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F R O M P A S T O R T AM M Y

Faith isn’t like a light switch which we turn on
and off. Faith is a process, a relationship that
grows when it is nourished and tended to. I
think this is why Jesus uses so many
agriculture examples about growth- not only
parables of seed being sown but also referring
to faith that begins “as small as a mustard
seed.’
When talking about growing faith, Robert
Schnase in his book Five Practices of Fruitful
Living uses the term ‘intentional faith
development’. Intentional faith development
refers to how we purposefully learn in order to
deepen our faith and grow in the knowledge
and love of God and God’s people (everyone).
I’m excited to share that this fall we are
exploring something new, a tool specifically
designed to make it easier for us to grow in our
faith, relationships, and live into the vision
Jesus calls ‘God’s kingdom’. The tool we are
using is from a company called RightNow
Media. They provide book and Bible study
video series for people of all ages and stages.
Starting September 18, you, your friends and
family will have unlimited access to RightNow
Media—the world’s largest streaming library
of video Bible study resources (it’s been called
the “Netflix of video Bible studies”). These
Bible study videos can be used as part of a
group study or for personal devotions, and
many series include free discussion guides and
handouts.

This tool can help you live out your faith in
every area of your life—at home, at work, and
in your community. In addition to series on
books of the Bible, they have videos for
everyone in your family on a variety of topics
like mental health, marriage, parenting,
personal finances, and more. There’s even a
library just for kids with over 2,000 safe,
entertaining videos. RightNow Media has a
free app that’s available on all major streaming
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devices so you and your family can access
content anywhere, anytime.
You will receive an email invitation for FREE
access to RightNow Media on September 18.
To get started, simply click the link in the
email, create your free account, and start
browsing more than 20,000 inspiring videos.
Feel free to share with your family and friends.

Feel free to use this tool on your own and/or
consider joining one of the groups we will be
offering this fall around specific topics or
books of the Bible. We would love to know
what is of interest to you and what time and
space is the most convenient. Watch for the
survey which will be emailed September 1 and
can also be found on entry table at Sverdrup
and Tingvold.
The survey deadline is
September 20 so the groups can start the
beginning of October. See me with questions,
ideas, or feedback.
May you grow in faith, hope, and love,
Pastor Tammy

SVE R D RUP LUT HE R A N CH U R CH C OU N CI L MEET ING MI NUT ES —
J UNE 1 4 , 2 0 2 2

Page 3

Members present:
Else Andersen, Alvin Pedersen, Steve Beckman, Betsy Miller, Steph Olson, Pastor Tammy Jacobson, Kathy
Kaercher, Dianne Beckman, Stacy Hammes, Kasey Lindstrom, Thea Rothman and Karen Thompson.
Absent: Matt Hoekstra, Michelle Link, Lindsey Kugler, Tina Frigaard, Brooke Jacobson and Laurie Bauck.
The meeting was called to order by Else Andersen at 7:00 pm. Agenda item added: Ringdahl AED
presentation. A motion was made to approve the agenda by Thea Rothman and seconded by Steph Olson.
Motion carried.
Devotions were given by Else Andersen on The Mystery of God, from Christ in Our Home – with the
message that some things defy reason.
The minutes of the May meeting were reviewed with one change: approval of the May minutes was
seconded by Stacy Hammes. A motion to approve the May minutes as corrected was made by Dianne
Beckman and seconded by Stacy Hammes. Motion carried.
Financial Secretary Report:
Kathy Kaercher, Financial Secretary, reviewed the May Financial Reports. Kathy reported that the finances
are still looking good. The $900.00 deposited into the Youth account was a refund and will be used for their
upcoming youth group trip.
Treasurer:
Dianne Beckman reported the checking account balance at end of May was $114,511.62 and the cleared
balance is $119,000.02. She noted an adjustment needed to code post-Prom dollars correctly. A motion was
made to accept the financial reports by Steph Olson, seconded by Stacy Hammes. Motion carried.
*Committee Reports:
Executive Report – Information will be covered under New Business.
Property & Management – Steve Beckman reported the group has been busy with mowing the church lawn.
A minor HVAC system problem had been repaired by All Season’s by noon last Friday and a bill had been
received.
Worship & Stewardship – Stacy Hammes reported that no one had signed up for communion for this
Sunday and July 17th is also vacant yet. Kasey volunteered to do one Sunday.
Education – Kasey Lindstrom reports that Vacation Bible School for grades K-6 has been set for August 1-4
with Luther Crest staff and will be a joint effort with us at First Lutheran Church in Battle Lake. The Luther
Crest staff will stay at Lindstrom’s house and gift cards for snacks and meals are suggested in keeping with
COVID protocols. The counselors will be at our July 31 service to make a presentation about VBS.
Life & Fellowship – Steph Olson reported summer Christian bible camp scholarships were awarded to a
total of 6 kids had qualified for camperships. Additional upcoming events – Harvest Festival dinner and
God’s Work/Our Hands, both in September.

SVE R D RUP LUT HE R A N CH U R CH — J UNE 1 4 , 2 0 2 2 C OU N CI L MIN UT ES ( C ONT IN UE D)
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Pastor Tammy Report:
Pastor Tammy reported Baccalaureate held at Sverdrup was great; the AED education by Ringdahl was great;
the new digital piano had been used at the WELCA Salad Supper and sounded great! The youth trip plans for
July 23-28th have changed to in-state locations due to gas costs, etc. They will camp at Cross Lake, visit Jay
Cook State park and to the Twin Cities and will drive themselves. Alice Pederson’s funeral will be held
Wednesday, June 15. She concluded with “Thanks for all you do!”
Old Business:
Else Anderson presented the need to Council asking for two volunteers to be on the nominating
committee for 2023. No volunteers and the request was tabled to next meeting.
New Business:
Parsonage sale discussion – A Congregational meeting to formally vote on the sale of the parsonage will
be held June 26. This was announced last week and will be announced again this week at worship
services. Following a walk-through of the house by Else, Steve B., Pete Eikeland and local banker,
Kellen Shebeck, the condition was found to be good, many improvements made, and some still
needed. Kellen felt the proposed price of $225,000.00 was reasonable, suggested use of a realtor and
noted a 6% commission is the going rate. Follingstad’s were notified of our intention to sell
and want to remain in the loop as they look at other properties.
Sharing/passing of the peace – council members approved resuming the practice but wished to defer
passing the offering plate at this time.
Website/Facebook update – someone is needed to routinely update our website and Facebook page.
Three members have been contacted to see if interested but have not responded. Suggestions are
welcome.
Tingvold Outdoor Worship & Lunch – A 10:30 joint service will be held at Tingvold on August 14 with
sloppy joes and hot dogs served. Additional potluck items are requested and Sverdrup will split the
cost of the buns and meat with Tingvold. Steve Beckman moved to approve, seconded by Kasey
Lindstrom. Motion carried.
Phone System – Scott Toso, sales rep for Park Region, gave a presentation to Else, Karen Terry and Pastor
Tammy on a new phone system. The proposed system would be leased at a monthly rate of $78.50
and an installation cost of $1,044. Else recommended we purchase the new system. A motion was
made by Thea Rothman, seconded by Steph Olson to purchase the proposed system now. Motion
carried.
The next council meeting is scheduled for August 9 at 7:00 pm. Karen Thompson volunteered for devotions.
There being no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Stacy Hammes and seconded by Kasey
Lindstrom to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 pm. Motion carried.
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Minutes Prepared By: Karen Thompson (Vice President)

SLC quilters and sewers will resume activities in September 2021.
Enjoy the summer!

SV ERDRUP LUT HER AN C H UR CH — GO D ’ S W OR K. OU R H AN D S
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GWOH — September 11th
9-10 am Tingvold, Unitarian, and Sverdrup churches
joint worship service at Sverdrup
10-11:30 am Community Service Projects
11:30-12:30 pm Lunch at Sverdrup Fellowship Hall for
all participants

Volunteers and co-chairs are needed for these projects:
(sign up in the narthex or call SLC office at 218-826-6919)
Project #1 Add Wood chips to walkway from on Underwood School bus garage to walkway from baseball
field and woods towards football field
Co-chairs: ________________ and ________________; 6 more volunteers needed.
Project #2: Organize supplies and pack LWR School and
Health Kits: School Kits + Personal Care Kits
Co-chairs: Virginia Larsen & Cec Kinzler; 8-10 more volunteers
needed.
Project #3: Clean-up Sverdrup Road Ditches on Hwy #210 Co-chairs: Bert Kinzler & Pete Eikeland; 6 more volunteers
needed.
Project #4: Collect produce & deliver for Tamarack Manor
Residents –
Apples, tomatoes, potatoes, onions, cucumbers, peppers
Co-chairs: Else Andersen and ________________; 4-5 more
volunteers needed.
Project #5: Paint Curbs and Parking Lines at Sverdrup – west Parking Lot Co-chairs: ________________ and ________________; 5-6 more volunteers needed.
Project #6: Pull Weeds & add mulch to SLC landscaping & 5yds of mulch Co-chairs: Jim Andersen and ________________; 5-6 more volunteers needed.
Project #7: Clean-up Tingvold Road Ditches on Hwy #35 Co-chairs: ________________ and ________________; Additional 5-6 volunteers needed.
Project #8: Lunch Set-Up Crew –
Co-chairs: Sverdrup L&F Betsy Miller, Stephanie Olson & Michelle Link; 3 more volunteers needed.
Project #9: Photography & pictures shared of service projects Co-chairs: Delores Peterson & Myrna Martinson

SV ERDRUP LUT HER AN C H UR CH — NEWS AND NOT ES
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Welcome back to Sunday
School, kids & families, on
September 18th!
Join our Remind group to stay
in the know: send a text to
81010 with the message
@SVERDRUPSS.
Confirmation activities start with an orientation for 8th graders and their

parents on September 7 (6:30pm), followed by a “Dinner and Fun Night”
for all students at God’s Acres on September 14 (5:30-8pm). There will

be a retreat for 8th and 9th graders on September 23 and for 10th graders
on September 24! Check the calendar for more info.

When mailing letters or packages to Sverdrup Lutheran Church, our Post Office asks that everyone please be sure to use
our PO Box number in the address.
Sverdrup Lutheran Church
209 Southern Ave. E. PO Box 70
Underwood, MN 56586

SVE R D RUP LUT HE R A N CH U R CH — NOT ES F RO M W E LC A P RE SI DE NT
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WELCA News from President Karen Thompson:
August 23-26: Luther Crest’s Online Quilt auction
fundraiser was held and I hope everyone who wanted to
shop the event took time to check it out. They had a nice
selection of items and as I write this I am bidding on a
couple of items!
September 3: Sverdrup Church Harvest Festival Dinner will be back this year and is being
planned and organized by Sharon Smith-Kline and Vicki Severson. The menu includes
Gobble Up turkey sandwiches, coleslaw, fresh fruit & vegetables, bars, cookies, beverages.
Sign-up sheets for shift workers, food & cash donations are in the narthex of the church.
Your help or contributions will be really appreciated!
October 1: Sverdrup Bazaar event is being planned and organized by Tereasa Link (chair) and
Else Andersen (co-chair). Sub-committees are being formed and chairs/co-chairs secured for
the cookie shoppe, Granny’s Attic, Gift Basket raffle and etc. Thank You to all of the women
who have answered the call or come forward to volunteer for this great event! A test-run of
lefse was prepared and served at fellowship coffee August 21 and seemed to meet with
approval from all those who joined in for coffee and the Monday morning clean-up crew
gave it good reviews too!
October 22: NW MN SWO Conference 7 Fall Gathering is scheduled to be held at Hope
Lutheran Church in Fergus Falls. No details available on this meeting yet.

Our SLC quilters are in need of
bed sheets (any size) to use for
quilt backs. Please bring them
to the church or make
arrangements with any of the
quilters to pick them up.

Sverdrup Lutheran Church Mission Statement
The mission of Sverdrup Lutheran Church is to be a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA) in which believers minister to the Spiritual, emotional, and physical needs of the
congregation, community, and world.
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The SLC Congregational meeting held June 26, 2022 voted unanimously (56 votes)
to sell our parsonage as recommended by our Executive Committee and full council.
We enlisted the help of realtor Michelle Pearson, Exp Reality.
Executive Council had set a proposed price of $225,000. The house was put on the
market and we received an offer $5,000 over asking price within a couple days!
Home inspection was completed July 17th and price adjustments were made. We
are happy to announce that Cody Nordick purchased the property. Cody is a UHS
2009 graduate and was recently hired to teach at Underwood. Congratulations
Cody! I would like to thank SLC Executive Committee, SLC Council, TLC Executive
Committee and Michelle Pearson Exp Reality for all their help with extra meetings, emails and messages to
move on his parsonage sales along. Our final price we received was $205,010.72 after the realtor, title,
deed and taxes were removed; we anticipate that a portion of the fees will be returned to us but do not
know that final amount yet. Further discussions will occur regarding the sales proceeds both at council and
congregational levels. Thanks be to God!
Else Andersen, SLC Council President
SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Aree Ness

9/1

Gary Link

9/14

Nathan Eischens

9/1

Kevin Johanson

9/14

Wayne Heifort

9/1

Sandy Gamber

9/17

Amanda Samuelson

9/3

Bricker Johnsen

9/18

Tina Frigaard

9/3

Kayla Rocholl

9/20

Travis Rocholl

9/7

Andi Etta Griebe

9/21

Missy Hexum

9/9

Noah Torgusson

9/21

Norah Link

9/9

Steve Schultz

9/21

Zinta Sundby

9/12

John Hexum

9/24

Darlene Trainor

9/13

Jenny Rocholl

9/25

Dianne Beckman

9/13

Brooke Hovland

9/27

Elizabeth Lukken

9/13

Caroline Anderson

9/29

Lissa Johanson

9/13

Adelaide Griebe

9/30

Donna Toso

9/14

