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Pastor Tammy Cell: 701-680-8125
Pastor’s Email: pastor.sverdrup@prtel.com
Church Office Phone: 218-826-6919
Church Email: undlp@prtel.com

OUR MUTUAL MINISTRY

SENIOR QUILTS
At our outdoor worship services on Sunday August 9th, 2020, 8 graduating seniors from
Sverdrup Lutheran Church were presented with uniquely designed and sewn quilts from our
dedicated group of quilters and sewers. Presenting seniors with a special quilt has been a long
standing tradition at Sverdrup and many hours of labor and laughter go in to making each and
every quilt. Our congregation places special meaning on “wrapping” our students in God’s
love and warmth as they move on to the next chapter in their exciting lives. Pictured above L
to R: Logan Frigaard, Logan Johansen, Kayla Rocholl, Ally Johnson, Kindra Pederson, Shelby
Roehl, Winston Heifort. Not pictured: Dustin Duenow

THE “QUILTERS”

F RO M P AST OR T AMM Y
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THINKING OUTSIDE THE BOX
If there is anything, I have learned during the Coronavirus pandemic it is that we need to think
outside of the box. Schools have had to think outside of the box. Restaurants and businesses
have had to think outside of the box. Government leaders have had to think outside of the box.
And so, has the church.
In many ways, some of the effects of the pandemic are one of the best things that could happen to the church.
We have started to do many things that were on our ‘to do’ list for years. We are upgrading our technology. We
are looking at ways to use media to share the message of Jesus in new ways. We have learned how to gather
without physically gathering and to proclaim Christ risen without the communal ‘alleluia’s’. We have experienced
new ways to worship God outside of the church walls.
In the upcoming weeks, we will once again be thinking outside of the box as we gather for in-person worship and
Sunday School. The sanctuary will look a little different as we help families space from other families. We will be
humming and finding other creative ways to engage in the hymns we love so much. We hope to have in-person
1st Communion and The Rite of Confirmation, these too will look a little different.
We will also be thinking outside of the box as we think of God’s Work. Our Hands. Instead of having one day where
we are gathering as a community, we are condensing our community effort to Luther World Relief School and
person care kits and dropping off fruit and vegetables at Tamarack (see Else’s article). This is a good year to
remember we are:
God’s Work. Our Hands. Everywhere. Every Day.

In everything we do, we are encouraged to serve our neighbor. I encourage you to consider new ways such as:
Identify members in your congregation or community who could use help with the yard work such as: • Lawn
mowing • Window washing • Raking • Chopping wood • Clearing brush • Painting • Weeding • Planting • Washing
cars • Clearing gutters.
Pick up litter to care for creation and beautify your community.
Write a letter. Think of someone who might enjoy a word of encouragement or thanksgiving.
Pick up the phone. Call someone you have been thinking and let them know you appreciate them. Listen as they
share their joys and concerns. Especially keep in mind those who have been isolated.
Send a care-package. Express your gratitude for emergency workers, teachers, health care workers, postal and
delivery workers, those in the military, and essential workers.
Sunday Worship
at Sverdrup:

Give life: Consider giving blood or plasma.

Keep your lawn
chair
nearby.
We will continue
Pray: Set aside a specific time each day to pray for our community and world.
to
worship
outside as long as we can.
Think outside of the box: Think of new ways you can be God’s hands in this world.
We will be ready to move
inside on September 13th but
As you ‘think outside the box’ be sure to share with me some of the things you have done. if weather permits we will
continue to worship outside.

Pastor Tammy
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Gather Magazine Bible Study for September focuses on memory, especially holy memory of God’s
story. What about personal memories? Do our memories become dimmer, or more embellished as time goes
on? 2020 is a year of memories: things we couldn’t do and only remember; things we are doing different, will
they become good or bad memories?
Things will be different for our WELCA group this fall too. NO Harvest Festival Dinner and it was
decided at our August gathering that there would be NO Bazaar in October. These are events we can
remember this year and hopefully in 2021 we will be preparing for these activities once again, or will we come
up with new ideas to serve our community?
We can still say YES to collecting supplies for LWR baby kits and school kits. We can say YES to
communicating with those who are feeling isolated, make a phone call or send a short note. We can say YES
to doing our part in keeping everyone safe, wear a mask, wash our hands, keep our distance, stay away from
crowds: so soon we can worship as a full congregation, kids can be back in the classroom and extended family
can gather.
We are also going to say YES to holding our September evening circle in the Fellowship Hall. Wear a
mask, we will distance our chairs and clean them before we leave. We will also have this meeting on Zoom.
Please join us!
We remember God’s faithfulness to us and we send prayers of thanks and praise. In Gen 9:16 God
says, “Whenever the rainbow appears to the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant
between God and all living creatures”. Have you seen a rainbow this summer? God remembers us!
Kathy Kaercher

WELCA President
Calling volunteers!
The Community Food Shelf in
Fergus Falls is seeking
volunteers to work
Mon-Wed-Fri from
1:30 pm to 4:30 pm each
week. The work includes
bagging and curb-side pick up
only – the public does not
enter the building. Please
consider this need as this
Food Shelf serves 30-40
families each day it is open.
Contact Carolyn Glesne at
218-205-5429 if you are
comfortable as a volunteer or
can donate to this mission
work.

Sverdrup

Lutheran

Church

Mission

Statement

The mission of Sverdrup Lutheran Church is to be a
congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA) in which believers minister to the
Spiritual, emotional, and physical needs of the
congregation, community, and world.

YOUR DONATIONS
CAN BE PLACED IN
THE LARGE GREEN
TUB IN THE
NARTHEX OR
DOLLARS
DESIGNATED FOR
FOOD SHELF
2 Corinthians 9:11
11You will be enriched in every way for your
great generosity, which will produce
thanksgiving to God through us

When mailing letters or packages to
Sverdrup Lutheran Church, our Post
Office asks that everyone please be
sure to use our PO Box number in
the address.
Sverdrup Lutheran Church
209 Southern Ave. E.
PO Box 70
Underwood, MN 56586
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President Steve Schultz called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm. Council Present: Steve Schultz, Pastor Doug Stave, Betsy Miller, Kathy
Kaercher, Laurie Bauck, Karla Green, Dianne Beckman, Alan Thompson, Al Pedersen, Gary Link, Kasey Lindstrom, Donna Wold, Zinta
Sundby and
Karen Thompson.
Absent:
Bert
Kinzler,
Brooke
Jacobsen,
Desiree
Frie,
and
Krista
Fix.
Approval of Agenda: Agenda approved with the addition of c) Furnace Fund to Old Business and e) Parsonage to New Business. MSP:
Zinta Sundby/Kasey Lindstrom to approve as amended.
Opening Devotions: Dianne Beckman: Isaiah 41, v.10 and “Seven Story Mountain” by Thomas Merton.
Pastor’s Report: No report.
Secretary’s Report: MSP: Alan read thank you’s from the Luther Crest, Someplace Safe and the Food Shelf. Steve noted that we received
a gift from a former member in Idaho who watched our services online. MSP: Kasey Lindstrom/Kathy Kaercher to approve minutes as
written.
Financial Secretary’s Report: Kathy noted that she has set up a “playbook” for the Financial Secretary using Shepherd’s Staff procedures.
Weekly giving is still falling behind about $1,000.00 a week. We have one more member that is using auto-giving this month.
Treasurer’s Report: Dianne sent out the current P&L statement for review. The checkbook balance at the end of May was $111,078.73.
Kasey suggested that Pastor remind people about auto-giving during his Sunday services. Steve said he will send out a reminder to the
congregation. MSP: Alan Thompson/Betsy Miller to approve the Financial Secretary and Treasurer’s reports.
Committee Reports:
Executive Committee: The committee has not met, but the purchase of a better video camera was approved.
Property and Management: Mowing at the church and parsonage is ongoing. There was some storm damage that will be cleaned
up Thursday.
Worship and Stewardship: No report.
Education: No report.
Life and Fellowship: The Scholarship committee voted to award a $500.00 scholarship from the John and Shirley Ennen memorial
fund to Kindra Peterson, who will be attending the University of MN in Minneapolis in the fall. Pastor Doug’s last Sunday will be
June 28. It was decided to have ice cream bars to hand out to the congregation and a $100.00 gift certificate for Pastor Doug
Old Business:
Sign Update: Pastor Doug inquired about pricing of yard signs with a company in Alexandria. Donna needs to check with him.
Update on Printers and Service Rep. Tereasa and Donna met with Ron Walk, who sells and services computers and printers.
They are waiting on a bid from him.
Furnace Fund: Kathy reported as of May 6 we had a balance of $41,123.00 raised for the furnace fund. $14,200.00 from
undesignated memorials and $2,400.00 from the Building fund. Should the money be returned to these funds? Alan stated that
undesignated funds are used at the church’s discretion and whatever balance is left in the fund after all expenses should go towards
building and maintenance of the church.
New Business:
Sunday Morning Service: Pastor Doug explained what he wanted to do Sunday where we would have a “test run” of an outdoor
service in the east parking lot with members of the council and the call committee participating. We would start taping at 8:30 and
be done by 9:00 so we would be able to collect ballots that members will be bringing at that time. Voters will be directed to drive
by the west door of the church to drop off their vote and have their name checked off.
Diversity Education Speaker: Pastor Doug has been inquiring about obtaining a speaker to talk about educating people about
diversity in our community. He contacted the superintendent at Fergus Falls, who gave him 2 names. One is a former resident of
Underwood and the other is works for the community education program and also trains teachers in diversity issues. Pastor
contacted both of them and is awaiting a reply. Zinta thanked him for reaching out and stated this is something important for us to
address as a church. Pastor went over the 2 nd draft of “Reopening Sverdrup Lutheran & Covid-19,” which states our guidelines and
procedures for services at church going forward. He also talked about Luther Crest’s online camping program, which is at no cost.
They may be trying day camps in August.
Advertising in sports programs for school events: MSP: Donna Wold/Karen Thompson to continue with a $100.00 participation
in the add program.
Devotions for July: Zinta Sundby
Parsonage: The new school principal is interested in living in the parsonage. We cannot charge rent as it would conflict with our tax exempt
status. He could make a donation to the church. MSP: Dianne Beckman/Donna Wold to proceed with use of the parsonage by the
UHS principal due to the housing shortage, pending confirmation by the accountant.
Adjournment: President Steve adjourned the meeting at 7:50pm.
The next meeting will be July 14, 2020 at 7:00pm.
Alan Thompson,
Secretary

INSTALLATION OF PASTOR TAMMY
JACOBSON IS PLANNED FOR SUNDAY
OCTOBER 4TH. MORE DETAILS TO COME!
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SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH
Covid-19 Regulations from Church Council








Sunday Worship
at Sverdrup:

Masks are Mandatory for ages 5 and up to 150.
Keep your lawn
Distancing – Church Pews will be roped off in areas
chair
nearby.
We will continue
where you are not to sit.
to
worship
No passing the plate, sharing the peace, or shaking
outside as long as we can.
will be ready to move
hands. (not to worry, there will be a basket in the back We
inside on September 13th but
if weather permits we will
of the church so you can share your financial gifts.)
continue to worship outside.
Only use the East &/or the West doors.
Pastor Tammy will be greeting you outside.
You will be ushered out after church. Please do not stay inside to visit. As
Minnesota Nice people we like to visit, so we need to move outside to do this.

https://mn.gov/covid19/media/

“God’s Work – Our Hands”
This year with our church, our world all of us are living through Covid-19 pandemic.
Physical distancing has forced our congregation and most congregations to cancel
in-person worship and move to virtual services. Thank goodness we have now moved to
SLC parking lot services in addition to the virtual worship services. It is good to be able
to gather again with family and friends and share God’s love in person.
We started GWOH projects September 2013. We have done many wonderful projects with Tingvold Lutheran
Church, Underwood Unitarian Church and Sverdrup Lutheran Members over the past seven years. Sverdrup
will not be focusing on any single day for GWOH in 2020, but we will encourage completion of projects
over time as we are able to safely complete in a modified version.
These acts of
service allow us to explore our basic faith/ life convictions of “Every Day and Every Where” loving our
neighbors and making our community a better place to live.
Donations and completion of LWR School Kits and Personal Health Care Kits is on-going and we will continue
to work on this project. School supplies or money can be contributed to help with these projects too.
Members wanting to give produce or fruit items can be given directly to Tamarack residents.
Monday morning cleaning guys have pulled weeds and cleaned out Sverdrup landscaping. Mulch could be
ordered and added to these nicely cleaned gardens. Ditch clean-up was done this spring by the Monday
cleaning guys and that will be done probably this fall too. Tingvold Members usually clean their road ditches
too and hopefully that can be accomplished also.
I have contacted the Underwood School Administration and Underwood City as to critical projects and none
have been identified at this time.
Else M. Andersen, GWOH Chair

SUND AY S CH OOL — BEG INN IN G SE PT EMBER 20, 2020 @ 9: 45 A,M.
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Hey all!
We are looking for Sunday School teachers! The plan for whether we have Sunday school is to follow the school. If the
elementary kids are in session, so is Sunday school. We will require masks, have hand sanitizer in each room and will be
encouraging hand washing. We would also like to have class outside if possible but will leave any of that up to the teacher.
We also will be changing the time to 9:45-10:15. We anticipate church service to be shorter and there will not be fellowship
coffee/donut time. This may mean we have to leave the service a bit earlier but thought it would be a good compromise.
We are open to whatever teaching situation you want and will try to get schedules set up. Some have liked to
co-teach and flip flop weeks, others have liked to just have fall or just have spring. I also would like to get a list of subs. We
had great luck with some high school students subbing last year so if anyone knows anyone, please reach out to them and
let me know.

As of now, we still plan to have the Christmas Program, but we will see how things shake out this fall. Please reach out to
Desiree, Krista or myself with questions. Thank you to those who have already volunteered!
Kasey Lindstrom

EASY! Register for Sverdrup Sunday School by clicking the link below!
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSfvNgR0bszWPyFbwX1Suh0bqJekbeFbp9oBYij8v5PE_1kC-w/viewform

CONF IRMAT ION CL ASS: SCH EDU LE FO R SEPT EMBER

SEPTEMBER 2020
Sun

6

Mon

7

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

8

9

10

11

12

17

18

19

24

25

26

8th Grade Students and Parents Orientation
@ 6:30 pm at Church

13

14

15

16
Game Night for All Confirmation Students
@ 5:30 pm at Church

20

21

22

23
Confirmation Class @ 5:30 pm at Church

27

28

29

30
Confirmation Class 5:30 pm at Church

ANN OUN CEMENT S
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Please be sure to “virtually” join us
for our Worship video so that we
may be together in God’s spirit.
These Worship Services are
available on our website https://

SVERDRUP QUILTING

www.sverdruplutheran.org/slc-worship-

NEWS FOR YOU

https://www.facebook.com/

We have decided to NOT have sewing in September. We
encourage people to work on items at home instead. if anyone
wants supplies they are encouraged to get them from the
sewing closet in the fellowship hall to use for making things at
home. We will see about resuming church quilting in October.

SverdrupLutheranChurch/.

services and on our Facebook page

PRAYER CHAIN
If you have prayer request, we will add them to our “Prayer Chain”.
Please email: sverdrupprayers@gmail.com or call Laurie Bauck at 218-405-0557.
We are seeking more volunteers for our Prayer Chain. If you are able to help, please contact Laurie Bauck.

Philippians 4:6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God.

Thank you for making me this awesome quilt. A lot of work went into it, and it is a nice
reminder of my church family at Sverdrup.
Winston

“MORNING WATCH”
KBRF 1250 am Radio
Daily @ 8:45 a.m.
Pastor Tammy
1st Wed. of each month

TUNE IN

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Wayne Heifort
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9/1

Donna Toso

9/14

Aree Ness

9/1

Sandy Gamber

9/17

Tina Frigaard

9/3

Bricker Johnsen

9/18

Amanda Samuelson

9/3

Kayla Rocholl

9/20

Travis Rocholl

9/7

9/21

Missy Hexum

9/9

Norah Link

9/9

Andi GriebeRothmann
Steve Schultz

Zinta Sundby

9/12

Noah Torgusson

9/21

Dianne Beckman

9/13

John Hexum

9/24

Lissa Johanson

9/13

Jenny Rocholl

9/25

Elizabeth Lukken

9/13

Brooke Hovland

9/27

Kevin Johanson

9/14

Carolyn Anderson

9/29

Gary Link

9/14

Adelaide GriebeRothmann

9/30

YOUTH GATHERING—2021
IT’S NOT TO EARLY TO START PLANNING!!

If you have had
a recent
change to your
email address
(or physical
address),
please be sure
to let Tereasa
know!

INSTALLATION OF PASTOR
TAMMY JACOBSON IS PLANNED
FOR SUNDAY OCTOBER 4TH.
MORE DETAILS TO COME!
Church Office Hours:
8:00 am - 12:00 noon
Tuesday - Friday

9/21

