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SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH  

NOVEMBER 2020 NEWSLETTER 

209 Southern Ave. E, PO Box 70 

Underwood, MN  56586 

Pastor Tammy Cell: 701-680-8125  
Pastor’s Email: pastor.sverdrup@prtel.com  

Church Office Phone: 218-826-6919 

Church Email: undlp@prtel.com 

Office Hours: Tues-Fri 8 am—noon  

OUR MUTUAL MINISTRY 
Confirmation Retreat and New Members 

Sverdrup Lutheran 

Church Mission  

Statement  

 

The mission of Sverdrup  

Lutheran Church is to be a 

congregation of the  

Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America (ELCA) 

in which believers minister 

to the Spiritual, emotional, 

and physical needs of the  

congregation, community, 

and world. 

NEW MEMBER 
SUNDAY OCTOBER 11, 

2020

Darlene Trainor Kari Sundby

Dennis & Cherryl Pederson 
(photo withheld by request)

Tammy & Dale Jacobson

CONFIRMATION RETREAT PHOTOS 
10/2/2020
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 Even though Thanksgiving Day does not come until the end of the month, somehow November is 
a month when I become more aware of the importance of gratitude.  Maybe seeing the harvest helps 
me reflect on all the ways God has provided and continues to provide.  Maybe it is because I am thankful 
for my warm sweaters, warm home, and warm cup of coffee. 
 
 It is so easy to get caught up in the concerns of the day, which make it even more important to 
take time to reflect on all we have to be grateful for.  To “live your lives in Christ Jesus…abounding in 
thanksgiving.” (Col 2:5)   I recently read some research which found when we are grateful, we are  
happier and more content. 
 
 I have learned from my own swings from gratitude to discontentment that gratitude depends 
less on my circumstances than on the lens through which I view them.    I know people of great privilege 
who lead bitter and discontent lives.  I know others who endured a lot suffering and pain but possess a 
deep sense of gratitude. I have learned when I look for the good in others, I find it but when I search the 
“bad”, I find that too. 
 
 Gratitude is more than the simple “glass half-full” optimism.  Learning to live grateful lives is a  
spiritual practice.  It is learning to be thankful for the ways God provides.  Through spiritual practice we 
can hold an empty glass and acknowledge just how empty it is, yet still delight and marvel at the single 
drop of water at the bottom and how it reflects the light.  
 
 Gratitude is choosing to live life praising and thanking God for the good times, and the hard 
times, and learning from both.  It is to say with the apostle Paul, “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, 
give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-
18). 
 
 We can cultivate thanksgiving through practice as we consciously call to mind those things in 
which we are grateful. Therefore, it is a good practice to pray before meals, going to bed and rising in 
the morning.  I was once told that one of the reasons we pray is as a reminder to thank God and in  
gratitude to others. 
 
 In my short time at Sverdrup Lutheran, there are so many things I thank God for:  I have been 
called here to serve among you, for the amazing space in which to worship and gather, (hopefully more 
in the future) and for all the ways we are called in ministry out in the world. 
 
 And I am grateful for each of you, it has been a joy getting to know you.  (If we have not had an  
opportunity, please give me a call). I am grateful to work alongside Tereasa, the Church Council, and all 
the other teams and people who give of themselves in service.  I am grateful for Irene and the youth, as 
I learn from them every time I am with them.  I am thankful for Kasey and all the Sunday School  
teachers and for the joy of getting to know the 5th and 6th graders during 1st Communion class. 
  
 Though we do not gather as you once did, God is still at work in and among you, and for this I am 

grateful.   

 Pastor Tammy 
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Happy Thanksgiving 

 In November our Sverdrup WELCA circles are going to try a new meeting  

schedule.  The “evening” circle is going to meet in the afternoon!  We would like all the WELCA 

ladies to meet 15 minutes prior to our Bible study time to conduct any business that needs  

attention.  Both circles (whoever wishes to attend) will meet at 1:45 pm in the fellowship hall 

to conduct current business.  At 2:00 pm the “afternoon” circle will adjourn to the library for 

their Bible study and the “evening” circle will remain in the fellowship hall.  You can attend  

either and/or both business and Bible study sessions by Zoom if you wish.  Tereasa will be  

sending out invites to the meeting at 1:45pm and the Bible study that will begin at 2:00 pm.  I 

hope all that are interested in the Gather Bible study and Sverdrup WELCA will attend one of 

these gatherings. 

 November is the month when the women of the church participate in a Thankoffering 

Service, traditionally the Sunday before Thanksgiving. November 22nd we will lead the  

gathering litany, prayers, songs and lesson readings during the worship service. The 

“Thankoffering” is a women’s tradition that dates back to the 1800’s.  When Women of the 

ELCA formed more than 30 years ago, we committed to continue this tradition of giving in 

gratitude for our blessings.  You will receive a “Thankoffering” envelope in your church mailbox.  

Any monies given through Thankoffering envelopes go directly to the churchwide Women of the 

ELCA to support many ongoing ministries that include online and printed communications,  

justice and advocacy work, the administration of our grants and scholarship programs, training 

and development leaders throughout the women’s organization and more.  We thank you for 

this support. 

 However your Thanksgiving Day looks this year, may our thanksgiving last throughout 

the year!  

Kathy Kaercher WELCA President   

For each new morning with 

its light, 

For rest and shelter of the 

night, 

For health and food, 

For love and friends, 

For everything Thy goodness 

sends. 
Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882) 

Thanksgiving  
(Contributed by 

Pastor Tammy) 

If gratitude is good, why is it so hard to do? In 
Grateful, Diana Butler Bass untangles our 
conflicting understandings of gratitude and sets 
the table for a renewed practice of giving thanks. 
We know that gratitude is good, but many of us 
find it hard to sustain a meaningful life of 

gratefulness.  It's time to embrace a more radical practice of 
gratitude--the virtue that heals us and helps us thrive. You are 
invited to join Pastor Tammy in discussion of this book. We will 
meet, with our masks on, in the fellowship hall on Please sign up 
for one or all in the fellowship hall or by calling the church office. 
Reading the book prior is recommended but not required. 

BOOK OF THE MONTH—A  STUDY WITH  

PASTOR TAMMY 

Please sign up for one (or for all) of these sessions: Thursday  
November 19 @ 10 am or 4 pm. Monday November 30 @ noon or 6:30 
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SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CH URCH COUNCIL: SEPTEMBER 8,  2020  7:00 PM  
SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH  

President Steve Schultz called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm.  
Council Present: Steve Schultz, Pastor Tammy Jacobson, Brooke Jacobsen, Al Pedersen, Gary Link, Betsy Miller, Kathy 
Kaercher, Laurie Bauck, Dianne Beckman, Alan Thompson, Bert Kinzler, Kasey Lindstrom, Donna Wold, and Karen  
Thompson.  
Absent: Zinta Sundby, Desiree Frie, Karla Green, and Krista Fix.                                                                            
Approval of Agenda: MSP: Dianne Beckman /Gary Link to approve agenda with the addition of Printed Materials in new 
business.                                                                                                                             
Opening Devotions: Laurie Bauck:  “What do you see?” Matthew 10:26.  
 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor reported that things are going well. Working with Tereasa revising forms, had invitation to visit with 
people in their homes, and had a short service and communion with folks at Tamarack Manor. She has been meeting with  
other synod pastors 1-2 times a week and they discussed Advent and more usage of hand bells in worship services. She is also 
meeting with other area pastors at the Shoreline every other week.  
 
Secretary’s Report: MSP: Donna Wold/Kasey Lindstrom to approve minutes as written.  
 
Financial Secretary’s Report: Kathy presented the financial report noted that giving declined again in August, -$3,000  
behind budget. Attendance has been averaging 50 per Sunday. We are about $9,000.00 below budget as of the end of August.                                                                           
 
Treasurer’s Report: Dianne presented the current P&L statement for review. The checkbook balance at as of 9/8/20 was 
$117,022.10. Discussed talking to the congregation about giving during services, and let people know what our financial  
situation is. MSP: Laurie Bauck/Brooke Jacobsen to approve the Financial Secretary’s and Treasurer’s reports. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 Executive Committee: The committee has been meeting every other week to work through issues with reopening, 
 seating, singing, etc. Discussed overflow during services in the Fellowship Hall. We have our new printer here. We 
 also discussed making food available for the confirmation class.   
 Property and Management: Pulled out 4 trees on the south side of the church and replaced them with 2 bushes and 6 
 grasses, Repaired the base of the bell. Put down mulch donated by Outdoor Renovations, watering plants.  
 Worship and Stewardship: The communion railing has been removed temporarily to allow more room for worship 
 and singers. Cole Pederson will lead Sunday school music when it’s allowed. Phil is planning some special music for 
 Pastor’s installation service and Confirmation Sunday.  
 Education: Ordered bibles for the 3rd grade class to be given out on 9/20/20. We need one more SS teacher. Classes 
 will start at 9:45 for 30 minutes. We will have classes outside when possible. We have 7 families signed up for Sunday 
 school. Rooms will be equipped with masks and hand sanitizer.  
 Life and Fellowship: Discussed Installation Sunday, Oct. 4th. The Bishop will be attending.  New Member Sunday 
 will be Oct. 11th. Discussed treats for the first day of Sunday school.  
 
Old Business:  
 Update on first Sunday inside for worship: Steve talked about what we need to do to prepare for indoor worship this 
 Sunday, 9/13/20. It will be a work in progress. We discussed recording the service, song leaders, pews being taped off 
 and ushers will help direct people. Hand sanitizer and masks will be available.  
 
New Business:  
 Annual Meeting date and Nominating Committee:  Discussed a date for the annual meeting. MSP: Kasey 
 Lindstrom/Kathy Kaercher to hold the Annual meeting on Jan. 24, 2021. The Nominating committee was tabled until 
 the October council meeting.  

 Devotions for October:  Betsy Miller.  
 Printed Materials: Council members were encouraged to print their own meeting materials at home. We will  

continue to have a few copies on hand.  
 

Adjournment: President Steve adjourned the meeting at 8:09 pm. We concluded the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer. The next 
meeting will be October 20, 2020 at 7:00pm. 

 
Alan Thompson, 
Secretary 
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SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Covid-19 Regulations from Church Council 

 

 Masks are Mandatory for ages 5 and up to 150. 
 Please use the hand sanitizer provided. 
 Distancing – Church Pews will be roped off in areas where you are not to sit. 
 No passing the plate, sharing the peace, or shaking hands. (not to worry, there 

will be a basket in the back of the church so you can share your financial gifts.) 
 Only use the East &/or the West doors. 
 Pastor Tammy will be greeting you outside. 
 You will be ushered out after church. Please do not stay inside to visit.  As  

Minnesota Nice people we like to visit, so we need to move outside to do this. 

 

 
https://mn.gov/covid19/media/ 

PRAYER CHAIN 

If you have prayer request, we will add them to our  “Prayer Chain”. 

Please email:   sverdrupprayers@gmail.com   or call Laurie Bauck at  218-405-0557.  

We are seeking more volunteers for our Prayer Chain. If you are able to help, please contact  

Laurie Bauck. 

 

Philippians 4:6  Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSfvNgR0bszWPyFbwX1Suh0bqJekbeFbp9oBYij8v5PE_1kC-w/viewform  

 

CRADLE ROLL PACKETS FROM SVERDRUP WELCA: 
 

If your child is in Cradle Roll, please take their individually tagged packet home 
with you as a part of our Rally Sunday activities. See the table in the Narthex—

there are still a couple of packets to be picked up. 

Sunday Worship: 9:00 am  

Sunday School: 9:45 am—10:15 am 

Office Hours: 8 AM — noon 

Tuesday—Friday 

218-826-6919 

https://mn.gov/covid19/media/share-message/brand-guide/index.jsp
mailto:sverdrupprayers@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfvNgR0bszWPyFbwX1Suh0bqJekbeFbp9oBYij8v5PE_1kC-w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfvNgR0bszWPyFbwX1Suh0bqJekbeFbp9oBYij8v5PE_1kC-w/viewform
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CONFIRMATION CLASS: SCHEDULE FOR NOVEMBER  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 
Confirmation Class @ 5:30 pm at Church 
Old Testament Review/Overview  

5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 
Confirmation Class @ 5:30 pm at Church 

Joseph and bros 

12 13 14 

15  
9th & 10th 
Grade Lead 

Worship  
Service 

16 17 18 
Confirmation Class @ 5:30 pm at Church 

New Testament 

19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 
NO CONFIRMATION CLASS 

26 27 28 

29 30  December 2 
Confirmation Class 5:30 pm at Church 

Mary, Joseph & baby Jesus  

   

NOVEMBER 2020 

Date 
Sunday School -9:45 - 10:15        
Music - TBD (no music in Fall) 

Spark Classroom: Green / Spring 
(Grades PK - 5) 

Connect  
(Grades 6th - 7th) 

11/1/2020 Sunday School 

Week 4: 

The Last Supper 

John 13:1-20 

Unit 3 / Week 4: 

Commandments 

Exodus 20:1-17 

11/8/2020 Sunday School 

Week 5: 

Holy Week 

Luke 19:28-40; 22:14–23:56 

Unit 3 / Week 5: 

Promised Land 

Joshua 4:19-24 

11/15/2020 Christmas Program Practice Only 

Week 6: 

The Empty Tomb 

Luke 24:1-12 

Unit 3 / Week 6: 

Freedom Rewind 

  

11/22/2020 Christmas Program Practice Only 

11/29/2020 No Sunday School (Thanksgiving) 
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NEWS FOR YOU 

SVERDRUP QUILTING 

I do not cease to give thanks for you,  
remembering you in my prayers.  

Ephesians 1:16  

THANK YOU!

THANK YOU!

THANK YOU SVERDRUP WELCA

Thank you, friends at Sverdrup, 
for your healing prayers and 

thoughtful words and gestures 
as Gary continues to mend.  

We appreciate the love! 
Gary & Tereasa Link 

Thank you, people of Sverdrup Lutheran  

(and the Life and Fellowship Team),  

for the nice installation service and beautiful 

plate and chalice.  

Pastor Tammy     

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+1%3A16-19&version=ESV
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John Tom 11/6 

Heather Herman 11/7 

Butch Link 11/8 

Chad Stoltenberg 11/8 

Anna Eischens 11/9 

Aivlee Schmid 11/11 

Joe Onstad 11/12 

Sharon Kline 11/14 

Kallyn Grove 11/16 

Michelle Link 11/16 

Matt Kugler 11/19 

Bert Kinzler 11/20 

Tammy Jacobson 11/21 

Hudson Risbrudt 11/21 

Laurie Bauck 11/23 

Wesley Green 11/23 

Landon Link 11/23 

Rhen Jacobson 11/29 

Kris Torgusson 11/29 

Dexter Stoltenberg 11/30 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

Sunday Worship: 9:00 am  

Sunday School:  

9:45 am—10:15 am  

Office Hours: 8—noon  

Tuesday—Friday 

 

 

If you have had a 
recent change to your address, 
phone number or email address, 

please be sure to let Tereasa 
know! 

When mailing letters or packages 
to Sverdrup Lutheran Church, our 

Post Office asks that everyone 
please be sure to use our PO Box 

number in the address. 
 

Sverdrup Lutheran Church 
209 Southern Ave. E. 

PO Box 70  
Underwood, MN 56586 

 
 
 

“MORNING WATCH” 

KBRF 1250 am Radio 

Daily @ 8:45 a.m. 

Pastor Tammy  

1st Wed. of each month 

 

SING FOR JOY” 

KBRF 1250 am Radio 

Sundays @ 7:00 am 

For excellent ELCA music,  

scripture and weekly lessons. 


