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SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH  

SEPTEMBER 2021 NEWSLETTER  

209 Southern Ave. E, PO Box 70 

Underwood, MN  56586 

Pastor Tammy Cell: 701-680-8125  
Pastorõs Email: pastor.sverdrup@prtel.com  

Church Office Phone: 218-826-6919 

Church Email: undlp@prtel.com 

Office Hours: Tues-Fri 8 amñnoon  

OUR MUTUAL MINISTRY: SVERDRUP SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS SEPTEMBER 19, 2021 
from 10 am to 10:45 am 

 First, thank you to all the kids who came to learn to GRASP HOW DEEP AND HIGH AND WIDE AND LONG IS 
THE LOVE OF CHRIST!  Thank you to the youngest kids for your joy and bravery and to the oldest kids for helping and  
being role models to everyone! And thank you to the parents,  grandparents, and guardians for sharing your kids for the 
week. 
 
 Special thanks to all who helped during the week and helped keep costs low with your  contributions. Phil & Laurie 
Bauck, thank you for providing a meal and for your enthusiasm and leadership with skits. Jim & Else Anderson, Tereasa & 
Gary Link, Dave & Sharon Kline and Breck Grove, thank you for the wonderful meals. Nicole Woodman, Kathy Kaercher,  
Sharon Kline,  Sue Jensen, Sharon Heifort, and Michelle Link, the ocean themed treats brought extra fun to each day! Irene 
Lundby, thank you for your daily enthusiasm and energy, your extra advertising before the week going for to door with Jace 
and Braxten, and your strong voice in the skits. Thank you, Camille Nelson, for your kind heart and guidance with skits and 
helping hands along the way. Betsy Miller, your leadership with decorations and supplying all the materials made the week 
feel more special, like an "event." Myrna Martinson, thank you for your daily presence and for leading the Bible lesson with 
flexibility and grace. Krista Fix, Brooke Jacobson, Jess Hammer, and Pastor Tammy, thank you for being the helping hands, 
behind the scenes cleaner-uppers, water balloon fillers and game piece hiders, and for caring for the straggler kids all week. 
Thank you, Delores Peterson for capturing the moments with your camera. Adelaide Griebe and Gabe Lindstrom, thank you 
for being team leaders and role models.  If we have missed anyone, thank YOU for giving without any proper recognition. 
You are the hands and feet of Christ! 
 
 A good part of the success of VBS was the participation of congregation mem-
bers from a variety of generations.  One of the areas the Sverdrup church council 
hopes to continue to develop this year is finding ways to incorporate inter-generational 
experiences in our congregation.  We are hoping the excitement of VBS and the posi-
tive experiences that came with that will prompt more of our congregation to join the 
Sunday School teachers list.  We would love our young people to learn from members 
in our church family!  Please prayerfully consider sharing your gift, time and love of 
Christ. We are continuing to use the Sparkhouse Activate Faith curriculum this 
year.  We will finish the last few weeks of Old Testament this fall and will transition 
into Jesusôs birth and ministry through Christmas and into the Spring. The instruction 
and supplies are easy to understand and execute.  There is flexibility within each les-
son that allows you to choose the activity, craft or reading structure.  This year we also 
intend to have large group activities once a month to bring all ages together and to 
give our teachers a Sunday off.  We would like to incorporate all generations in some 
of those Sundays ï so if you have ideas or would like to lead a larger group activity 
instead of or in addition to teaching Sunday School, please let us know. 
 
Please reach out to Kasey, Desiree or Thea if you have questions and would like to 
teach. 
 
With Gratitude, 
Kasey, Desiree, and Thea 
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 I³m not sure when it began.  Last month I noticed I put the shoe on my right foot before I put on my 

left.  In the last few weeks, I have repeatedly found myself starting with my right.  Did I learn this as a child?  

Is it because I am left-handed?  How many years has this been my routine? 

 

 At this time of year, I hear parents share how they are excited for school to start so they can ´get 

back in a routineµ. We are all creatures of habit.  We get into routines, sometimes with no recollection of how 

and when they started. 

 

 There are a lot of good things about routines.  Routines provide us with structure and often a sense of 

security.  I love my exercise routine and know I need to keep at it because once I stop, it is hard to start up 

again. 

 

 It is also easy to walk down the road of bad habits.  I am forever trying to get out of the habit of grab-

bing sweets.  When will it become more natural to grab a few veggies? 

 

 Forming good habits can be a challenge for us all.  Fall is a great time to reboot our routines, not only 

with the foods we eat and how we care for our physical wellbeing but also our spiritual wellbeing.  I encourage 

you to try a new spiritual ²habit³. 

 

Here are some ideas: 

Be still: Spend a few minutes a day in silence, simply resting in God³s presence. 

Centering Prayer: Spend a couple of minutes and work your way up to 30 minutes of silence. As your 

mind wanders turn to a ²centering³ word to bring you back (Words like peace, Jesus, holy are great 

words to start with.  

Read a daily devotion: There are some available on the table of the church entry, downloadable apps, or 

talk to me about being part of a devotion group. 

Read the Bible: Set aside a certain time of day to simply read and reflect on the Bible.  If you have a 

hard time on your own, I invite you to join the Monday afternoon group or talk to me. 

 

 I must admit it is often hard for me to stay with my new routine on my own.  I need others to give me 

encouragement and hold me accountable.  This is why we are a church together, to support each other.  Know 

that I am praying you encounter God in a new way and I am here to help you in any way I can. 

 

 Let me know if I can help you build a new spiritual ²habit³.  May you find a new sense of God³s peace with 

your new routine.   

 Tammy 

We are hoping to plan some multigenerational 

events.  Please let Pastor Tammy know if this is 

something you would like to help with. 
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SVERDRUP LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTESð  
JUNE 8, 2021 

Present were: Pastor Tammy, Betsy Miller, Karla Green, Stacy Hammes, Steve Beckman, Gary Link, Karen Thompson, Brooke Jacobson, Dianne  
Beckman, Else Anderson, Thea Rothmann, and Nita Schultz. 
Approval of the Agenda motion was made by Stacy Hammes and second by Diane Beckman. 
Devotions by Kathy Kaercher was entitled ñScars are Proof We can Healò.   
Motion made for Approval of the Secretaryôs report by Steve Beckman, Second-Betsy Miller with the corrections of Kathy Kaercher  
devotions for June, not May, and to correct the spelling of Stacy Hammesô name. 
The motion to accept both the Financial and Treasurerôs Reports was made by Karen Thompson with second by Brooke Jacobson. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 Executive:  There will be a special meeting of the Executive committee to go through the Ministry Reflections from the different  committees. 
 This will be June 15.  Other issues will be discussed under Old Business 

 Property and Management:  Pastor Tammy has talked to Arik.  He stated that if we are going to sell then he would not put up the fence.  They 
are hoping to be able to stay there for one more year.  Beyond that, it had been a quiet month for the committee. 

 Worship:  Laurie thought that the Synod Sunday had gone well without Pastor Tammy.  They had contacted a Trio, but because it was an  
outdoor service they had declined. 

 Education:  VBS is scheduled for June 21-24.  Posters are available.  So far, there were 22 kids registered.  Sunday School will start the Sunday 
after Gods Work, Our Hands. AA wanted to meet that Thursday of VBS and wondered if it was possible to use the Youth Room at the end of the 
hall.    

 Life and Fellowship had nothing to report. 
 Pastor Tammyôs report:  It was good to be out ñconnectingò with people again.  Groves are hosting the 8th graders at their house in June.  Amy 

Lukken is hosting in July, and Valley Fair is in August.  They may also ask the 7th graders to go along. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
  Covid Adjustments:  Mask free is the rule unless you are not vaccinated or are not at the end of your 2nd shot.  Questions were raised about  

 WELCA serving the Harvest festivalðServing? Hot dishes could be served.  Serve everything? Are we comfortable having them come in to 
 the church?  The general consensus of the Council was to ñgo for itò.  There will be 3 Fellowship coffees during the Sundays that there is Out
 door Worship.  Railing communion was tabled until this fall.  It was also decided that we  could begin handing out bulletins again. 

  Song leaders- Song leaders have been secured by Val through the summer.  An attempt will be made to back off the sound on the piano. 
Outdoor Worship will happen on June 27th, July 25th, and August 22nd with no livestream on those Sundays. 
Printer troubles-Ron came on May 25th with no charge to the church as it was his mistake. 

  There will be a Zoom meeting on June 24th from 1-3. It will be held in the church proper.  Pastor Tammy will be there.  An invitation will be 
 extended to Tingvold to attend. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
   Congregational meeting in August for discussion of parsonage sale:  this was tabled. Motion made by Nita Schultz/second Gary  Link to allow 

 Arik to stay in parsonage for another year. 
  AMMPARO-Permission was sought to have permission to fill out the forms for this program, so that if needed, we were ready.  Motion made by 

 Thea Rothmann/second Brooke Jacobson to grant permission to do so.  There would be 12 people on the Committee from the Underwood area. 
  Key Control concern:  There are some people who do not belong to Sverdrup that have keys.  An updated list is good for  

 insurance purposes.  
  Resignation letter from Tereasa Link was acknowledged.  She will be retiring after the Annual meeting in January 2022.  This  position will 

 be for approximately 16 hours a week.   
 

Motion to adjourn made by Stacy Hammes/second Betsy Miller.         
Closed with the Lordôs Prayer. 
Submitted by Nita Schultz, Secretary  

!ƊŜǊ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŬǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴΣ ƻǳǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎǘŀũ ƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ¢ŜǊŜŀǎŀ [ƛƴƪΣ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǝǊƛƴƎ 
WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нуΣ нлнн ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƴƻǿ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ŦƻǊ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎƳƻƻǘƘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǝƻƴΦ 

{ǾŜǊŘǊǳǇ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ tŀǊǘ-¢ƛƳŜ hŶŎŜ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŎŀƭƭǎΣ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƻŶŎŜ ŘǳǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƎǊŜŜǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΣ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ 9ũŜŎǝǾŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀǊŜ ŜǎǎŜƴǝŀƭ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ 
ŎƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŜƴǎƛǝǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŬŘŜƴǝŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴǘ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǳǎŜ όa{ 
hŶŎŜ {ǳƛǘŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ tƻǿŜǊ tƻƛƴǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴǎύΣ ǇǊƛƴǘŜǊκŎƻǇƛŜǊΣ ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 
ƳŜŘƛŀ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ-ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǎƻƳŜ ōŀǎƛŎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ ŀƴŘ CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ 
{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ŀǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΦ  

! ǾŀƭƛŘ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀǝǎŦŀŎǘƻǊȅ ǇǊŜ-ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪŘŀȅ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ƛǎ ƻƴ-ǎƛǘŜΣ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ уΥлл ŀƳ ς мн ƴƻƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ƅŜȄƛōƛƭƛǘȅΦ  

.ŜƴŜŬǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ мс ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ t¢hΣ р ǇŀƛŘ όп ƘƻǳǊǎ ŜŀŎƘύ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅǎΣ ƻƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ Řŀȅ όп ƘƻǳǊǎύΦ  

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŎǊŜŀǝǾƛǘȅ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪΣ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΣ ǘŜŀƳǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǇƻǎƛǝƻƴΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜ ŀǘ нму-унс-сфмф ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ Ƨƻō ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴΦ ¢ƻ ŀǇǇƭȅΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ŀ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƭŜǧŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
ȅƻǳǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǊŜǎǳƳŜΩ ǘƻ {ǾŜǊŘǊǳǇ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ !¢¢Υ 9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΣ th .ƻȄ тлΣ ¦ƴŘŜǊǿƻƻŘΣ ab рсрусΦ  

36%2$250 ,54(%2!. #(52#( /&&)#% -!.!'%2 2%4)2%-%.4 !../5.#%$ 

Sverdrup Lutheran Church Mission Statement  
 

The mission of Sverdrup Lutheran Church is to be a congregation of the Evangelical  Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) in which believers minister to 

the Spiritual, emotional, and physical needs of the congregation, community, and world . 
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The Sverdrup Women of the ELCA executive board has made the  
heart-wrenching decision that the 2021 Festival Dinner and the Bazaar will 
be CANCELLED due to concerns over Covid 19. When we started planning it 
we said that if the Covid transmission rate, according to the CDC website, 
in Otter Tail County rose to HIGH we would have to cancel as safety is our 
priority.  It has been high for the past 1-2 weeks so that is what we are 
doing. We checked with the Sverdrup Council Executive Committee and 
with OTC Public Health before coming to the conclusion that the safest 
thing for our community is to cancel these events for this year. 
 
It saddens us because this is the second year that our 2 major fund raising activities have had to be  
cancelled because of Covid 19.  We are asking that you prayerfully make a decision to make a donation to 
the Sverdrup WELCA so that our mission might continue despite these cancellations.  Perhaps you could 
estimate how much you spend on supporting the dinner and bazaar and use that to guide your gift.  Myrna 
Martinson is our treasurer so gifts can be given directly to her, or they can be put in an envelope marked 
WELCA and put in the offering at any church service or mailed to the church.  Some of you gave money 
already to help defray expenses of the Festival Dinner.  These gifts will go toward budget items unless you 
contact Myrna to tell her that you would like them back.  We will gladly do that if you direct us to do so. 
 
It is my prayer that all stay safe and healthy. 
 
Dianne Beckman,  Sverdrup Women of the ELCA President. 
218 826-6143 
218 205-2648 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY  
BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 20, 2021 @ 2 PM  

AT SVERDRUP (Fellowship Hall) 
8-Week Course 

 
ñWalk through 40 days in the opulent Persian  

empire. Follow Esther through the beauty concept.ò 
 

Each day includes a verse to focus on, a theme,  
discussion questions 
to ponder, as you 
dig into the richness 
of the book of  
Esther.  

Books will be  
ordered for you: 

Paperback: $14.99 

Kindle Version: 
$8.49 

Please sign up at the 
church or contact  
Zinta Sundby @  
1-218-770-8254 
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Sunday Worship: 9:00 am  

(Live Stream begins at 8:55 am)  

Sunday School: 10:00 am to 10:45 am  

Office Hours: 8 am ̚ noon   Tuesday̚Friday         

218-826-6919 

! Řŀȅ ƻŦ Ŧǳƴ Σ ŦƻƻŘΣ ǊƛŘŜǎΣ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ [hbD ƭƛƴŜǎΗ  

tƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ [ ǘƻ wΥ YŀƭŜō IŀƳƳŜǎΣ /ƻƭƭƛƴ [ǳƪƪŜƴΣ DǊŀŎȅƴ YǳƎƭŜǊΣ {ǘŀŎȅ IŀƳƳŜǎΣ 

Yŀƭƭȅƴ DǊƻǾŜΣ tŀǎǘƻǊ ¢ŀƳƳȅΣ 9ǎƳŜ [ŀǊǎŜƴΦ  

�������������������������������������������	������ ��  

 

RALLY SUNDAY�³ SEPTEMBER 19, 2021 
3rd Grade Bibles presented and SS Teacher Recognition during services 


