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209 Southern Ave. E, PO Box 70
Underwood, MN 56586
Pastor Tammy Cell: 701-680-8125
Pastor’s Email: pastor.sverdrup@prtel.com
Church Office Phone: 218-826-6919
Church Email: undlp@prtel.com
Office Hours: Tues-Fri 8 am—noon

OUR MUTUAL MINISTRY: “LOVE BOXES”

Sverdrup WELCA recently sent off 9 “Love Boxes” filled with your contributions of
goodies, supplies, snacks, etc. to our college students.
Thank you all for helping us share God’s Love!

Hi everyone. I
just wanted to
say a big thank
you for the
box of goodies
you sent to me in Moorhead. I
have been sharing it with my
roommate and we have really
enjoyed it.
Thank you for thinking of me.
Love, Sydney Hovland

Sunday Worship: 9:00 am (Live Stream begins at 8:55 am)
Sunday School: 10:00 am (no music instruction at this time)
Office Hours: 8 am — noon
Tuesday—Friday
218-826-6919
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Our Lenten journey continues. Jesus retreated to the wilderness, prayed, and fasted for
forty days to prepare for ministry. We too are invited to spend time in contemplation and
preparation as we reflect on the miracle of Jesus death and resurrection and it’s meaning for our lives
today. In doing so we can ask ourselves “in what ways are we raised to new life?”.
As we reflect on the significance of this, new ways of being and seeing emerge. We become
more open to accepting that things are not always as they appear and trust that God is with us on our
journey. Pastor Rick Warren says it this way “God changes caterpillars into butterflies, sand into pearls
and coal into diamonds using time and pressure. He’s working on you too”.
God created in the beginning and continues to create something new in each one of us.
Internalizing this provides a way to interpret our lives and helps us make sense of the negative
happenings in the world. This helps whatever we are facing become more manageable, and the grace
that fills our lives more abundant.
As we develop a deeper understanding of God and God’s presence with us we release habits,
thoughts, and behaviors that bring death to our daily lives and replace them with God’s abundant life
and love.
We also experience ‘new’ life as a church. New things are continually happening around us.
Many are back, worshipping together. Sunday School has started back up- thank you Kasey and
teachers. I celebrated Holy Communion with the folks at Tamarack Manor. In many ways we are
getting back to ‘normal’ but in and amidst we are being made new as we are seeing new traditions and
practices emerge.
Tereasa, Alan, and Steve are always working on ‘new’ ways to improve the recording of our
worship services. At the annual meeting, we voted to purchase a ‘new’ and more updated sound
system to enhance our worship experience.
The church Council is looking at what ‘new’ God maybe calling us to in the future. What are
the needs in our community and how can we help address those needs? In what ways can our faith
and the faith of our children be nurtured and strengthened?
Please join us for Wednesday evening worship services as we contemplate everyday objects and
how they help deepen our relationship with Jesus and we see things in a ‘new’ way. We will explore
different prayer and spiritual practices as we experience Jesus in ‘new’ ways. I also invite you to join
one of the book studies offered on Monday at 11:45 (Zoom) then 1:00 in person or following
Wednesday night worship.
May you experience new life in Christ as you continue on your Lenten journey.
Tammy
SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH LENTEN SERVICES
WEDNESDAYS (2/24, 3/3, 3/10, 3/17, 3/24) @ 6:30 PM. ALL SERVICES WILL BE LIVE STREAMED
AND OPEN FOR IN PERSON ATTENDANCE.
“Lent in Plain Sight”
You are invited to join Pastor Tammy as she leads the following Lenten Discussion Groups studying
“Lent in Plain Sight” A devotion through 10 objects, by Jill J. Duffield
Monday 2/15 through 3/22 @ 11:45 am via Zoom invite or at 1:00 pm in person in the
Fellowship Hall. Wednesday 2/17 through 3/24 immediately after Lent Services

SVE R D RUP LUT HE R A N CH U R CH C OU N CI L MEET ING MI NUT ES —
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President Steve Schultz called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm. Council Present: Steve Schultz, Pastor Tammy
Jacobson, Betsy Miller, Kasey Lindstrom, Brooke Jacobsen, Laurie Bauck, Kathy Kaercher, Gary Link, Dianne
Beckman, Alan Thompson, Donna Wold, Zinta Sundby, and Karen Thompson. Absent: Al Pedersen, Karla
Green, Bert Kinzler, Desiree Frie, and Krista Fix.
Approval of Agenda: MSP: Dianne Beckman/Kathy Kaercher to approve agenda as printed.
Opening Devotions: Dianne Beckman: “The Twelfth day of Christmas.”
Romans 11:36.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor thanked the outgoing council members for their service. Confirmation will be in 2 week
and has 3 confirmands left to interview. Pastor will be on “Morning Watch” tomorrow talking about Epiphany.
Pastor is offering a bible study following the lectionary on the book of Mark in the next two weeks. Pastor asked
for direction on the confirmation service regarding what is traditionally done at Sverdrup? Do they read their faith
statements at the service or a favorite Bible verse? Zinta suggested printing the faith statements in the newsletter.
Secretary’s Report: MSP: Karen Thompson/Donna Wold to approve the December minutes as written.
Financial Secretary’s Report: Kathy presented the end of year financial report but noted that the Tingvold
payments were not included and that the total of all accounts was actually $165,628.82. She stated we are also
only a few thousand under where we hoped to be at the end of the year.
Treasurer’s Report: Dianne stated that the end of year P&L statement is reconciled and will be sent out via
email. The end of year checkbook balance is $110,177.68. MSP: Karen Thompson/Kasey Lindstrom to approve
the Financial Secretary’s and the Treasurer’s reports.
Committee Reports:
Executive Committee: We met twice this past month and discussed live stream worship, confirmation
Sunday and reopening in-person services (Jan. 24). Confirmation Sunday will be Jan. 17th with the 9
confirmands and 3 family members for each attending.
Property and Management: The snow is being shoveled and the Christmas tree was taken down. Dianne
noted that we have not received a bill for the furnace work yet and asked if surge protectors had been
purchased.
Worship and Stewardship: We will be meeting this Friday to discuss Lent. Regarding Lent, Steve said
that with live streaming, we will need to have services in the sanctuary.
Education: The Christmas program video went well. Sunday school will start up again when in-person
worship does.
Life and Fellowship: Betsy asked if we wanted to do something for the confirmands. Pastor has
purchased candles to give them. Betsy suggested a memento for the occasion and offered to shop for these
gifts.
Old Business:
Budget for 2021: Dianne presented the 2021 Budget with adjustments made for paid staff and line items
for church repair and the new sound system. MSP: Brooke Jacobson/Betsy Miller to recommend
presenting the 2021 budget for approval by the congregation at the annual meeting.
New Business:
Report from the Personnel Committee: Karen reported that she and Kasey worked on getting feedback
from people involved with paid staff, put a report together and met on Dec. 30 with Pastor Tammy,
Tereasa and Nita. They will meet with Val later. They have met their 2020 goals, all wish to continue in
their positions and good discussions were held with all. The Personnel committee made salary recommend
dations to the Executive committee.
Annual Meeting: The Annual meeting will be Jan.24th in the sanctuary after services. We will need 30 in
attendance for a quorum. The main piece of business will be the new sound system about which Steve
gave some of the details and discussed fundraising for the equipment and make a recommendation to the
congregation. MSP: Dianne Beckman/Donna Wold to recommend going forward with purchasing a new
sound system at the annual meeting.
Devotions for February: Laurie Bauck
Adjournment: President Steve adjourned the meeting at 8:02pm. We concluded the meeting with the Lord’s
Prayer. The next meeting will be Tuesday February 9, 2021 at 7:00pm.
Alan Thompson, Secretary

SVE R D RUP LUT HE R A N CH U R CH — NOT ES F RO M C OU N CI L P RE SI DENT AND
W E LC A P RE SID ENT
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In the daily devotions for Lent found in the Jan/Feb, March, and April issues of Gather, writer Julia
Seymour tells us “Christians are called to support one another and to be out in the world as
stewards of creation and good neighbors to all we meet. The Holy Spirit helps us balance our baptismal
calls to be still and know God, and to be the hands and feet of God in the world.”
During Lent we as Women of the ELCA are encouraged to be still and ponder what vocation means
in the devotions provided in our Gather magazines. We are also encouraged to be the “hand and feet of
God” by working on Lutheran World Relief kits and quilts. All are invited to bring bath sized bars of soap
needed for personal care kits and baby care kits. Thank you for helping.
Dianne Beckman, WELCA President

6” Easter Lily: # of Plants______@ $14.99 each
6” Asiatic Lily: # of Plants______@ $14.99 each
6” Mums:
# of Plants______@ $14.99 each
6” Tulips:
# of Plants______@ $14.99 each
6” Cyclamens: # of Plants______@ $16.99 each
6” Begonias:
# of Plants______@ $16.99 each
6” Pink or Blue Hydrangea: # of Plants______@ $31.99 each

Your Name: ________________________________________
In memory of: (Please specify designations if purchasing multiple plants)
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
In honor of: (Please specify designations if purchasing multiple plants)
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

PRAYER FOR LENT: I welcome this Lenten season by preparing for a deeper understanding of God.
Releasing habits, thoughts and behaviors that no longer support me. I embrace a new life. Letting go
is a gentle and loving process, free of judgment and filled with gratitude for lessons learned and
discoveries made. (Taken from “Daily Word”)

March is upon us and spring is just around the corner. With thought of
snow melting and spring flowers we look forward to Palm Sunday and
Easter in our near future. Sverdrup WELCA is offering the opportunity
to order Easter Flowers to help decorate Sverdrup Lutheran Church for
Easter, April 4th. Please place your order and payment in the offering
plates or with either with Else Andersen or Myrna Martinson. All orders
must be received by Wed March 17th for best availability. (Photos
below do not depict actual plants.)
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What you are is God’s gift to you…
What you make of yourself is your gift to God.
Dear Sverdrup Members,
I thought I would share my expectations I shared with the 2021 Sverdrup
Council Members at our initial council meeting Tuesday Feb 9th.
We are guided by “faith, facts and love.” We have faith in Jesus Christ who
promises to “be with us, even until the end of time.” Through centuries of hardship and prosperity, our
experience affirms: Jesus keep His promises. We will make use of the facts provided by the public health
officials. We base our decisions on love for our neighbors, with an eye towards those among us who are most
vulnerable. We will seek guidance from our “Covid/ Smart Committee,” Dr Edin, Aaron Lindstrom and Gary
Link.
I will pray for you Executive Council and Council Members. I ask for you to pray for me and our
council to make decisions good for our council, congregation and community. I promise to try to be organized
for council meetings and keep meetings to 1 –1 ½ hours in length while achieving our council needs. Council
meetings are the “Nuts and Bolts” of our church. It’s how you can stay informed and involved with our church
community.
Communication: I commit to send council agendas and minutes a week prior to our meeting. Karen,
our VP, will see that this is done. We will have monthly council communication in our newsletter. Our
February newsletter 2021 Council Members, phone numbers and emails were included. I wrote a quick
message on the SLC Annual Meeting and the recommendation from the 2020 council the need to upgrade our
sound system from analog to a digital system. Steve Schultz presented the information very well. The system
will be purchased through Dakota Sound in Bismarck, ND. He explained how we will pay for it. L&F has
done an excellent job in the February newsletter on college and summer scholarships information. Future
subjects could be from Education on Sunday School or VBS updates, P&M updates on siding project.
Worship/Stewardship could update us changes in liturgy or update on stewardship issues. You get the idea! If
your committee has something to let members of the congregation know about you may offer to write
something for that upcoming month. It doesn’t have to be a long message, but just keeping our congregation
up to date on information and changes.
You are “Called to do your council executive committee or council committee duties” not just a
name to fill in the nomination slot, or a warm body. I expect you to attend council meetings if possible, but at
least 1-2 times every 3 months. If absence contact your committee member for update. Review your
Continuing Resolution for your committee’s duties and update as necessary. We will review all the CR’s and
update them during 2021. The CR’s are a working document on how we do business at Sverdrup.
1 Corinthians 12 talks about we are one body with many members. One SLC Council has many officers and
committees. We each have different gifts, abilities and talents. Expectations for each committee to write an
annual report for the annual meeting, to help serve communion and engage in your specific ministry
committee. The song: “Here I Am Lord” comes to mind.
Finally thank you! Thank you for your devotion to your duties, your sacrifices of time and energy,
your creative work and your faithful ministry. Together we are freed by the Gospel to be wholly devoted to
Jesus, our congregation, our community and neighbors in love.
Else Andersen, SLC President

PRAYER CHAIN
If you have prayer request, we will add them to our “Prayer Chain”.
Please email: sverdrupprayers@gmail.com or call Laurie Bauck at 218-405-0557.
We are seeking more volunteers for our Prayer Chain. If you are able to help, please contact Laurie Bauck.

Philippians 4:6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God.

CONF IRMAT ION CL ASS: SCH EDU LE FO R MARC H 2021
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March 2021- Confirmation & Sunday School Calendar
SUN

MON TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1

2

3
6:30 pm Lenten Services

4

5

6

7
10 am SS

8

9

10
6:30 pm Lenten Services

11

12

13

14
10 am SS

15

16

17
6:30 pm Lenten Services

18

19

20

21
10 am SS

22

23

24
6:30 pm Lenten Services

25

26

27

28
10 am SS
Palm
Sunday

29

30

31

4/1
6:30 Maundy
Thursday
Services

4/2
6:30 Good
Friday
Services

Date

Acolyte

3/3/2021 (Lenten Services)

Kaleb Hammes

3/7/2021 (Sunday Services)

Kaleb Hammes

3/10/2021 (Lenten Services)

Conner Thompson

3/14/2021 (Sunday Services)

Conner Thompson

3/17/2021 (Lenten Services)

Hudson Risbrudt

3/21/2021 (Sunday Services)

Conner Thompson

3/28/2021 (Palm Sunday)

Kallyn Grove

4/1/2021 (Maundy Thursday)
4/2/2021 (Good Friday)
Sverdrup Lutheran Church Mission
Statement
The mission of Sverdrup Lutheran Church is to be a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA) in which believers minister to the Spiritual, emotional, and physical needs of the congregation,
community, and world.

COLLE GE A ND S UM MER CAMP S CHO LA RSH IPS AT SV ERD R UP
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SVERDRUP QUILTING
NEWS FOR YOU
Carl K. and Marie Pederson Endowment Fund: Bible
camp scholarship for SLC and area youth who are
attending Luther Crest Bible Camp.
 Carl O. Hammer and Betty Woldy Memorial Fund:
Bible camp scholarship for SLC and area youth who
are attending other Christian retreats.



SUMMER CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS
Planning on attending bible camp this summer?
Sverdrup Lutheran Church scholarships are
available and applications due by April 1st.

COLLEGE BOUND?
Continuing education scholarship applications are available at Sverdrup:
•

Ole and Kari Wick Memorial Scholarship is awarded to a full-time student from
SLC who is attending an accredited Lutheran college or seminary ($300
scholarship

•

John and Shirley Ennen Memorial Scholarship is awarded to a full-time student
from SLC who is attending an accredited college. ($500 scholarship)
All scholarship applications are available at the church or on our website.
Application deadlines are April 1st and will be reviewed by the Life and
Fellowship Scholarship Committee. Awards will be announced late spring,
early summer. Please note bible camp registrations for Luther Crest are
completed through their website (click on link below):

Luther Crest - Passionate, Authentic, Accommodating
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS

Celia Drechsel

3/3

Chester Johanson

3/22

Doug Green

3/5

Sue Thormodson

3/22

Vince Schmid

3/6

Dustin Alsgaard

3/26

Jorja Gabrielson

3/8

Michelle Jevne

3/26

Alan Thompson

3/11

Sydney Hovland

3/27

Lauren Frie

3/12

Hallie Lovgren

3/29

Aaron Kugler

3/13

Jason Rogers

3/30

Orville Furreness

3/15

Jill Bakken

3/30

Ashley Torgusson

3/19

Braxten Drechsel

3/31

Vicki Severson

3/21

WELCA DONATIONS REQUESTED
40 Days of Lent –
40 Kits for Lutheran World Relief
Each kits contains:
1 bath towel
2 bars of soap
1 adult toothbrush
1 comb
1 nail clipper
Wrap all in the towel OR donated
individual items

GOT SOAP??
Mission In Action of WELCA is collecting soap
during Lent for personal care kits and baby
care kits distributed by Lutheran World
Relief. Each kit has TWO bars of soap, so a lot
is needed! In 2020 we shipped 88 personal
care kits and 649 baby care kits which means
we used 1,474 bars of soap! A dollar for three
bars of regular bath size soap at Dollar Tree is
the best price around. Put the soap in the
basket in the narthex or hand it off Virginia
Larsen or Cec Kinzler or their relatives and we
will see that it gets into the kits.
Questions? Call Virginia at 826-6890.
Doing a porch drop?
Go to 204 Woodland Ave West in Underwood

When mailing letters or packages to Sverdrup Lutheran Church, our Post Office asks that everyone please be sure to use
our PO Box number in the address.
Sverdrup Lutheran Church
209 Southern Ave. E. PO Box 70
Underwood, MN 56586

