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SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH  

NOVEMBER 2022 NEWSLETTER 

209 Southern Ave. E, PO Box 70 

Underwood, MN  56586 

Pastor Tammy Cell: 701-680-8125  
Pastor’s Email: pastor.sverdrup@prtel.com  

Church Office Phone: 218-826-6919 

Church Email: undlp@prtel.com 

Office Hours: Tues-Fri 8 am—noon  

Sunday Worship: 9:00 am (Live Stream begins at 8:55 am) 

Sunday School: 10:15 am  

Office Hours: 8 am — noon   Tuesday—Friday         

218-826-6919 

On October 16, seven students from Sverdrup and four students 
from Tingvold confirmed their faith. 

Left to right: Conner Thompson, Esme Larsen, 
Hudson Risbrudt, Gracyn Kugler, Pastor Tammy, 
Kallyn Grove, Kaleb Hammes, and Collin Lukken.  

Left to right: Pastor Tammy, 
Dylan Geihsler, Jaden Fogard, 
Landon Karsnia, and Evan 
Lundgren. 
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Why worship? 
 
If we can worship God at any time and place, (while on a deer stand?) then why is it so important to gather 
together for worship?  To help us answer this, I think the place to start is with the question- what does it 
mean to worship?  Though worship means different things to different people, I like the simple explanation 
that Robert Schnase gives “worship is our way of seeking God, our reaching upward, to God’s reaching 
downward”.  It is how we orientate ourselves toward God or as one of my Seminary professors, Rev. David 
Lose, says, “worship opens us to seeing God.” 
 
The other day, I reflected on how important attending worship services is to our worship of God (and love 
of neighbor).  I was amazed with the list I came up with. 
 
∞ Worship reminds us we belong to God and one another. 
∞ It provides space to thank and praise God for all life’s blessings. 
∞ Is a tangible expression of God’s priority in our life. 
∞ Worship reconfigures our interior lives and aligns us with the life of Christ. 
∞ It puts us in an advantageous spot to hear the Holy Spirit speak to us. 
∞ We hear the needs of the community and are reminded to pray for those beyond ourselves. 
∞ As we gathered, our paths may cross with someone who would benefit from our friendship, our listening 
ear, our words of encouragement or blessing. 
∞ We receive spiritual nourishment for our journey. 
∞ It gives space to confess our brokenness and receive pardon.  
∞ In this world that is ever changing it is nice to come somewhere that remains constant.  
∞ Worship strengthens us to go out in the world serving God. 
 
I invite you to reflect on what makes worship important for you, I would love to hear what you come up 
with. 
 
May God’s love, hope, and peace grow deeper through your worship. 
 
Tammy 

We celebrated the baptism of 
Evan Lundgren on October 5, 
2022. 
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SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES —  
SEPTEMBER 13,  2022  

7:01 PM: Call to Order          Else Anderson 

   X       Else Anderson    X      Laurie Bauck     X    Dianne Beckman      X     Steve Beckman      X      Tina Frigaard           

__X__Stacy Hammes    X       Matt Hoekstra   X        Brooke Jacobson     X      Kathy Kaercher            Lindsey Kugler           

__X__Kasey Lindstrom            Michelle Link      __X__Betsy Miller  __X_  Stephanie Olson                 _ X       Pastor Tammy           

__X__Al Pedersen    X       Thea Rothmann      X     Karen Thompson 

 

A motion to approve the agenda was made by Stacy Hammes and seconded by Stephanie Olson. Motion 
carried.                             
 
Devotions by: Thea Rothman 
Persistent Widow / Luke 18 1-8:  Pray constantly and not to lose heart. 
Secretary’s Report (Minutes):        Tina Frigaard 
Minutes from the August 9, 2022, council meeting were approved:   No corrections                  
A motion was made by Kathy Kaercher and seconded by Laurie Bauck to approve the minutes. Motion 
carried  
Financial Secretary Report:         Kathy Kaercher 

Kathy Kaercher, Financial Secretary, reviewed the August Financial Reports.  Financials are looking good 
and there were not any questions for Kathy.  
Treasurer Report:          Dianne Beckman 
Diane Beckman reported the checking account balance at the end of August was $113,837.63 and the cleared 

balance was $117,408.46. People continue to be generous and we are very grateful for that.  The parsonage 
insurance has been canceled and the Follingstad’s got the final bill for utilities.  Steve Beckman questioned 
why the profit/loss were both $0 for Otter Tail Power and Dianne reported that it was due to a refund of the 

rate increase. The church received a request from Friends in Need for tennis shoes for a couple of children at 
the school.  A donation of two $75 Walmart Gift Cards was made.  The deposit to the Building and  
Maintenance Account is the proceeds from the sale of the parsonage.  Misc. income is $100 designated for 

vacation bible school, $24 sale of God’s Work, Our Hands T-Shirts, and $150 designated for the organ fund. 
A motion was made to approve the financial reports by Steve Beckman and seconded by Stacy Hammes. 
Motion carried  
 
Committee Reports:  

Executive:  Else Anderson reviewed the final payment that we received of $205,010.72 for the sale of the 
parsonage.  Else indicated that there was escrow work that needed to be completed prior to the sale as well as 
a couple of ancillary repair items that the new owner requested as part of the negotiation.  The church may 

receive an additional payment if the escrow work should come in under what was anticipated.  The parsonage 
has been sold to Cody Nordick. 

Property & Management: 26 LED lights and fixtures have been purchased for the fellowship hall and they 
will start installing the week of September 12, 2022. The Sunday School rooms have been cleaned out and 
are no longer being used for storage.   

Worship & Stewardship:  Going well, and there is a meeting scheduled for 10/9/2022.  Delores Peterson is 
‘retiring’ from her duty as the church photographer, so if anyone is interested in taking photos and pulling 
together scrapbook pages and posters, please let the council know. 

Education: Rally Sunday is 9/18/2022.  There will be three sections of Sunday School, Pre-Kindergarten 
through First Grade, Second Grade through Fourth Grade, and Fifth Grade through Seventh Grade.  Jessica 
Hammer has agreed to lead the music program for the kids and Savanna Shebeck will lead the Christmas 

Program again this year. 
Life & Fellowship: 80 bagged lunches were prepared for the God’s Work our Hands Event for Sverdrup and 
Tingvold.  Great feedback was received on the lunches.  October 16th will be confirmation and the group will 
have cake and coffee in celebration.  Eleven kids will be confirmed in total. 
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SLC quilters and sewers will resume activities in September 2021.  
Enjoy the summer! 

Pastor Tammy’s Report:  Pastor Tammy passed around the Summer Youth Trip scrapbook that she created.  
Pastor Tammy took time to recognize and thank many of the council members for their commitment and all 
their hard work.  September 18th, the third graders will receive their first bible from the church.  Pastor Tammy 
will officiate a wedding on Saturday, September 17th.  The confirmation retreats will take place the weekend of 
September 24th.  An email with an enrollment link will be sent out to congregation members on 9/18/2022 for 
Right Now Media.  She is working to set up small group sessions that will utilize Right Now Media.  Karen 
Terry did a good job putting some samples together for the new letterhead.  They were passed around for  
feedback.  Due to Pastor Tammy’s workload over the next two weeks, the decision was made to have a guest 
pastor for a portion of the service on September 25th.   
 
Old Business: 
Parsonage Sale and Proceeds   
Else spoke with Kevin Johansen, a church member as well as a financial advisor, and he recommended that we 
do not take any risks with the money, and he suggested putting the money into CDs using a ladder format. So 
much would go into a six-month CD, so much into a 12-month CD, up to 18-24 months.  The group agreed 

and Else will set up a meeting with Scott Rocholl at Farmers State Bank.  We would like to get bids for tarring 
the parking lot so that we have an idea of what to request from the congregation.  A tithe donation was  
discussed, potentially partnering with community leaders to get an idea of the needs within the community.  

Potentially finding something that would need consistent resources and continue into the future. The  
congregation would have an opportunity to submit their ideas through a survey. 
GWOH Sept. 11, 2022 Wrap Up 
Else reported that we had 75 volunteers with 150.5 hours of service.  70 school kits and 62 care packages were 
created.   
Right Now Media 
The email with the enrollment link will be sent out to congregation members on 9/18/2022. A survey was sent 
out for interests in small group sessions, that will utilize Right Now Media as a platform. 
Synod Road Trip Tues August 23, 2020 at Hope Lutheran Church in FF 
Diane, Kathy, and Pastor Tammy attended the event and they reported that it went well and they enjoyed it. 
Energetic/fun group of people and they presented some nice planning ideas for the future.  Approx. 17  
churches were represented, so a very nice turnout. 
Harvest Festival dinner – September 3, 2022, 11am – 1pm f/u: The festival went well and we received good 
feedback on the Gobble Up Turkey that was served.  It is estimated that we had 140 adults + kids at the event. 
Nomination Committee (2 members from Council) + Breck Grove, Lance Peterson & Sharon  
Kline (3 voted on during SLC Annual Meeting); Tina Frigaard, & Kathy Kaercher 
Current Covid transmission rate - update 
It was decided that if the Covid transmission rate is low or medium in the County, we will have walk-up  
communion.  If we are at a high transmission rate, we will take communion in the pew with the individual 
cups. 
 
New Business: 
Bazaar October 1, 2022 9am – 1pm “Praise & Thanksgiving.” We are using an instant potato recipe this year 
to reduce some of the preparation work.  We have many that have signed up to work and/or donate. 
 
Faith and Community Picnic on October 14th at the UHS football game and the public will be served at 
5:30pm. 
 
The next council meeting is scheduled for October 11, 2022, at 7pm.  Diane Beckman volunteered for meeting 
devotions. 
 
There being no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Stacy Hammes and seconded by Kasey 
Lindstrom to adjourn the meeting at 8:07pm.  Motion carried. 
 
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES —  
SEPTEMBER 13,  2022  
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DATE TIME ACTIVITY 

11/2 5:30 pm 
6-7 pm 

Supper—Gronner 
“Forgive” 

11/9 5:30 pm 
6-7 pm 

Supper—Irene 
“Practice Generosity” 

11/16 5:30 pm 
6-7 pm 

Supper—Gronner 
“Practice Generosity” 

11/23  No Confirmation 

11/30 5:30 pm 
6-7 pm 

Supper—Lindstrom 
“Practice Generosity” 

CONFIRMATION CLASS SCHEDULE 

DATE NAME 

11/6 Maggie Hoekstra 

11/13 Hannah Hexum 

11/20 John Gronner 

11/27 Aubrey Hexum 

12/4 Daxton Risbrudt 

12/11 Lauren Hexum 

ACOLYTE  SCHEDULE 

SVERDRUP YOUTH  

All youth are invited!  Youth in 

grades 10-12 are invited to a 

time of food, fun and faith. 

                 * Nov. 2, Nov. 30, 

and Dec. 14,   

5:30-7pm with 

Donna Wold  

*Nov. 17 and Dec. 

27 with Pastor 

Tammy (dates are 

flexible) 
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NOVEMBER 2022 WELCA News 
 
Looking out the windows today, the landscape is less colorful than just a week ago…and I know the  
temperature is cold! The hours of daylight are shorter and about to get more so, with daylight saving time on 
the horizon. None of this is a comfort to me so I decided to search for some positive winter inspiration and 
will share a few of the quotes I found.   
  
This month I want to express a sincere THANK YOU to Tereasa Link and Else Andersen as 
chair/co-chair for their work to plan and organize the return of the Sverdrup Annual (Lefse)  
Bazaar held on Saturday, October 1st! Thanks to their team approach, scores of women and men 
in the congregation helped and contributed in many ways (minus the hours of peeling, cooking 
((school staff)), ricing potatoes) to make for a very successful event! The weather was very nice 
and we had a great turnout of people to shop and enjoy the delicious food and lefse! Thank You so 
very much to everyone for all of your time in preparation, creating, serving, donating to Granny’s 
Attic and the many Gift Baskets, cash donations, set-up, clean-up and everything else that YOU 
did to make this an enjoyable and successful event! I also want to thank our members who requested and 
received much-appreciated Thrivent support for our event.   
 

"In seed time learn, in harvest teach, in winter enjoy."  --William Blake 
 
Our WELCA membership has lost two faithful friends in October with the passing of Marlys Beckman and 
Ruby Henderson. We rejoice in the gifts they shared and the remembrances we each have of our time with 
them. Blessed be their memories.  
   
The Fall Gathering of Conference 7 Women of the ELCA took place at Hope Lutheran Church in Fergus 
Falls on Saturday, October 22 and six women attended from Sverdrup. Breckenridge Lutheran women 
served morning coffee and the meeting began at 9:30. Business meeting included reports of recent past and 
upcoming events, budgets, scholarship award to Amber Frigaard, sparse meeting attendance, succession of 
current leaders including Tereasa Link and Rene Hasbargen and newly-elected leaders Roxanne Swisher of 
Vining and Dianne Bjerketvedt of Clitherall. The 
Hope women provided vocal music with piano, harp 
and violin accompaniment. The program speaker 
was Stan Carignan, Executive Director of Fergus 
Falls Habitat for Humanity. He discussed the pro-
gram, process and success of the organization in its 
31 years of operation in Fergus Falls. Following the 
meeting, we enjoyed a delicious lunch.  
 

"No winter lasts forever; no spring skips its turn."  --Hal Borland 
 
Looking ahead, November 20th is the annual Thankoffering Service, led by the women of the church with 
music provided by the Praise Band. The practice of “Thankoffering” goes back to the late 1800’s when  
Lutheran women began to place coins in a special box in their homes and add coins almost daily as they  
noted blessings in their homes and families. Today, the tradition continues and a specially designated  
envelope will be given to you that Sunday. Offerings placed in this envelope will be designated to the church 
wide Women of the ELCA, for the ministries and mission of the women’s organization, as provided for in our 
WELCA Constitution. Thank you for this support! Other/regular offerings to be collected in the usual way.   
 
Blessings on everyone, Karen Thompson, WELCA President    

Another sign of Fall: the Quilters are back in action on 
the third Tuesday and Wednesday mornings of each 

month, making quilts for Lutheran World Relief. They 
are in need of more helpers: anyone who is interested 

in learning to tie quilts, please reach out to Delores 
Peterson or any of the quilters.  
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NOVEMBER  

Have we inadvertently overlooked your birthday? 
If so, please let us know! 

Bert Kinzler 11/20 

Hudson Risbrudt 11/21 

Tammy Jacobson 11/21 

Laurie Bauck 11/23 

Kris Torgusson 11/29 

Rhen Jacobson 11/29 

Dexter Stoltenberg 11/30 

Rebecca Johnson 11/30 

John Wold 11/6 

Chad Stoltenberg 11/8 

Butch Link 11/8 

Aivlee Schmid 11/11 

Joe Onstad 11/12 

Sharon Kline 11/14 

Kallyn Grove 11/16 

Michelle Link 11/16 

Matt Kugler 11/19 

Sverdrup Lutheran Church Mission Statement  

 

The mission of Sverdrup Lutheran Church is to be a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America (ELCA) in which believers minister to the Spiritual, emotional, and physical needs of the  

congregation, community, and world. 

SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH —  NEWS AND NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

 

Choir Practice starts Wednesday  

November 9th, at 7pm, and will 

meet weekly. Contact Phil Bauck for 

more details. 

 
Please keep these  
families in your prayers 
as they grieve the loss of 
a loved one: 
 

 
 The Family of Ruby Henderson 
 The Family of Marlys Beckman 
 The Family of Valerie Sohl 


