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From Pastor Martha—
Fall. Harvest. Thanksgiving. This is the time of year when we give thanks for the abundance that God has given us. Our
response to God’s generosity is the faith practice of Stewardship. Marcus, my partner in life and ministry, wrote the guide
below. I have found this understanding of Stewardship to be helpful and lifegiving in our life together. I want to invite you to
read Stewardship: A Simple Guide to the Basics along with the Bible verses suggested. Then, pray about how you will respond
to God’s generosity. Living generously brings us joy, changes our hearts and changes the lives of those who receive what we
give.
Stewardship - A Simple Guide to the Basics
Pastor Marcus Kunz
Foundations - the basic ideas
It’s about all of life. If someone tells you “stewardship” is just about money, don’t believe it. Everything in life ... and life itself ... comes
from God as a gift. Think “life management.” See Romans 12:1-2
It’s about trust. Your life and everything in it is a trust from God. God trusts you to manage it faithfully (that is, with confidence or trust
in God). See Luke 19:11-17
Generous. It’s what you hope to be. So, it would be a tragedy if you were forced to live a stingy life. That tragedy won’t happen. God
makes sure by being generous with you. You have what you need ... and more ... to be the generous person you were created to be. Are you
ready for the generous life God is preparing you for? See 2 Corinthians 9:8-15
Proportionality. Big word, simple idea. You give what God has given you to give - no more, no less. Everyone’s “portfolio” of assets is
different - material wealth, priceless talent, rich wisdom, a treasury of experience, a heart full of love - but we’re all rich. See 2 Corinthians
8:1-15
Blessed to be a blessing. The Body of Christ is you. You are where God is alive and at work. You are the hands and feet of Christ. God
has a job to do — redeeming the world — and God is getting it done through you. See Genesis 12:1-3; 1 Corinthians 12:4-27
Traditions — the basic practices
Tithe. It means “one tenth” or 10%. From the beginning it’s been the standard for what God’s people set aside specifically for the service of
God’s Word. The “tithe” offering isn’t the only offering you make. In faith, all your life is an offering for God’s redemptive purposes in the
world. (Remember, everything you do with everything you have is “stewardship” or “life management.”) The “tithe” is your offering for
God’s Word and what God accomplishes through it. See Numbers 18:21; Malachi 3:8-10
First fruits giving. Long ago it was the practice of dedicating the first and the best of the harvest to the service of God’s Word. Today
faithful Christians know it’s still the best way to get the job done. “The bottom of the barrel” isn’t good enough. Neither are “leftovers” —
what’s left after you do everything else. Off the top, cream of the crop. See Deuteronomy 26:1-15.
Church Lingo
Synod. Think “team” and “teamwork.” “Synod” comes from a Greek word that means “walking together.” We use it for the church body
that includes more than our congregation. “They” are people like you who share the same faith, traditions, hopes, goals. Walking together,
we do more than we can “going it alone.” (Sverdrup is on the “team” of the NWMN Synod, one of 65 synods of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America or ELCA.)
Missions. We use this word to designate offerings for ministry beyond our congregation. These offerings support more than missionaries.
God’s mission reaches every corner of life, not just every part of the globe — campus ministry, seminaries, new congregations, new leaders,
and so on.
Benevolence. We use this word for the financial contribution we give to the NWMN Synod and ELCA. For more detail on what this
contribution supports, see the information on the additional attachment to this newsletter.
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President Steve Schultz called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Present: Steve Schultz, , Betsy Miller, Linda Martinson, Else
Andersen, Karla Green, Bert Kinzler, Donna Wold, Kasey Lindstrom, Laurie Bauck, Stacy Hammes, Alan Sundby, Zinta
Sundby, Gary Link, and Alan Thompson. Absent: Desiree Frie, Pastor Martha Halls, Lissa O’Donnell, and Krista Fix.
Approval of Agenda: MSP: Gary Link/Alan Thompson to approve Agenda as printed.
Opening Devotions: Laurie Bauck – “Swirling Leaves.”
Pastor’s Report:
Pastoral Visits – 7
Meetings – Worship Committee 8/14, Local Clergy 8/21, Council Tingvold 8/25, SLC congregational Meeting
9/1/2019, Confirmation Planning with Irene Lundby 9/4
Most of my time in the last month has been spent on: preparing for Rally Day; worship planning for the coming
months – texts, services and themes up to Christmas; Confirmation planning and documents to be distributed to
students, parents and mentors; individual conversations about Rally Day, Sunday School, God’s Work Our Hands
Sunday.
The usual stuff – preparation for Morning Watch, Communion at Tamarack – this month rescheduled for
Wednesday September 11 at 1:30 because of my uncle’s funeral, preparation for preaching.
The Underwood Harvest Festival Dinner – 8/31/19 Thanks so much to everyone who helped by donating,
serving, planning and attending this wonderful community event!
God’s Work Our Hands Sunday – 9/8/2019 - It was such a fun day to gather for worship and be sent out to
accomplish some very concrete projects in and around the church and in the community. Special thanks to everyone
who planned, led projects, made and served food and all who served God by using their hands for these projects. This
was the best God’s Work our Hands event that I have been a part of. Thanks for the great experience.
Installation of Bishop Willian Tesch – 9/8/2019 at Trinity Lutheran in Moorhead. John and Donna Wold, Dianne
and Paul Beckman, Steve and Laura Handegaard and Marcus and I attended the worship service where our new
bishop of the NWMN Synod was installed. It was a lovely service with music from the Concordia College Choir,
organist Andrew Steinberg and The Ojibwe Singers. The Presiding Bishop of the ELCA, Elizabeth Eaton preached an
engaging sermon. The Lord’s Supper was celebrated. Bishop Tesch and his wife Chris intend to make their home in
the Fergus Falls area. Please keep Bishop Tesch in your prayers as he begins this new ministry with us.
Call Committee – I am excited about the Call Committee beginning the work of calling a new pastor. Please set a day
to install this group at worship. And of course – pray for them and the pastor who you will eventually call to join you
in God’s ministry at Sverdrup Lutheran Church.
Theology Conference at Fair Hills –I will be attending a required event for rostered leaders in the NWMN
Synod, Sunday afternoon September 15 – Tuesday afternoon September 17.
Confirmation begins with a parent and student orientation meeting on Wednesday September 18 at 6:30 pm.
Mentors meet with Students on Wednesday September 25 at 5:30 (supper) followed by information and learning.
Tereasa Link- I continue to be grateful for Tereasa, a watchful, faithful, organized and talented partner in
ministry in the church office and in our life together at SLC. Tereasa takes care of many details but when she speaks
with people on the phone and in person in the office, I hear her care for individuals and the ministry of SLC with
fierce determination. Please join me in expressing thanks to God (and to Tereasa) for this excellent partnership.
Personal – As you may already know I will not be at the September 10 meeting. My Uncle Glenn (my mother’s
brother) died last week. The funeral is Tuesday afternoon in Farmington Minnesota. Marcus and I will be bringing my
mom to the funeral. It promises to be a challenging day and evening due to her Alzheimer’s, but she wants to go, and I
feel it is my responsibility to make that happen for her. Thanks for understanding. Please contact me with any
concerns or items that need attention. I want to hear from you if I can be helpful in any way. Thanks also for your
concern and for your prayers for my mom, I appreciate your kindness so very much. I will be taking a week of
vacation starting September 26 – October 1 to help our son and his wife move into the condo they purchased in
Chicago.
Deacon Laurie Beckman Yetzar (Dianne and Paul’s daughter) has agreed to preach and lead worship on Sunday
September 29.
Secretary’s
Report:
MSP:
Donna
Wold/Alan
Sundby
to
approve
the
minutes
as
amended.
Financial Secretary’s Report: General Fund giving has been down a bit. Our weekly budget vs. offering given YTD is currently at -$22,558.32. Tingvold payments YTD are $18,000.00. Else reviewed memorials and noted that donations received
for the new storage shed will completely cover the costs. Donations to the Furnace Fund, since the loan pay off in June, are at
$1,875. This money will go back to the Memorial and Building funds. MSP: Linda Martinson/Kasey Lindstrom to approve
the Financial Secretary report.
Treasurer’s Report: As of 8/13 our checking balance is $85,384.12, and savings balance of $24,073.47. We discussed the
increase in the Guide One Insurance policy (Workman’s Compensation, Commercial and Parsonage) of $475.00 annually.
MSP: Kasey Lindstrom/Donna Wold to approve the Treasurer’s report.
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Committee Reports:
Executive: No report.
Property & Management: Alan thanked Steve Beckman for mowing at the Parsonage. He also thanked the
Monday morning crew for their help with washing windows, filling potholes, painting of the old storage shed, and
cleaning the projectors. Alan read a letter from an anonymous donor, pledging up to $11,000.00 for the building of
the new storage shed.
Worship and Stewardship: The committee met in August and discussed the worship music schedule. The
Communion sign-up sheet was passed around.
Education: We are planning an exciting year. Rally Sunday will be fun. Most Sunday school teacher
positions are filled. Group lessons are being planned. We purchased 4 additional bibles.
Life & Fellowship: We met August 13th. Thanks to Else for all her help. GWOH dinner went well, we served 85
meals.
Old Business:
GWOH Wrap-up: Else reported on the projects done on GWOH Sunday. We had 85 people participating, with more
hours put in than last year. Patsi Kugler will do a video of the day to show at church next Sunday.
Meeting with Tingvold representative: President Steve talked to Derek Hagen via phone, and told him that Sverdrup
would reduce their monthly payment to us from $2,000.00 to $1,700.00. Derek presented the offer to their council
and sent this reply via text, “We unanimously agreed to the new, reduced rate. Again, thank you. We did have two
additional items that we wanted addressed in the contract though. (1) We are requesting a clause be added that
clarifies that in the case that Tingvold closes its doors, we are not responsible for any remaining payments for the
year. (2) We would also like to add a provision that we meet after a new pastor is called to reassess the contract
payments. We felt that we should at least discuss if changes were appropriate in case there is a significant change in
compensation level.” MSP: Kasey Lindstrom/Stacy Hammes to approve the new $1,700.00/month payment and that
the two stipulations requested by Tingvold be added to the agreement.
New Business:
Assigning Audit Committee: We need to ask two people to be on the committee to audit the books. We will need to find
someone in the next couple months.
Devotions for October: Laurie Bauck.
New Treasurer: This item was tabled until the October meeting.
Adjournment: MSP: Donna Wold/Betsy Miller to adjourn.
Close with the Lord’s Prayer: The meeting ended at 7:45, and we closed with the Lord’s Prayer. The next meeting will be
Tuesday, October 8, 2019.
Alan Thompson
Secretary

All Council and WELCA Committees are required to submit a written recap of
this year for our annual report. Please send these reports to Tereasa NO LATER
THAN December 31, 2019. Copies of last year’s reports are available on request.
The Annual Meeting is held the 3rd Sunday in January.

WELCA Calendar—November 2019
DATE

TIME

HOSTESS

LOCATION

NOVEMBER 5, 2019

1:00 PM

TBD

Tamarack Manor

7:00 PM

Cec Kinzler

Church

NOVEMBER 24, 2019

9:00 AM

WELCA THANKOFFERING SUNDAY

DECEMBER 3, 2019

1:00 PM

TBD

Tamarack Manor

6:30 PM

Christmas Potluck

Delores Peterson

DECEMBER 11, 2019

7:00 PM

WELCA CHRISTMAS MEETING @ CHURCH

JANUARY 7, 2020

1:00 PM

TBD

Tamarack Manor

7:00 PM

@ Dianne Beckman’s

Make plans for 2020
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“For the Beauty of the Earth,” our annual bazaar was a great success on Saturday, October
5th. 250 pounds of potatoes were prepared Thursday afternoon at the school kitchen by 18-20
volunteer members amounting to 30 ice cream pails of potato mixture. Friday the church
kitchen and fellowship hall was the scene of members mixing flour and potatoes to make lefsa
balls, while others rolled, fried, cooled the lefsa, and packaged and priced it for sale. Thank
You to everyone who helped planned, organized and to the many women and men who helped
in any way, made items and food or donated money. We GROSSED OVER $6,000.00!
Every single contribution was deeply appreciated and allow us to fulfill our commitments to
the ministries we plan to support each year and be prepared for any unplanned needs that may

come up.
WELCA Conference 7 Fall Gathering “We are Clothed with Strength and Dignity” was held Saturday October 19th
at Eagle Lake Lutheran Church, south of Battle Lake. Nine women were registered from our congregation and five were able
to attend. The program, “Heaven Bound Trio,” was inspiring and beautiful music. The Battle Lake Student Choir provided
special music. Their director, Shawn Neisen, directs the Eagle Lake Choir in addition to the Battle Lake Choir. He also
happens to be Linda Martinson’s great nephew! The lovely decorations and delicious noon lunch made it like a mini spiritual
retreat! Please consider attending the next Conference meeting in April 2020. That Spring Conference 7 Gathering will be
Monday April 20, 2020 at First Lutheran in Fergus Falls. Registration begins at 4:30 pm and dinner at 5:00 pm with meeting
and program following dinner. Please mark your calendars.
November is the month when the women of the church participate in a Thankoffering Service, traditionally the
Sunday before Thanksgiving. November 24th we will lead the gathering litany, prayers, songs and lesson readings during the
worship service. The “Thankoffering” is a women’s tradition that dates back to the 1800’s when Christian women formed
“mite’ or “cent” societies to support local and international missions when others in the church said there wasn’t enough
money to carry out those projects. When Women of the ELCA formed more than 25 years ago, we committed to continue
this tradition of giving in gratitude for our blessings. When you give to Thankofferings, your dollars support Women of the
ELCA ministries that reach thousands of communities, including programs for racial justice advocates and educators,
advocacy for the health and safety of women and children and publishing ministry for the Gather magazine and Bible study.
Thankofferings also support outreach to women of every generation through Bold Café’, the free online magazine that
features young adult writers in the church, and “Daily Grace,” a free daily devotional for smart phones and email. We thank
you for this support.
Our next event will be the Christmas meeting on December 11th at 7:00 pm at church. Evening Circle is in charge
of the program and the Afternoon Circle is in charge of the refreshments.
Blessings, Peace and Service
Else M. Andersen, Sverdrup WELCA President

The Library Committee (Melissa O’Donnell
and Linda Martinson), would like to let our
members and friends know the books in the
church library are available for
“checkout”.
Please sign and date the card
inside the book’s cover, if there is
one. Place the card in the small file
box on the East shelf. When you
return the book, you can replace the
card and put the book back where
you found it; or just leave the book
on the shelf by the file box.
Enjoy! Contact Linda at 218-826-6925 if you
have any questions or suggestions.
Linda Martinson

WELCA Circles meet the 1st Tuesday of each
month. The Afternoon Circle meets @ 1 pm at
Tamarack Manor and the Evening Circle meets
at 7 pm at the church.

Quilters meet
November 19th and
20th
We meet the 3rd
Tuesday and
Wednesday of each
month.

ANN OUN CEMENT S AND T HA NK YOU ’ S —NOV EMBER 2019
Thank you for all of the
prayers, cards, visits and well
wishes to Verna Link as she
has made her move to Pioneer
Care in Fergus Falls. She
continues to be under the
excellent care of LP Hospice
while at Pioneer. The family
appreciates all that Sverdrup
does for and means to Mom.

Thank you Ione
Johanson for all
of the hand
embroidered
towels you have
made for our
Fall Bazaar.
They are a
treasure we are
grateful for!

Sverdrup Lutheran Church
Mission Statement
The mission of Sverdrup Lutheran Church is
to be a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA) in which believers minister to
the Spiritual, emotional, and physical needs
of the congregation, community, and world.
Sunday Worship:
9:00 am followed by
Fellowship Coffee @ 10:00 am
Sunday School @ 10:15
Confirmation Classes Wednesdays @ 5:30
(meal) and 6 pm (class)
(concurrent with school calendar)
Office Hours:
8:00 am - 12:00 noon
Tuesday - Friday
The church office will be closed on Thursday and Friday, November 28 & 29 for the
Thanksgiving holiday.
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Open house Bridal shower
for Maddie Iversen
bride to be of
Steffan Stroh November 9th at the
Americinn Fergus Falls
from 1:30-3:30 pm
(Rescheduled from October)

Linda on
celebrating 47
years of
membership with
the Underwood
Study Club!

Sverdrup Lutheran Church is
seeking a volunteer to direct our
church choir while Phil Bauck is
on medical leave. Please contact
Pastor Martha, Steve Schultz,
Zinta Sundby, Linda Martinson or
Laurie Bauck if you are able to fill
this need. We are keeping Phil in
our prayers for love and healing
during this time and appreciate all
that he has given to our collective
musical experiences.

The Call Committee is
facilitating a short
Congregational Leadership
Meeting on Sunday
November 3, immediately
after worship services, in the
Fellowship Hall @ Sverdrup.
The purpose of this meeting is
to discuss the strengths and
needs of our congregation
and to consider the gifts and
skills we desire in our next
pastor. (2nd of 2 notices)

2019—2020 SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE
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Sunday School is held at 10:15 a.m. each Sunday (concurrent with school schedule).
Kids sing during services on November 3rd, the first Sunday of the month.
Date

Sunday School -10:15-10:45
Music - 10:45-11:00

Spark Class- Year/Season: Green
room

11/3/2019

Kids Sing - please have kids to church at 8:45
Sunday School

Possible LGA - Or Teacher selected Christmas themed lesson

11/10/2019

Christmas Program Practice Only (10:15 - 11:00)

11/17/2019

Christmas Program Practice Only (10:15 - 11:00)

11/24/2019

No Sunday School (Thanksgiving)

12/1/2019

Christmas Program Practice Only (10:15 - 11:00)

12/8/2019

Christmas Program Practice Only (10:15 - 11:00)
*Friday, Dec 14 Christmas Program Practice - after school
3:30 to 5:00

12/14/2019

Winter

12/15/2019

 Sunday School Christmas Program

12/22/2019

No Sunday School (Christmas Break)

12/29/2019

No Sunday School (Christmas Break)

1/5/2020

Sunday School - Large Group Activity

1/12/2020

Sunday School
No Sunday School - SLC Annual Meeting (No school
1/20)

Week 6:

The Boy at the Temple

Luke 2:41-52

Sunday School

Week 7:

John the Baptist

Luke 3:1-18

1/19/2020
1/26/2020

NOVEMBER 2019—CHURCH SERVICES

11/3/2019

9 am—Communion Sunday
“All Saints Day”

11/10/2019

9 am—Praise Band—
”Ten Lepers”

11/17/2019

9 am— Communion Sunday
”Now the Feast and
Celebration”

11/24/2019

9 am—Christ the King,
WECLA Thankoffering,
Baptism of Norah Ione Link
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YOUTH ACTIVITIES

YOUTH GATHERING—2021 IT’S NOT TO EARLY TO START PLANNING!!

LUTHER CREST
3-6 Grade Winter Youth Retreat:
Friday - Sunday, January 24-26
6-9 Grade Winter Youth Retreat:
Friday - Sunday, February 7-9

See Stacy and Tim Hammes if you are interested in attending!

SVERDRUP & TINGVOLD YOUTH!
When: Saturday, October 26th
Time: 4:00 pm
Where: Thea's Pumpkin Patch
(19982 Appaloosa Road in Pelican Rapids)
Who: Sverdrup and Tingvold youth in
Kindergarten through Senior in High School
Cost: $6 per person
(includes corn maze & a hayride)
Food: concessions are available or we can do
a
$5 meal (hot dog or bbq, chips, drink and
cookie)
See Stacy and Tim Hammes if you are interested in attending!
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2019– 2020 CONFIRMATION CLASS SCHEDULE (NOV. & DEC.)
SUPPER IS AT 5:30 PM AND CLASS RUNS FROM 6 -7 PM
DATE
11/6/19
11/13/19
11/20/19

11/27/19
12/4/19
12/11/19
12/18/19
12/25/19

LESSON
Is the Holy Spirit a person or wind or
fire or what?
Why do we say we believe in “the holy
catholic church” if we’re not Catholic?
Do cremated people go to heaven?

SUPPER
Cole Peterson
Carson Roehl
Jorga Gabrielson-Gronner

NO CONFIRMATION—THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
Is it a sin to think about sex?
Carson Roehl
How do I stop doing the things I know I Gaiden Hoeper
shouldn’t do?
Mentor and Student activity
Jorga Gabrielson-Gronner
NO CONFIRMATION—CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY
NEW FOR CONFIRMATION STUDENTS AND FAMILY:

One family should sign up for each Lent
Intergenerational Soup Supper
(beginning in March 2020)
to help along with other congregational
members in preparing and serving supper @ 5:30 pm.

SUNDAY DATES AND ACOLYTE SCHEDULES
11/3/2019

Emily Knutson and Jorga Gabrielson-Gronner

11/10/19

Elizabeth Lukken

11/17/19

Gaiden Hoeper

11/24/19

Becca Johnson

12/1/19

Elizabeth Lukken

12/8/19

Taylen Pedersen

12/15/19

Jorga Gabrielson-Gronner

12/22/19

Carson Roehl

12/24/19 5:00 pm

Cole Peterson and Becca Johnson

12/29/19

Carson Roehl

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
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NEW BIRTHDAY LISTINGS
I would like to offer recognition for birthdays in our newsletter each month and realize that we may still have
errors in our membership information. Please let me know if you see a date that is incorrect or if you see an
omission so that I can continue to ensure our information is accurate. If you prefer not to have your
birthdate published, let me know so that we can respect your privacy.
Thanks for your help and HAPPY BIRTHDAY November babies! —Tereasa

John Wold

11/2

Michelle Link

11/16

Rhen Jacobson

11/29

Heather Herman

11/6

Matthew Kugler

11/19

Kris Torgusson

11/29

Butch Link

11/7

Bert Kinzler

11/20

John Rose

11/30

Chad Stoltenberg

11/8

Laurie Bauck

11/23

Dexter Stoltenberg

11/30

Aivlee Schmid

11/11

Wesley Green

11/23

Kallyn Grove

11/16

Landon Link

11/23

PRAYER CHAIN
If you have prayer request, we will add them to our
“Prayer Chain”.
Please email: sverdrupprayers@gmail.com or call
Laurie Bauck at 218-405-0557.
We are seeking more volunteers for our Prayer Chain. If you are able
to help, please contact Laurie Bauck.

Philippians 4:6
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God.

DATE

OUR PAST 12-WEEK
ATTENDANCE

8/4/19

66

8/11/19

48

8/18/19

79

8/25/19

64

9/1/19

76

9/8/19

88

9/15/19

101

9/22/19

90

9/29/19

84

10/6/19

75

10/13/19

88

10/20/19

63

When mailing letters or packages to Sverdrup Lutheran
Church, our Post Office is asking that everyone please be
sure to use our PO Box number in the address as that is
where our mail is delivered.
Sverdrup Lutheran Church
209 Southern Ave. E.
PO Box 70
Underwood, MN 56586

DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN TUNE IN?
“MORNING WATCH”
KBRF 1250 am Radio
Daily @ 8:45 a.m.

“SING FOR JOY”
KBRF 1250 am Radio
Sundays @ 7:00 am
For excellent ELCA music,
scripture and weekly lessons.
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FALL BAZAAR – FOR THE BEAUTY OF THE EARTH
Thank you to all of our wonderful volunteers and
especially to Else Andersen for chairing this large event.

DAY #1: It starts with 250# of potatoes (thank you
Ellard Johnson) and many, many, many volunteers.

FALL BAZAAR – Day #2: Cooking
and Ricing Potatoes

FALL BAZAAR – Day #2: Thank you to
all our volunteers and Underwood
Public School for use of their kitchen.

FALL BAZAAR – Day #3 And
even more lefse. Freshly
made lefse the day of the
bazaar also.

FALL BAZAAR – Day #3:
Rolling Lefse Sheets, Frying
and Packaging

FALL BAZAAR – Day #3:
More Lefse Please!

FALL BAZAAR – Day #4
Good food and fellowship.
Cookies by the pound at
our Cookie Shoppe!

FALL BAZAAR – Day #4
Bazaar Day: Crafts, raffles,
food, produce, plants, and
much more.

FALL BAZAAR – Day #4:
Treasures found in
Grandma’s Attic

