
 
 
 

Sverdrup Lutheran Church : Sunday, March 5, 2023 : Second Sunday in Lent 
Pastors Tammy Jacobson and Zinta Sundby 

Welcome and Announcements 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Gracious God, we confess that we fail to be open to your vision for the world. In our confusion amid all that is 
unfinished in our lives we close ourselves off from where and how your Spirit calls. Forgive us, and open our hearts 
and minds so that cross-marked and Spirit-sealed, we may live into the new life you have bestowed upon us, for the 
sake of the Gospel, for the sake of the world. Through Jesus Christ, Our Savior and Lord, Amen.  
 
God who is rich in mercy, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love has come to us in Jesus, who by his holy cross 

has redeemed the world. Buried with Christ by baptism into death, your sins are forgiven in ☩ Jesus’ name. Cross-marked 
and Spirit-sealed, you are raised to new life. Almighty God strengthen you in faith to live each day renewed in God’s call 
for your life. Amen. 
 

Gathering Song       “As We Gather at Your Table”                           ELW #522, All     
                 
Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And 
also with you. 

Prayer of the Day: Open the eyes of our hearts to the mysteries of your saving love, O God, that we might grasp the 
hope to which you have called us. Give us a bold understanding of your unfolding vision for us and for your world. 
Accompany us on our seeking journey, And lead us to where you would have us go. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

First Lesson: Genesis 12:1-4a 
1The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I 
will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you 
will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
4aSo Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. 
  

Psalm 121:1-8 
1I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come? 

 2My help comes from the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth. 
 3The LORD will not let your foot be moved nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 

 4Behold, the keeper of Israel will neither slumber nor sleep; 
 5the LORD watches over you; the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 

 6the sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 
 7The LORD will preserve you from all evil and will keep your life. 

 8The LORD will watch over your going out and your coming in, from this time forth forevermore. 

 



Second Lesson: 2 Peter 1:16-21 
1What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 2For if Abraham was 
justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3For what does the scripture say? 
“Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 4Now to one who works, wages are 
not reckoned as a gift but as something due. 5But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the 
ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 
 13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through 
the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith 
is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there 
violation. 
 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all 
his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for 
he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence 
of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not 
exist. 
 
Children’s Message                             Pastor Tammy 

Gospel: John 3:1-17 
1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night and said 

to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that 
you do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the 
kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after 
having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very 
truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of 
the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be 
born from above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where 
it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How 
can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these 
things? 
  11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not 
receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if 
I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from 
heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man 
be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but may have eternal life. 

17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him.” 
 
Message                      Pastor Zinta Sundby 
 
Song of the Day  “God Loved the World”      ELW #323, All 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The Creed            by Thomas Bryant 

We believe we are not alone, we live in God’s world. We believe in God: who has created and is 

creating, who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new, who works in us and 

others by the Spirit. 

We trust in God. We are called to be the church: to celebrate God’s presence, to love and serve others, 

to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. 

The Prayers:  “Merciful God, …”  “… receive our prayer.” 

Sharing of the Peace: The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 
Offering 
 
Offering Song   “Jesus, Remember Me”              ELW #616, vs. 1 

Offering Prayer 
 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Jesus’ Words 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Invitation to Communion: Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 

Communion Hymn #1        “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”     ELW #759, All 
Communion Hymn #2         “Just a Closer Walk with Thee”    ELW #697, All 
Communion Hymn #3       “Open My Eyes, That I May See”    PLUM #381, All 
 

Communion Prayer  
Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts open to 
your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the world with your love. Amen. 
 
Sending Blessing 

God, the giver of love, ☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in this 
Lenten journey. Amen. 
 
Sending Song    “How Firm a Foundation”    ELW #796, All 

Dismissal: Go in peace. Serve in love. Thanks be to God. 
 



 
 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR Clarice Peterson, Brandy Link (Gary and Tereasa Link’s daughter-in-law), Teresa Fladhammer, 

Linda Meder (Brian Meder’s sister), Kay Wold, Phil Bauck, Joyce Aune, and Joan Klinnert. 

 

Coming up at Sverdrup Lutheran Church 

Sun. 3/5 

9 am 
10 am 

10:15 am 
10:15/11 am 

Worship Service – Holy Communion 
Fellowship 
Sunday School 
Tingvold Fellowship/Worship Service 

Tues. 3/7 
1:30 pm 

2 pm 
Afternoon Circle 
Evening Circle 

Wed. 3/8 
1 pm 

5:30 pm 
7 pm 

Yoga in Fellowship Hall 
Lenten Soup (5:30pm) & Group (6pm) 
Choir Practice 

Thurs. 3/9 7 pm AA Meeting 

Fri. 3/10 10 am Yoga in Fellowship Hall 

Sun. 3/12 

9 am 
10 am 

10:15 am 
10:15/11 am 

Worship Service – SS Kids Sing 
Fellowship 
Sunday School 
Tingvold Fellowship/Worship Service 

 
    

Sverdrup Lutheran Church  
209 Southern Avenue East/P.O. Box 70 Underwood, Minnesota 56586 

Church Office: 218-826-6919/undlp@prtel.com 
Pastor Tammy Jacobson: 701-680-8125 pastor.sverdrup@prtel.com 

Church’s Website: sverdruplutheran.org 
 

     

Thank you to the following people for helping with our 
worship service today: 

Accompanist Valerie Sohl 

Acolyte Lauren Hexum 

Reader and Prayers Patsi Kugler 

Ushers Joel and Patsi Kugler 

Communion Assistant Laurie Bauck and Stacy Hammes 

Projection & Audio Tereasa and Gary Link  

Fellowship Coffee & Treats Youth Families Serve 

Offering and Attendance 

Date 2/26/2023 

Offering $2540 

Auto Giving $770 

Total $3310 

Service Group $39 

Food Shelf $26.07 

Attendance 80 

Visitors, please fill out the orange card in the pews and place it in the offering plate. We thank you for joining us today and 

please join us for coffee and treats in the Fellowship Hall following worship. 
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