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SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH  

May 2022 NEWSLETTER 

209 Southern Ave. E, PO Box 70 

Underwood, MN  56586 

Pastor Tammy Cell: 701-680-8125  
Pastor’s Email: pastor.sverdrup@prtel.com  

Church Office Phone: 218-826-6919 

Church Email: undlp@prtel.com 

Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 8 am-noon  

First Communion for Fourth Graders. Pictured are Layton  
Shebeck, Avery Torgusson, Haylee Hammer, Ruby Heeter,  
Callie Weber, and Lauren Frei, with Pastor Tammy. 

Celebrating the baptisms of Karlee 
Jean Umlauf and her father Matthew 
Ryan Umlauf, pictured with 
Karlee’s mother Marie Fouquette. 
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"I give thanks to my God always for 
you because of the grace of God 
given in you in Christ Jesus, for in 
every way you have been enriched 
in him, in speech and knowledge of 
every kind -- just as the testimony 
of Christ has been strengthened 
among you -- so that you are not 
lacking in any spiritual gift.." ! Co-
rinthians 1:4-6 
 
These words of Paul to the church at Corinth linger in my mind this morning. 
 
"I give thanks." 
 
I give thanks for all those who helped create a beautiful and meaningful space for our 
Lenten journey and Holy Week.  
 I am especially thankful for Valerie and Phil for going above and beyond in planning the 
music.  I am thankful to Laurie, Kathy, Steve, Dianne, Cec, Else, Karen, and Tereasa and 
all who added a behind the scenes touch.  I give thanks for the readers, ushers, vocalists, 
bell ringers, light dimmers, and card writers. 
 
I give thanks for the youth -- for doing a great job reading and for bringing the  
gospel alive through puppets and skits.  I give thanks to Irene for shepherding us. I am 
thankful to the fourth graders, what an honor it was to walk with you during your first 
communion. I give thanks for Kasey and Thea for leading the kids in music and Sunday 
school. 
 
I give thanks for Karen Terry and all she brings to our congregation (and ways she helps 
me) and to Tereasa for all the ways she continues to share her time and care. 
 
I give thanks to all the men and women at Sverdrup Lutheran 
who give in ways which often go unnoticed. I give thanks for 
all the ways you shine the light of Christ into our community 
and world. I give thanks that I am able to serve with you. 
 
My thoughts also mirror the way Paul closes the letter. "The 
grace of the Lord Jesus be with you.  My love be with all of 
you in /Christ Jesus." ! Corinthians 16:23-24  
 
Tammy 
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SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES —  
MARCH 8, 2022  

 
Members present: 
Else Andersen, Brooke Jacobson, Stephanie Olson, Laurie Bauck, Steve Beckman, Tina Frigaard, Stacy Hammes, Matt 
Hoekstra, Lindsey Kugler, Betsy Miller, Pastor Tammy Jacobson, Dianne Beckman, Kathy Kaercher, Karen Thompson. 
 
Absent: 
Kasey Lindstrom, Michelle Link, Al Pedersen, and Thea Rothmann. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Else Andersen at 7:00 pm.  A motion was made to approve the agenda by Stacy 
Hammes and seconded by Stephanie Olson.  Motion carried. 
 
Devotions were given by Laurie Bauck from James 1:19-20; “Listening”. 
 
The minutes of the February meeting were reviewed, and a motion was made by Karen Thompson to approve the 
minutes and was seconded by Kathy Kaercher.  Motion carried. 
 
Financial Secretary Report: 
Kathy Kaercher, Financial Secretary, reviewed the February Financial Reports.  Betsy Miller asked for an update on the 
sound system financials.  Kathy indicated that the balance is $6295.  We have received $2035 in donations, with  
approximately $4000 yet to collect with $3,000 of that in committed pledges.  It is likely that we will have the balance 
paid back to the account in one year rather than the two years that were anticipated. 
 
Treasurer: 
Dianne Beckman reported that the electrical bill continues to be high along with snow removal.  The check has still not 
cleared the bank for the sound system, but Dianne confirmed with Dakota Sound that they have received our payment.  
Property insurance and our annual food shelf donation are due in March. Dianne provided checking account balance at 
end of February $109,097.69 and cleared balance is $129,871.78. 
Kathy Kaercher stated that the treasures report was missing the February payment for the Parsonage Utilities.  The  
payment had been made.  Dianne will go back and correct the missing payment to the 4127 Utilities Account.  Else  
Andersen explained to the committee that we strive to have two to three months of cash assets that would cover expenses 
in situations of hardship. 
A motion was made to accept the financial reports by Steve Beckman and was seconded by Stacy Hammes.  Motion 
carried. 
 
*Committee Reports: 

Executive Report –The committee made the recommendation to conduct a donation drive from the congregation 
for donations to the Lutheran Disaster Response Charity.  We would communicate to the congregation via a  
bulletin insert as well as our weekly announcements and Facebook Posting that we will be coordinating a  
donation drive for the Lutheran Disaster Response charity through ELCA.  Sverdrup would collect congregation 
checks and forward them to Lutheran Disaster Relief. Dianne Beckman made a motion to do the donation drive 
and Brooke Jacobson seconded the motion.  Motion Carried. 
A request had been made from the congregation to bring back the ‘Kids’ Busy Bags’ for services. Council 
agreed that we could start putting the bags out again.   
The committee asked the council if we could purchase ‘Publisher’ software for Karen Terry’s, church office 
manager, home computer.  This would allow her to work from home in bad weather as well as when she may be 
well enough to work but not come into the office.  Council agreed to purchase the software for Karen Terry’s 
home computer. 
A request from Valerie Sohl, the pianist, and Alan Thompson has been made to purchase an internal microphone 
for the piano which will enhance the sound of the piano for the streaming service.  The cost will be  
approximately $148, and it would come from the Property and Management Account.  Council agreed to  
purchase the microphone.   
Property & Management – Steve Beckman indicated that he would be contacting the snow removal company to 
ensure that they call Steve prior to doing a removal to make sure that the work is only being done if we deem it 
necessary.  He has contacted All Seasons Heating & AC to do a furnace check. 
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SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES —  
MARCH 8, 2022  

Worship & Stewardship – Laurie Bauck reported that all is going well.  She commended Valerie Sohl for her 
hard work and indicated that she has all the music planned out through mid-April already.  Laurie indicated that 
she will be playing the organ for Easter Sunday Service.  They have started choir practice.  Communion was  
discussed by the council as to whether we should consider going back to traditional communion.  After careful 
consideration, the council decided to table the issue for the April 2022 Council Meeting. 
Education – Lindsey Kugler reported for the committee.  Youth would be singing for service on March 27th, they 
will be doing bells for April 3rd, and they are looking for someone to facilitate the large group Sunday School on 
Palm Sunday.   
Life & Fellowship – Betsy Miller reminded the council that the deadline for scholarship opportunities is April 
1st, 2022.  The winners of the scholarships would be announced at the May 1st service.   

 
Pastor Tammy Report: 
We have six children that will have their first communion on Maundy Thursday, April 14th, 2022.  Pastor Tammy  
reviewed the schedule she has set up with them and their families as they prepare for the sacrament.  We will have a  
baptism on Sunday, April 3rd, 2022.  Pastor Tammy recognized Dianne Beckman for her continued work on the  
congregation’s financials, Kathy Kaercher and Else Andersen for attending the Synod Assembly meetings, and Irene 
Lundby and Else Andersen for leading the organization of Soup & Group.  Pastor Sally will be covering for Pastor  
Tammy on Sunday, March 20th.  Lastly, Pastor Tammy reported that she has agreed to be the Dean for the Northwestern 
Minnesota Synod. The topics for Soup and Group were presented, week one, ‘Explore how to Pray’, and week two, 
‘Listen’. Lastly, Karen Terry continues to do well as our new office manager, and continued work to organize a youth 
gathering event is being done.  
 
Old Business: 

Revised CR#14 – Duties of the Council Officers  
Duties of the Officers were reviewed and a motion to approve the revisions as presented was made by Karen 

Thompson and seconded by Betsy Miller.  Motion Carried. 
Lenten Soup & Group 

Else Andersen stated that we have a few spots open for volunteers to serve for Soup & Group Wednesdays 
and asked the council to consider signing up.  She explained that the volunteers serving have the  
privilege of deciding on the charity that the free will offerings will go. 

 
New Business: 

Synod Meeting in Detroit Lakes – March 12, 2022, 9:30-3:30 pm 
Kathy Kaercher and Pastor Tammy will be attending. 

Synod Assembly – virtual meeting May 21, 2022 
Else Andersen and Kathy Kaercher will be attending. 

Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter Services April 10 – April 17, 2022 
Else Andersen will order Palms for Palm Sunday.  We will have the sign-up to order Easter flowers that will 

include tulips, mums, lilies, etc. 
It was decided that the Maundy Thursday service will be at 6:30 pm, Good Friday at 6:30 pm, and Easter 

Sunday at 9 am. 
A discussion was had on whether the youth could serve brunch again this year on Easter Sunday.  The  

council agreed that it would be great to have brunch again. Stacy Hammes will connect with the youth to 
determine interest. 

Women’s Study will be hosting the Senior Girl Tea on April 13th at 6:30 pm. 
Audit Committee 2022 

Council discussed Aaron Grove and Kellen Shebeck, along with finding one more member for the  
committee.  A motion was made by Steve Beckman and seconded by Stephanie Olson to approve the 
audit committee presented.  Motion carried. 

Staff Performance Committee 2022 
Tina Frigaard and Brooke Jacobson agreed to be on the committee for 2022. 

 
The next council meeting is scheduled for April 12, at 7 pm.  Kathy Kaercher volunteered for the March devotions. 
 
There being no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Stacy Hammes and seconded by Karen Thompson to 
adjourn the meeting at 8:05 pm.  Motion carried. 
 
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
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Christ is Risen! He is risen indeed! Sverdrup Church attendees experienced a most meaningful and  
memorable Holy Week! Beginning with the Maundy Thursday service, the 4th graders received their First 
Communion with their families – an event they will not soon forget! Good Friday service of readings, songs 
and special music with student and member participation depicted the harsh reality of the betrayal,  
condemnation and death of Jesus on a cross in a very moving way. Sunday morning Easter breakfast served 
by the Youth was a delicious start to the day -- thank you to everyone who helped make it happen! The  
sanctuary was beautifully decorated with flowers, the cross was transformed into a thing of beauty, the 
beautiful piano, organ and bell music enhanced the voices of the choir and every voice that joined in to sing 
the music of Easter celebration. The celebration of Holy Communion in a more personal way was  
appreciated by many. A most sincere “Thank You” to Pastor Tammy and the efforts of everyone who  
contributed their time, food, talents to make the week so very special.    
 
The items collected and created for Lutheran World Relief will soon be bundled and packed for delivery to 
the shipment collection site.  Thank you to everyone who participated and donated the requested items, to 
the sewing ladies for all the quilts and kits they’ve created and to the men who will deliver the goods in the 
coming weeks. Together you are all making a wonderful difference for people in need, oceans and  
continents away.    
 
Looking ahead, the WELCA officers are planning to resume the Salad Supper tradition on Wednesday, June 
8th – mark the date and watch for details! Also, the WELCA bible study groups just completed a very  
interesting Bible study by Rev. Dr. Mark Powell which concluded with a fascinating session about Heaven!  
 
Blessings to all, 
Karen Thompson, WELCA President 

Our quilters have 
decorated the 

sanctuary with 37 
beautiful quilts 
that they have  

prepared, soon to 
be boxed up and 
shipped to those 

in need. 



Page 6 SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE:  10:15 AM—11:00 AM  

If you have had a recent change to your address, phone number or 
email address, please be sure to let the church office know! 

5/1/2022 Sunday School G/S Week 9 Early Believers Can I Ask That? 

5/8/2022 Final Day of Sunday School G/S Week 10 Peter Heals Can I Ask That? 

Cradle Roll 
bags were  
recently  
distributed to 
our youngest  
members. 
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SVERDRUP QUILTING 

NEWS AND NOTES  

Thank you to 
Nita Schultz for 

the lovely new 
banner that now 

hangs over the 
organ! 
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Sverdrup Lutheran Church Mission Statement  

 

The mission of Sverdrup Lutheran Church is to be a congregation of the Evangelical  Lutheran Church in 

America (ELCA) in which believers minister to the Spiritual,  emotional,  

and physical needs of the congregation, community, and world. 

Sunday Worship: 9:00 am   Sunday School: 10:15 am 

Office Hours: 8 am — noon   Tuesday—Friday        218-826-6919 

DATE TIME ACTIVITY 

5/4 5:30 pm Supper 
6 pm Class 

Supper: Esme Larsen 

5/11 5:30 pm Supper 
6 pm Class 

Supper: Gracyn Kugler 

5/18 FUN DAY (time 
to be determined) 

Supper: Gabe Lindstrom, 
Adelaide Griebe, and 
Jacoby Shebeck 

CONFIRMATION CLASS SCHEDULE 

DATE NAME 

5/1 Hudson Risbrudt 

5/8 Jacoby Shebeck 

5/15 Kaleb Hammes 

ACOLYTE  SCHEDULE 

MAY BIRTHDAYS  

Avery Torgusson 5/1 
Pete Eikeland 5/2 
Lexie Frie 5/3 
Esme Larsen 5/4 
Grady Shebeck 5/4 
Daidre Scott 5/5 
Katrina Lindstrom 5/5 
Dan Stenoien 5/6 
Matt Hoekstra 5/8 
Lee Larsen 5/9 
Lissa O’Donnell 5/9 
Verna Leitch 5/9 
Taylen Pedersen 5/10 
Alan Sundby 5/11 

Melissa Alsgaard 5/12 
Abram Edin 5/12 
Abby Obright 5/13 
Callie Weber 5/15 
Sharon Heifort 5/15 
Shelby Roehl 5/23 
Aubrey Hexum 5/24 
Hannah Hexum 5/24 
Lauren Hexum 5/24 
John Gronner 5/26 
Jake Schmid 5/27 
Autumn Mattfeld 5/31 
Chad Gronner 5/31 


