “good read.” We wish all of you a great summer and HAPPY READING!  

 

Your Library Committee: Linda Martinson and Betsy Miller 

Read to win prizes this summer! There is a form to record the books you’ve read! 
Contact Betsy Miller or the church office to receive one. 
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Sverdrup Lutheran Church Mission Statement  

 

The mission of Sverdrup Lutheran Church is to be a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America (ELCA) in which believers minister to the Spiritual, emotional, and physical needs of the  

congregation, community, and world. 

SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CH URCH—NOTES FROM WELCA PRESIDENT  

 
 Our sincere Sympathy to Pastor Tammy & Dale Jacobson and their families on the loss of her dear Mother, 
Dorothy Klitzke, who passed away on May 2, 2022 in Bella Vista, AR. Blessed be the memory of her love and care 
for family and friends and her very accomplished life! 
 
It is such a relief that the snow has finally disappeared, the considerable rains and cooler temperatures have allowed 
the grass to green, trees to bud and leaf, flowers to grow out of the ground and bloom! The birds sing and chatter with 
absolute joy! The weight of a long and arduous winter has lifted! Praise God from whom these blessings flow!!  
 
Ladies of Sverdrup, please check your church mailbox for the WELCA Membership booklet. It is a guide that explains 
our purpose as a group, list of officers, stewardship action plans and assignments, special projects and events for this 
year, internal programs, Conference and Synod meeting dates and local project dates. Last, is a complete membership 
list and phone numbers. Please pick up your copy and check it out! We are so grateful for your association here at 
Sverdrup!   
 
Planning is underway for the first Salad Supper since 2019! Please join us Wednesday, June 8th at 6:00 pm in the  
Fellowship hall for “All Dolled Up!” Invite your daughters or granddaughters or sisters or a friend to come and enjoy 
a variety of salads, bread, beverages and something sweet! Tables will be decorated with doll clothes sewn by Phyllis 
Brown of Fergus Falls for her very own Our Generation (american girl) 18” doll. Phyllis will share her passion for 
sewing doll clothes and will have her own Doll “all dolled up” in her creations and display her patterns and  
accessories! There will be a chance to vote for your favorite ‘outfit’ and a door prize for the winner! A short business 
meeting for members will follow the program. Call the office (218-826-6919) to register, or sign up at church May 29 
or June 5. We hope you can join us…and bring your favorite doll!  
 
Thoughts and Prayers are not enough, but it is something we can and must do for 
the children and teachers of Robb School in Uvalde, TX who were murdered  
Tuesday, May 24 and for their families and community as they cope with horrific 
loss. Let us do the same for the 10 victims and their families in the May 14th  
shooting in Buffalo, NY…too much senseless and terrifying tragedy.     
 
Thankful for each one of you, 
Karen Thompson, WELCA President 

Our SLC quilters are in need of 
bed sheets (any size) to use for 
quilt backs. Please bring them 

to the church or make  
arrangements with any of the 

quilters to pick them up.  
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Gracyn Kugler 6/15 

Kari Sundby 6/15 

Gavin Knutson 6/23 

Carson Roehl 6/24 

Collin Lukken 6/25 

Thea Rothmann 6/25 

Steve Beckman 6/28 

Carter Peterson 6/29 

Guy Griebe 6/30 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS  

Cole Peterson 6/1 

Bonnie Randklev 6/1 

Logan Johansen 6/1 

Maci Samuelson 6/2 

Amy Lukken 6/6 

Marlys Beckman 6/7 

Lexie Samuelson 6/9 

Greg Frigaard 6/11 

Luke Samuelson 6/11 

Stacey Edin 6/12 

  SLC Worship/Music Committee met and made a recommendation to SLC Council May 10th, 
2022 that we give consideration to purchase a digital piano which could be used for our outdoor ser-
vices and would be capable of sounding like an organ and many other instruments.  Council author-
ized the Executive Committee to evaluate and purchase as they see fit. (The amount would be well un-
der $5,000 amount that requires a congregation vote).  Schmitt Music in Fargo provided a quote for  

Roland HP 702 digital keyboard. We could save  
hundreds of dollars on the above model which was  
currently on sale.  I reviewed financial giving  
statements from 2015 and on and received  
authorization from contributors to take money from 
the organ fund for this purchase. The Executive  
Committee voted unanimously to make the purchase. 
The digital piano was picked up by Phil and Laurie 
Bauck and was set up and played at our May 22th 
worship service.  Val playing the grand piano and 
Laurie played the digital piano for our last hymn.  It 
sounds like an organ! Congregation members were 
very pleased as now we can have the organ  
accompaniment when we want.  Thanks be to God for 
this new instrument!   
 
Else M. Andersen, President 


