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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

   It is amazing how things can change so quickly and will continue to change on a daily basis.   The wedding 
we were planning to attend on Saturday has been changed to a small family affair.  Another wedding for my 
niece in Denver scheduled for May has been postponed until December.  These small disruptions are all 
manageable. However, for many and maybe some of you bigger changes are happening with work and 
family. Jesus promises to be with us in all of these things.    I had already chosen to simplify my message of 
tonight’s Lenten service, trying to cover complex stories like Gideon and Esther in a few minutes was not 
working. I had picked Naaman from 2 Kings 5 for this week. It is a much simpler story and I only had one 
slide.   

    Naaman is an army commander who suffers from leprosy. An Israeli servant girl who works for his wife 
tells him about Elisha, a prophet with the gift of healing. She tells Naaman to ask Elisha to heal him. Naaman 
travels to where Elisha lives, pulls up with his horses and chariots and makes his request.  Without coming 
out of his house to see Naaman, Elisha sends a messenger to tell him, “you will be healed if you bathe in the 
Jordan River seven times”. Naaman, as a military commander, was used to people treating him with more 
respect and became upset with Elisha just sending a messenger to tell him to bathe in the Jordan River. He 
refuses to do it. One of Naaman’s servants states the obvious, “If you had been asked to do something 
difficult you would have, so why refuse this simple request?” Naaman sees how his ego has gotten in the 
way and bathes seven times in the Jordan. He is cured of his leprosy.   

     This might be a good time to remember this story and how God will call us to do simple things to bring 
all kinds of healing during this time. We will probably not be the ones to come up with a cure for 
Coronavirus, we will not be the one who will need to pass bills to help the nation. Others with different gifts 
are in the process of doing these things. Instead we will be called upon to take care of our families, check 
on our neighbors, share hand sanitizer and do a thousand other small things. By doing these simple things 
we will heal anxiety, fear, depression, loneliness…...and host of other ills.  

  Jesus calls us to be simple servants to one another. I hope to keep up with you through different types of 
media for the next few days. You will not be able to join Brody Russel Jensen for his special Baptismal 
service this Sunday in his home, but I hope to post some pictures. I just got hooked up with something called 
Zoom, I might learn to make a podcast, or post a Facebook message.  Watch our webpage for more 
information. Remember Christ is with you.  

 

In Christ  

Pastor Doug  

 


